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INTRODUCTION, “7” 


Tars small tract, in binding, should be made to precede the pro- 
duction, sent some months ago, entitled “ Pierce’s Supereroga- 
tion,” by Gabriel Harvey, 4to., 1593. 

It may seem that Harvey was much laughed at for the 
vanity and egotism of what follows, prefixed, as it was, to the 
earlier copies of his “ Pierce’s Supererogation;” he, or his 
friends, therefore withdrew it, and most copies of the tract 
are without it. One of these we formerly reprinted; but find- 
ing, with the aid of a learned friend, that the curious matter 
now issued also strictly belongs to the work, although apparently 
suppressed, we have put it in type, with the view that the reci- 
pients of our reprint, if they think fit, may cause it to intro- 
duce the reproduction of “ Pierce’s Supererogation,” which we 
heretofore forwarded. 

We were then hardly aware of the importance of this preliminary 
supplement (if we may so call it) which, as far as we now know, 
only belongs to two copies of the original. One of these is in our 
great national book-depository, and there also anybody may com- 
pare it with a second copy of the same publication which is with- 
out it. Our own exemplar is defective in this respect, as well as 
that in the Bodleian Library. 

The main interest of what follows is of a personal kind as 
regards Harvey; and it serves to show that his self-admiration was 
So impervious that it could scarcely distinguish between applause 
and irony. His friends, however, knew the difference ; and per- 
haps we are indebted to them (Spencer being one) for the de- 
ficiency in most of the known copies of “ Pierce’s Supereroga- 
tion”. The variation in the paper, and the needless repetition of 
the identical title-page (a course we have so far imitated) esta- 
blishes sufficiently that the omission was an afterthought. 


J. P. C. 


Lo my very gentle, and liberal Frendes, M. Barnabe Barnes, 
MM, Fohn Thorius, M. Anihony Chewt, and every 
favorable Reader. 


Lovinc M. Barnabe, M. John, and M. Antony (for the reft 
of my partiall Commenders muft pardon me, till the print 
be better acquainted with their names) I have lately re- 
ceived your thrife-curteous letters, with the overplus of your 
thrife-fweet Sonnets annexed: the liberalleft gifts, I be- 
leeve, that ever you beftowed upon fo flight occafion, and 
the very prodigalleft fruites of your floorifhing wittes. 
Whofe onely default is, not your, but my default, that the 
matter is nothing correfpondent to the manner; and mifelfe 
muft either grofely forget mifelfe, or franckly acknowledge 
mi fimple felfe an unworthy fubject of fo worthy commend- 
ations : which I cannot read without blufhing, repeate 
Without fhame, or remember without griefe, that I come fo 
exceeding-fhort in fo exceffive great accountes ; the fummes 
of your rich largeffe, not of my poore defert, and percafe 
devifed to advertife me what I fhould be, or to fignifie what 
you wifh [me]to be; not to declare what I am, or to infinuate 
what I may be. Eloquence and curtefie were ever boun- 
tifull in the amplifying veine; and it hath bene reputed a 
frendly pollicy to encourage their loving acquaintance to 
labour the attainement of thofe perfections, which they 
blafon in them, as already atcheived. Either fome fuch 
intention you have, by way of ftratageme, to awaken my 
negligence, or enkindle my confidence ; or you are difpofed 
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by way of civility to make me unreafonably bcholding unto 
you for your extreme affection: which I muft either leave 
unrequited, or recompenfe affection with affection, and re- 
commende me unto you with your owne ftratageme, fitter 
to animate frefher fpirites, or to whet finer edges. Little 
other ufe can I, or the world, reape of thofe great-great 
commendations, wherewith you and divers other orient 
wittes have newly furcharged me, by tendring fo many 
kinde apologies in my behalfe, and prefenting fo many 
fharpe invectives againft my adverfaries: unleffe alfo you 
purpofed to make me notably afhamed of my confeffed in- 
fufficiency, guilty of fo manifold imperfe¢tions, in refpeéct 
of the leaft femblance of thofe imputed fingularities, What- 
foever your intendment in an overflowing affection was, I 
am none of thofe that greedily furfet of felf-conceit, or fot- 
tifhly hugge their own babyes. Narciffus was a fayre boy; 
but a boy: Suffenus a noble braggard, but a braggard: 
Neftor a fweet-tongued old man, but an old man; and 
Tully (whom I honour in his virtues, and excufe in his 
overfightes) an eloquent felf-loover, but a felf-loover. He 
that thought to make himfelfe famous with his overween- 
ing and braving J/?’e, //’e, /’e, might perhaps nourrifh an 
afpiring imagination to imitate his Evo, Ego, Eo, fo glo- 
rioufly reiterated in his gallant Orations. Some fmirking 
minions are fine fellowes in their owne heades, and fome 
cranke princocks jolly men in their owne humours: as 
defperate in refolution as the dowtieft ranke of errant 
knights ; and as coye in phantafie as the niceft fort of fim- 
pring damofels, that in their owne glaffes find no creature 
fo bewtifull, or amiable, as their delitious felves. I have 
beheld, and who hath not feene? fome lofty conccites, 
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towring very high, and coying themfelves fweetly on their 
owne amounting wings, young feathers of old Icarus. The 
gay peacocke is woondroufly enamored upon the glitter- 
ing fanne of his owne gorgious taile, and weeneth himfelfe 
worthy to be crowned the Prince of birds, and to be en- 
thronifhed in the chaire of fupreme excellency. Would 
Chrift, the greene popinjay, with his newfangled jeftes, as 
new as Newgate, were not afmuch to fay, as his own idol. 
Queint wittes muft have a priviledge to prank-up their 
dainty limmes, and to fawne upon their owne trickfy de- 
vifes; but they that unpartially know themfelves, feverely 
examine their owne abilities, uprightly counterpoife defectes 
with fufficiencies, frankly confeffe the greateft part of their 
knowledge to be the leaft part of their ignorance, advifedly 
weigh the difficulties of the painfull and toylfome way, the 
hard maintenance of credit eafely gotten, the impoffible 
fatisfa€tion of unfatisfiable expectation: the uncertaine 
fickleneffe of private phantafie, and the certaine brittleneffe 
of publique fame, are not lightly bewitched with a fonde 
doting upon their owne plumes; and they that deepely 
confider upon the weakeneffe of inward frailty, the cafualtie 
of outward fortune, the detraction of envie, the virulency 
of malice, the counter-pollicy of ambition; and a hundred- 
hundred impeachments of growing reputation ; that afwell 
divinely as philofophically have learned to loove the gen- 
tleneffe of Humanity, to embrace the mildneffe of Modeftie, 
to kiffe the meekeneffe of Humilitie, to loath the odious- 
neffe of Pride, to affuage the egrenefs of Spite, to prevent 
the vengeance of Hatred, to reap the fweet fruites of Tem- 
perance, to tread the fmooth path of Securitie, to take the 
firme courfe of Affurance, and to enjoy the felicitie of 
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contentment; that judicioufly have framed themfelves to 
carry mindes, like their bodies and fortunes, as apperteineth 
unto them, that would be loth to overreach in prefumptu- 
ous conceit: they, I fay, and all they that would rather 
underly the reproche of obfcurity, then overcharge their 
mediocritie with an illufive opinion of extraordinary furni- 
ture, and I wot not what imaginarie complementes, are 
readier, and a thoufand times readier, to returne the greateft 
prayfes, where they are debt, then to accept the meanett, 
where they are almes. And I could nominate fome, that 
in effeét make the fame reckoning of letters, fonnets, ora- 
tions, or other writinges commendatory, that they do of 
meate without nourifhment, of hearbes without vertue, of 
plants without fruite, of a lampe without oyle, a linke with- 
out light, or a fier without heate. Onely fome of us are 
not fo devoide of good manner, but we conceive what be- 
longeth to civile duty, and will ever be preft to interteine 
curtefie with curtefie, and to requite any frendfhip with 
frendfhip; unfainedly defirous rather to recompenfe in 
deedes, then to glofe or paint in wordes. You may eafely 
perfuade me to publifh that was long fithence finifhed in 
writing, and is now almoft difpatched in print: (the 
amendes muft be addreffed in fome other more materiall 
treatife, or more formal difcourfe; and haply Najfhes S. 
Fame may fupply fome defeétes of Pierces Supererogation:) 
but to fuffer your thrife-affeétionate letters and fonets, or 
rather your thrife-lavifh benevolences to be publifhed, which 
fo farre furmount not onely the mediocrity of my prefent 
endevour, but even the poffibility of any my future em- 
proovenient, I could not be perfuaded by any eloquence 
or importunacy in the world, were I not as monftroufly re- 
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viled by fome other without reafon, as I am exceffively ex- 
tolled by you without caufe. In which cafe he may feeme 
to a difcreet enemy excufable, to an indifferent frend jufti- 
fiable, that is not tranfported with his owne paffion, but 
relyeth on the judgement of the learnedeft, and referreth 
himfelfe to the practife of the wifeft ; in the one, efteeming 
Plutarch or Homer as an hundred autors; in the other, 
valuing Cato or Scipio as a thoufand examples. I never 
read or heard of any refpective or confiderate perfon, under 
the degree of thofe that might revenge at pleafure, con- 
temne with autority, affecure themfelves from common 
obloquy, or commande publique reputation (mighty men 
may finde it a pollicy to take a fingular or extraordinary 
courfe) fo careleffe of his owne credit, fo reckleffe of the 
prefent time, fo fenfeleffe of the pofterity, fo negligent in 
occurents of confequence, fo diffolute in his proceedings, fo 
prodigall of his name, fo devoide of all regarde, fo bereft 
of common fenfe, fo vilely bafe, or fo hugely hawtie of 
minde, that in cafe of infamous imputation, or unworthy 
reproch, notorioufly fcattered-abroad, thought it not requi- 
fite, or rather neceffary, to ftand upon his owne defence 
according to equity, and even to labour his own commend- 
ation according to the presented occafion. Difcourfes yeeld 
plenty of reafons; and hiftories affourde ftore of examples. 
It is no vain-glory to permit with confideration that abufed 
modefty hath affected with difcretion. It is vanity to con- 
trowl that true honour hath practifed; and folly to con- 
demne that right wifedome hath allowed. If any diflike 
immodefty indeede, defpife vanity indeede, reprove arro- 
gancy indeede, or loath vain-glory indeede, I am as forward 
with tongue and hart as the foremoft of the forwardeft; 
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and, were my pen anfwerable, perhaps at occafion it fhould 
not greatly lagge behinde. To accomplifh or advaunce any 
vertuous purpofe (fith it is now enforced to be ftirring), it 
might eafely be entreated, even to the uttermoft extent of 
that little-little poffibility, wherewith it hath pleafed the 
greateft to endowe it. Howbeit curtefie is as ready to 
overloade with prayfe, as malice eger to overthrow with re- 
proch. Both overfhoote, as the manner is; but malice is 
the Divell. For my poore part, I hope the one fhall do me 
as little harme as fayre weather in my jorney; I am fuer 
the other hath done me more good then was intended, and 
fhall never puddle or annoy the courfe of the cleere running 
water. Albeit [ have ftudied much, and learned little, yet 
I have learned to gleane fome handfulls of corne out-of 
the rankeft cockle; to make choice of the moft fragrant 
flowers of humanitie, the moft vertuous hearbes of philo- 
fophie, the moft foveraine fruites of government, and the 
moft heavenly manna of Divinitie; to be acquainted with 
the fayreft, provided for the fowleft, delighted with the tem- 
perateft, pleafed with the meaneft, and contented with all 
weather. Greater men may profeffe, and can atchieve 
greater matters; I thanke God I know the length—that is, 
the fhortnes—of mine owne foote. — If it be any mans plea- 
fure to extenuate my fufficiency in other knowledge, or 
practife, to empeach my ability in wordes or deedes, to de- 
bafe my fortune, to abridge my commendations, or to anni- 
hilate my fame, he fhall finde a cold adverfary of him that 
hath layed hoat paffions awatering, and might eafely be 
induced to be the invective of his owne non-proficiency. 
Onely he craveth leave to eftimate his credit, and to value 
his honefty, as behooveth every man that regardeth any 
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good: and if withall it be his unfained requeft, that order 
fhould repeale diforder, moderation reftraine licentiouf{neffe, 
difcretion abandon vanity, mildneffe affuage choller, meek- 
neffe alay arrogancy, confideration reclaime rafhneffe, in- 
differency attemper paffion, curtefy mitigate, charity ap- 
peafe, and unity attone debate—pardon him. Or, in cafe 
nothing will prevaile with fury but fury, and nothing can 
winne defired amity but pretended hoftility, that muft 
drive-out one nail with another, and beat-away one wedge 
with another, according to the Latin proverbe—pardon 
him alfo, that in the refolution of a good minde will com- 
maund what he cannot entreat, and extort what he cannot 
perfuade. That little may be done with no great adoo ; 
and, feeing it may as furely as eafely be done, I am humbly 
to befeech eftablifhed wifedome to winke at one expcri- 
ment of adventurous folly, never before embarked in any 
fuch a€tion, and ever to efchewe the like with a chary re- 
gard, where any other mediation may purchafe redreffe. I 
will not urge what connivence hath been noted in as disfa- 
vorable cafes: it is fufficient for me to pleade mine own ac- 
quittall. Other prayfe he affecteth not, that in a deepe infight 
into his innermoft partes, findeth not the higheft pitch of his 
hope equivalent to the loweft pit of your commendation ; 
and if by a gentle conftruction, or a favorous encourage- 
ment, he feemeth any thing in others opinion, that is 
nothing in his owne cenfure, the leffer his merite, the 
greater their mercy; and the barrainer his defert, the 
frutefuller your liberality ; whofe unmeafurable prayfes I 
am to interpret, not as they may feeme in fome bounteous 
conceit, but as they are in mine owne knowledge; good 
wordes, but unfitly applied ; frendly benevolences, but 
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waltfully beftowed ; gallant amplifications, but flenderly 
deferved : what but termes of civility, or favours of curtefie, 
or hyperboles of loove, whofe franke allowance I fhall not 
be able to earne with the ftudy of twenty yeares more: in 
briefe, nothing but partiall witneffes, prejudicate judge- 
ments, idle preambles, and in effeét meere wordes. And 
even fo as I found them, I leave them. Yet let me not 
difmifs fo extenfive curtefie with an empty hand. What- 
foever I am (that am the leaft little of my thoughtes, and 
the greateft contempt of mine owne heart) Parthenophill 
and Parthenophe embellished, the Sfani/n Counfellour 
inglished, and Shore's Wife eternized, shall everlaftingly 
teftifie what you are: go forward in maturity, as ye have 
begun in pregnancy, and behold Parthcnopocus, the fonne 
of the brave Meleager, Homer himfelfe ; and of the fwift 
Atalanta Calliope herfelf: be thou, Barnabe, the gallant 
poet, like Spencer ; or the valiant fouldiour, like Bafkervile, 
and ever remember thy French fervice under the brave Earl 
of Effex. Be thou, John, the many-tongued linguift, like 
Andrewes, or the curious intelligencer, like Bodley; and 
never forget thy MNetherlandi/fh traine under him that 
taught the Prince of Navarre, now the valorous King of 
Fraunce. Be thou, Antony, the flowing oratour, like 
Doove, or the fkilfull heralde, like Clarentius ; and ever re- 
member thy Portugall voyage under Don Antonio, The 
beginning of vertuous proceedings is the one halfe of 
honourable actions. Be yourfelves in hope, and what your- 
felves defire in effet, and I have attained fome portion of 
my requeft. For you cannot wish fo exceeding-well unto 
me, but I am as ready with tongue and minde to wish a 
great-deale better unto you, and to reacquite you with a 
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large ufury of moft-affectionate prayers, recommending you 
to the divine gifts and gratious bleffings of heaven. 

May it pleafe the favorable reader to voutfafe me the 
curtefie of his patience, untill he hath thoroughly perufed 
the whole difcourfe at his howers of leyfure (for fuch fcrib- 
lings are hardly worth the vacanteft hours) Iam not to 
importune him any farther, but would be glad he might 
finde the whole leffe tedious in the end, then fome parts in 
the beginning or midft; or, at leaft, that one peece might 
helpe to furnifh-out amendes for another. And fo taking 
my leave with the kindeft farewell of a moft thankfull 
minde, I defift from wearying him with a tedious preface, 
whom I am likely to tire with fo many fuperfluous dis- 
courfes. Howbeit, might it happely pleafe the fweeteft in- 
terceffour to enfweeten the bittereft gall of fpite, and to en- 
calme the rougheft tempeft of rage, I could cordially with 
that Na/hes S. Fame might be the period of my invectives; 
and the excellent Gentlewoman my patroneffe, or rather 
championeffe in this quarrel, is meeter by nature, and fitter 
by nurture, to be an enchaunting angell, with her white 
quill, then a tormenting fury with her blacke inke. It re- 
maineth at the election of one whom God indue with more 
difcretion. 

At London: this 16 of July, 1593. The inviolable frend 
of his entire frendes, Gabriell Harvey. 
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Her Counter Sonnet, or Correction of her owne Preamble. 
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Her owne Prologue, or Demurr. 


O MUSES, may a wooman poore and blinde, 
A lyon-draggon, or a bull-beare binde ? 
Is't poffible for puling wench to tame 
The furibundall Champion of Fame ? 
He brandifheth the whurlewinde in his mouth, 
And thunderbolteth fo-confounding fhott : 
Where fuch a Bombard-goblin, north or fouth, 
With drad pen-powder, and the conquerous pott ? 
Silly it is that I can fing or fay, 
And fhall I venture fuch a bluftrous fray ? 
Hazard not, panting quill, thy afpen felfe: 
He'll murther thy conceit, and braine thy braine. 
Spare me, 6 fuper-domineering elfe ! 
And moft railipotent for ever raine. 

St t1bt vis ipft parcere, parce mihi. 


SCORNE frump the meacock verfe that dares not fing, 
Drouping, fo like a flagging flower in raine: 
‘Where doth the Urany or Fury ring, 

That fhall enfraight my ftomacke with difdaine ? 
Shall frend put up fuch braggardous affrontes ? 

Are milkfop Mufes fuch whiteliver’d trontes ? 

Shall boy the gibbet be of writers all, 

And none hang-up the gibbet on the wall ? 

If dreery hobbling ryme hart-broken be, 
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And quake for dread of Danter’s fcarecrow preffe, 
Shrew profe, thy pluckcrow implements addreffe, 
And pay the hangman pen his double fee. 

Be Spite a Sprite, a Termagant, a bugg: 

Truth feares no ruth, and can the great Div'll tugge. 
Ultrix accinéta flagello. 


Her old Comedy, newly entituled. 


My profe is refolute as Bevis fworde : 

March, rampant beaft, in formidable hide: 
Supererogation Squire on cockhorfe ride: 

Zeale fhapes an aunfwer to the blouddieft worde. 
If nothing can the booted fouldiour tame, 

Nor ryme, nor profe, nor honefty, nor fhame, 
But Swa/h will ftill his trompery advaunce, 

Pll leade the gagtooth’d fop a new-founde daunce. 
Deare howers were ever cheap to pidling me. 

I knew a glorious and braving knight, 

That would be deem’d a truculentall wight : 

Of him I fcrawl’d a dowty comedy. 

Str Bombarduccio was his cruell name ; 

But Gua/harduccio the fole brute of Fame. 


L’ Envoy. 


SEE, how he brayes and fumes at me, poore laffe, 
That muft immortalife the killcow Af. 


II 
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To right worfhipfull his efpectall dear frend, M, Gabriel 
flarvey, Doctour of Law. 


SWEET M. Doétour Harvey, (for I cannot entitule you with 
an epithite of lefs value then that which the Grecian and 
Roman oratours afcribed to Theophraftus, in refpect of fo 
many your excellent labours, garnifhed with the garland 
of matchleffe oratory) if at any time either the moft 
earnef{t perfuafion of a deare frend, and unufually moft 
deare and conftant, adjured thereunto by the fingular 
vertue of your moft prayfe-worthy and unmatchable wit ; 
or the wounderful admiration of your peerleffe conceit, em- 
braved with fo many gorgeous ornamentes of divine rhe- 
torique; or the doubtleffe fucceffive benefit thereof, de- 
voted to the glory of our Englifh eloquence, and our vul- 
gar Tufcanifme (if I may fo terme it) may worke any plau- 
fible or refpeétive motions with you to beautifie and enrich 
our age with thofe moft praife-mooving workes, full of gal- 
lanteft difcourfe and reafon, which I underftand by fome 
affured intelligence be now glowing upon the anvile, ready 
to receive the right artificiall forme of divineft workman- 
fhip ; then let, I befeech you, nay, by all our mutual frend- 
fhips I conjure you (love and admiration of them arming 
me with the placarde of farther confidence) those, and other 
your incomparable writings, fpeedily, or rather prefently, 
fhew themfelves in the fhining light of the funne: that, 
by this publication of fo rare and rich difcourfes, our En- 
glifh ravens, the fpitefull enemyes to all birdes of more 
bewtifull wing, and more harmonious note then themfelves, 
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may fhrowde themfelves in their nefts of bafeft obfcurity, 
and keepe hofpitality with battes and owles, fit conforts for 
fuch vile carions. Good fir, arife, and confound thofe vi- 
perous cryticall monfters, and thofe prophane atheiftes of 
our Commonwealth, which endevour with their mutinous 
and ferpentine hiffing, like geefe, not to arme the fenatours 
and oratours of Rome, but to daunt, aftonifh, and, if it were 
poffible, to overthrow them. And fithence the very thun- 
der-lightning of your admirable eloquence is fufficiently 
available to ftrike them with a lame palfie of tongue (if 
they be not already fmitten with a renceleffe apoplexy in 
head, which may eafely enfue fuch contagious catharres 
and reumes, as I am privy fome of them have been griev- 
oufly diffeafed withall), miffe not, but hitt them fuerly 
home, as they deferve with Supererogation. You have 
bene reputed evermore, fince firft I heard of you in Oxford 
and elfewhere, to have bene as much given to favour, com- 
mend, and frequent fuch as were approoved, or toward in 
learning, witt, kinde behaviour, or any good quality, as may 
be required in any man of your demerit: an undoubted 
fign how much you loath invettives or any nedeles conten- 
tions. I would (as many your affectionate frends would) it 
had bene your fortune to have encountred fome other 
Paranymphes, then fuch as you are now to difcipline : moft 
unwillingly, I perceive, but moft neceffarily, and not with- 
out efpeciall confideration, being fo manifeftly urged, and 
grofely provoked to defend yourfelfe. But you have ere 
now bene acquainted with patience perforce; and I hope 
the moft defperate fwafher of them will one day learne to 
fhew himfelf honefter or wifer. And thus recommending 
your fweet endevours, with your graver ftudies, to the 
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higheft treafury of heavenly Mufes, I right heartely take 
my leave with a Sonnet of that Mufe that honoreth the 
Urany of du Bartas, and yourfelfe: of Du Bartas elfe- 
where; here of him whofe excellent pages of the French 
king, the Scottifh king, the brave Monfieur de la Noe, the 
aforefayd Lord du Bartas, Sir Philip Sidney, and fundry 
other worthy perfonages, deferve immortall commendation. 
I thanke him very hartely that imparted unto me thofe 
fewe fheetes; and if all be like them, truly all is paffing 
notable, and right fingular. 


SONNET. 


Thofe learned oratours, Roomes auncient fages, 
Perfuafions pith, directours of affection, 
The mindes chief counfail, rhetoriques perfection, 
The pleafaunt baulms of peace, warres fierce outrages: 
Sweet Grecian prophets, whofe fmooth Mufe affuages 
The Furies powerfull wrath, poifons infection : 
Philofophers (by caufes due connexion, 
Match’t with th’effects of Nature) future ages 
Embraving with rich documents of Art: 
The wifeft ftatefmen of calme commonweales : 
The learned generall councels, which impart 
Divineft laws, whofe wholefome phyfique heales 
Both church and layety : all in one beholde 
Ennobled arts, as precious ftones in gold. 


From my lodging in Holborne, this of June, 1593, your 
moft affectionate, 
BARNABE BARNES. 
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Having perufed my former fonet, if it may pleafe you, 
fir, to do afmuch for your deare frends Parthcnophill and 
Parthenophe, they fhall have the defired fruite of their fhort 
exercife, and will reft beholding to your curteous accept- 
ance; which they would be glad to rcacquite in the 
loovingeft manner they may. And fo moft affectionatly 
recommend themfelves unto your good felf, whofe unblem- 
ifhed fame they will evermore maintaine with the beft 
bloud of their hartes, tongues, and pennes. We will not 
fay how much we long to feethe whole prayfes of your two 
notorious enemies, the Affe and the Foxe. 


SONET. 
Nash, or the confuting Gentleman. 


The Mufes fcorne ; the courtiers laughing-ftock ; 
The countreys coxecombe ; printers proper new ; 
The cities leprofy ; the pandars ftew ; 

Virtues disdayne ; Honefties adverfe rock ; 

Envies vile champion ; Slaunders ftumblingblock. 
Graund oratour of cumuny-catchers crew ; 

Bafe broaching tapfter of reports untrue ; 
Our moderne viper, and our countryes mock ; 

True valor’s cancer-worme, fweet learnings ruft. 
Where fhall I finde meete colours and fit wordes 
For fuch a counterfaict and worthleffe matter ? 

Him whom thou rayleft on at thine owne luft, 
sith Bodine and {weet Sidney did not flatter, 

His invective thee too much grace affordes. 


PARTHENOPHIL. 
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SONNET. 
Harvey, or the Sweet Doétour. 


SIDNEY, fweet cignet, pride of Thamefis ; 
Apollos laurell; Mars his proud proweffe ; 
BODINE, regifter of realmes happineffe, 
Which Italyes and Fraunces wonder is: 
HATCHER, with filence whom I may not mifs : 
Nor LEWEN, rhetoriques richeft nobleffe: 
Nor WILSON, whofe difcretion did redreffe 
Our Englifh barbarifme ; adjoyne to this 
Divineft morall SPENCER: let thefe fpeake 
By their fweet letters, which do beft unfould 
HARVEY'S deferved praife, fince my Mufe weake 
Cannot relate fomuch as hath bene tould. 
By thefe forenam’d : then, vaine it were to bring 
New feather to his Fames [wift-feathered wing. 


PARTHENOPHE. 


The Printers Advertiffement to the Gentleman Reader. 


CURTEOUS Gentlemen, it feemed good to M. Doctour 
Harvey, for brevity-fake, and becaufe he liked not over- 
long preambles, or poftambles, to fhort difcourfes, to omit 
the commendatorie Letters and Sonnets of M. Thorius, M. 
Chewt, and divers other his affectionate frendes of London 
and both the Univerfities, which, nevertheleffe, are referved 
to be prefixed, inferted, or annexed, either in his defenfive 
Letters, enlarged with certaine new epiftles of more fpeciall 
note, or in his Difcourfes of Nafhes S. Fame, already 
finifhed, and prefently to be publifhed, as thefe fhall like 
their enterteinement ; of whofe favorable and plaufible 
welcome divers learned and fine wittes have prefumed the 
beft. Howbeit, finally it was thought not amiffe, upon 
conference with fome his advifed acquaintance, to make 
choice of fome two or three of the reafonableft and tem- 
perateft Sonnets (but for variety, and to avoid tedioufneffe 
in the entrance, rather to be annexed in the end, then pre- 
fixed in the beginning of the prefent Difcourfes) one of the 
forefayd M. Thorius, an other of M. Chewt, and the third 
of a learned French gentleman, Monfieur Fregeuill Gautius, 
who hath publifhed fome weighty treatifes, afwell politique 
as religious, both in Latin and French, and hath acquainted 
M. Doétour Harvey with certaine moft profitable mathe- 
maticall devifes of his own invention. The refidue is not 
added by me, but annexed by the autor himfelfe, whom I 
humbly recommende to your curteous cenfure, and fo reft 
from overtroubling you with my unpolithed lines. 
D 
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INTRODUCTION. 2 
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TuHE length of this tract has rendered it necessary for us to 
divide it into Parts; and it will be found on reading it. that the 
author, Gabriel Harvey, has gone at large, and with much 
learning and more self-conceit, into tho discussion of many 
matters besides his dispute with Thomas Nash. There is hardly 
any question in religion, politics, history, philosophy, litera- 
ture, or criticism, upon which the Orator has not offered, and 
indeed thrust forward, his opinions: in doing so, we must ac- 
knowledge that he often gives information, new in itself and 
interesting in its topics, and this circumstance renders the pro- 
duction before us much more readable than it might otherwise be 
considered. Harvey’s style is often turgid, bombastic, redundant, 
and so full of reduplications and pleonasms as to make it quite 
clear that he was on excellent terms with himself, and fancied 
that the pleasure he took in the writing would certainly be parti- 
cipated in the reading. 

The date at the close of “ Pierce’s Supercrogation” is 27 April 
15938, so that it ought to be perused before the same writer's 
‘* New Letter of Notable Contents’, which bears the date of 16 
September in the same year. As stated on a previous occasion, 


a 


oe 


the last of our series of these contentious pamphlets will be 
accompanied by a statement of the precise sequence in which, 
we think, they ought to be bound, and it may or may not be 
preferred to the order in which we have reprinted them—a pro- 
cess regulated mainly by the difficulty or facility with which we 
were able to obtain transcripts. We ought to have stated, in 
reference to the “ New Letter of Notable Contents’, that we 
were indebted for the use of the original edition to the kindness 
of Frederic Ouvry, Esq., Treasurer of the Society of Antiquaries. 
We are always glad to acknowledge obligations of this kind ; 
but our opportunities of doing so are more rare than we could 


wish. 


J. P.C. 


Prerces Supererogation : 


OR 
A NEW PRAYSE OF THE OLD ASSE. 


A Preparative to certaine larger Difcourfes, intituled 
NASHES S. FAME. 


0 


I was ever unwilling to undertake any enterprife that was 

unmeete for me; orto play any part, either in earneft or 
in jest, that might ill-befeeme me: and never more unwilling 
then at this inftant,when I muft needes do it, or put fomething 
in hazard that I would be loth to commit to the curtefie 
of adventure. Not because my confuters fwordes or my 
enemies daggers carry any credit with the wife; or because 
my letters feare any difcredite with the honeft ; or becaufe I 
cannot abide to be confuted, that dayly confute my felf 
and condemne every mine owne default with rigour ; but 
becaufe filence may feeme fufpicious to many, patience con- 
temptible to fome, a good minde a bad hart to thofe that , 
value all by courage, a knowne forbearer of libellers, a con- 
tinuall bearer of coales: and there is no end of abufes upon 
abufes, of injuries upon injuries, of contempt upon contempt, 
where prefumptuous impudency and odious flaunder, the 
two erranteft vagabonds in the world, may fafeconduct 
themfelves and franckely paffe uncontrolled. Yet were 
that either all, or the worft of all, I could ftill vow filence 
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in brawles, and would ftill profeffe patience in wronges (I 
hate brawles with my hart, and can turne over a volume 
of wronges with a wett finger); but fome cunning men, that 
carry hooney in their mouthes and gall in their hartes, not 
so fweete in the premiffes as bitter in the conclufion, can 
{moothly and finely defcant upon the leaft advantage, how- 
foever injurious ; and certaine pretty experiences, by way 
of fenfible inftruction, have taught fome that malice was 
never fuch an hypocrite as now, and the world never fuch 
a Scoggin as now, and the divell never fuch a knave as now: 
and what a defperate diffoluteness were it in him that re- 
gardeth his good name to abandon himfelfe, or to relinquifh 
the deereft thing in this life (I know no deerer thing then 
honeft credite) to the favour of envy or to the difcretion of 
fortune? Gentlemen, he is hardly beftead for a patrone 
that relyeth on the tuition of envy, or repofeth his afhance 
in the protection of fortune; and he muft not take it un- 
kindely to bee forfaken of other by the way that forfaketh 
himfelfe in the way. Even he that loveth not to be his 
owne defender, much lefsc his owne prayfer (do him no 
wrong, my matters, though ye doe him no right), yet hateth 
to be his owne traytor, and hath reafon to experimente 
fome rounde conclufions before hee offer his throte to the 
blade of villany, or his forhead to the brand of diffamation. 
And, although he be the fubject of his own contempt and 
the argument of his owne fatyres (furely no tman_ leffe 
doteth upon himfelfe, or more feverely cenfureth his own 
imperfections), yet he in fome refpects difdayneth to be 
reviled by the abjects of the world, whofe difpraife in fome 
age were a commendation and whofe praife an invective : 
but this is a queint world, and needcth no Aprill fhowers 
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to furnifh May games. I proteft I have, thefe many yeerecs, 
not in pride but in judgement, fcorned to appeere in the 
rancke of this scribling generation; and could not have bene 
hired with a great fee to publifh any pamphlet of whatfo- 
ever nature in mine owne name, had I not bene intollerably 
provoked, firft by one rakehell and now by another, the 
two impudenteft mates that ever haunted the preffe (fome 
have called them knaves in grofe, I have found them fooles 
in retayle) ; but when it came to this defperate point, that 
I muft needes either bee a bafe writer, or a vile affe in 
printe, the leffe of the two evils was to be chofen, and I 
compelled rather to alter my refolution for a time then to 
prejudice my felf for ever. They that lift may feede at the 
manger with the fonnes of the mule: it is an other table, 
philofophy that I fanfie. Howbeit, amongft all the mif- 
fortunes that ever happened unto me, I account it my 
greateft affliction, that I am conftrained to bufy my penne 
without ground or fubftance of difcourfe meete for an active 
and induftrious world. Every man hath his croffes in one 
accident or other; but I know not a greevouffer perfecution 
then a bafe employment of precious time neceffarily en- 
forced. Other croffes may fomeway edifie: this is a plague 
without remedy, a torment without end, a hell without re- 
demption. As in the courfe of my ftudy it was allwayes 
my reckoning, he loofeth nothing, whatfoever he looseth, 
that gaineth time; fo in the tafke of my writing or other 
exercife, it is my account, he gayneth nothing, whatfoever 
he gayneth, that loofeth time. A good matter, delivered 
in good manner, winneth fome eftimation with good mindes, 
but no manner fufficient to countenance a contemptible 
theame: and a rafcall fubjeét abafeth any forme, or what 
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hath drowned the memory of the trimmeft and daintieft 
trifles, that fine conceit hath devifed ? Were it mine owne 
election, I might worthily incurre many reproofes, and 
juftly impute them to my fimple choyce ; but neceffity hath 
as little free-will as law, and compelleth, like a tyrant, 
where it cannot perfwade, like an oratour, or advife like a 
counfellour. Any virtue, an honourable commonplace, 
and a flourifhing braunch of an heavenly tree: politique 
and militar affaires, the worthieft matters of confultation, 
and the two herculean pillers of noble ftates, the private 
lives of excellent perfonages in fondry courfes, and the 
publike actions of puiffant nations in fondry governementes, 
fhining mirrours of notable ufe for the prefent time and 
future ages. Were it at my appointment to difpofe freely 
of mine owne howers, O, how willingly and cheerefully could 
I fpend the frefheft and deereft part of my life in such 
argumentes of valour! Learninge is a goodly and gallant 
creature in many partes, and divers members of that beau- 
tifull body upbraide the moft exquifite penne and moft 
curious pencill of infufficiency; no diligence too-much, 
where no labour enough: the fruitefulleft fciences require 
painefulleft induftry, and fome lively principles would be 
touched to the quicke: whatfoever booke-case or fchole- 
point is found by experience to be effential and practicable 
in the world, deferveth to be difcuffed with fharpe invention 
and found judgement. I could yet take pleafure and prof- 
fite in canvaffing fome problems of naturall philofophy, of 
the mathematiques, of geography, and hydrography, of other 
commodious experimentes, fit to advaunce many valorous 
a€tions ; and I would, upon mine owne charges, travaile 
into any parte of Europe to heare fome pregnant paradoxes 
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and certaine fingular queftions in the higheft profeffions of 
learning, in phyfick, in law, in divinity, effectually and 
thoroughly difputed pro and contra, and would thinke my 
travaile as advauntageoufly beftowed to fome purpofes of 
importance, as they that have adventuroufly difcovered 
new-found landes, or bravely furprized Indies. What con- 
ferences or difputations, what parliaments or councels, like 
thofe that deliberate upon the beft governement of com- 
monwealthes, and the beft difcipline of churches; the 
dubble anchor of the mighty fhipp, and the two great 
luminaries of the world? Other extravagant difcourfes, 
not materiall or quarrelous contentions, not availeable, are 
but waftinge of winde or blotting of paper. What, fhould 
exercife or ftuddy burne the sunne or the candle in vaine? 
or, what fhould I doe againft my felfe in fpeakinge for my 
felfe, if outward refpectes did not inwardly gripe and a pre- 
fent exigence lay violent hands upon me? Though ex- 
tremity be powerable, yet an unwilling will is excufable. 
Philofophers and lawyers can best argue the case of in- 
voluntary acts, but what fo forcible as compulfion, or fo 
pardonable as a paffive action? Blame him not, or blame 
him gently, that would be a little loth to be dieted at the 
racke of the old Affe, or to be bitten of the young dog. 
He is no party in the caufe, that pleadeth thus againft 
Arifiogiton. Sweet gentlemen, imagine it to be a fpeech 
addreffed unto your felves: Peradventure the viper did 
never bite any of you, and the Gods forbid it fhould ever bite 
you; but when you espie any fuch pernicious creature, you 
prefently difpatch it: in like manner, when you behold a 
Sycophant and a man of a viperous nature, looke not till he 
hath bitten fone of you, but fo fooneas he ftarteth up pull 
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him down. And again, in another place of the fame fen- 
tentious and politique oration: Hee that mainetayneth a 
fycophant is by nature and kinde an enemy of the good ; un- 
leffe fome-body tmagine that the feede and root of a naughtey 
fycophant ought to rematine in the citty, as tt were, for flore 
or good husbandry. Demofthenes was as deepely wife as 
highly eloquent, and hath many fuch notable fentences, as 
it were, caveats or provifoes againft the daungerous enne- 
mies of that flourifhing citty, and especially againft calum- 
niatours, whofe viperous fting hee could by no meanes 
avoide; albeit, otherwife fuch an oratour as could allure 
heartes with perfwafion, or conjure mindes with aftonith- 
ment. I would no other citty loved figges; or muft an 
other citty of neceffity love figges, becaufe it is growne an 
other Athens, a mother of eloquence, a nurfe of learning, a 
grandame of valour, a feat of honor, and, as Ariftotle termed 
Athens, a garden of Alcinous, wherein one fruite ripeneth 
upon an other, one peare uppon an other, one grape upon 
an other, and one figge uppon an other. The fycophant be 
his owne interpreter ; and if he may be licenfed or permitted 
to bee his owne carver too, much good may it doe him,and 
fweete digeftion give him joy of his dainety figg. I muft 
have a little care of one that canot eafily brucke unreafon- 
able fawcineffe, and would be loth to fee the garden of 
Alcinous made the garden of Greene, or motley. It was 
wont to be faid by way of a proverbe, he that will be 
made a sheepe fhall find wolves enough; but, forfooth, this 
exceeding-wife world is a great Affe-maker; and he that 
will fuffer himfelfe to be proclaimed an Affe in printe shall 
bee fure never to want loade, and loade enough. Who fo 
ready to call her neighbour a fkold, as the rankeft fkold of 
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the parifh ; or who fo forward to accufe, to debafe, to revile, 
to crow-treade an other as the arranteft fellow in a country? 
Let his owne mouth be his pasport, or his owne penne his 
warrant, and who fo leawd as his greateft adverfary, mo- 
defty ; or so honeft as his deereft frend, villany ; or fo learned 
as his learndeft counsell, vanity ; or fo wife as his profoundeft 
autor, young Apuleius ? What familiar spirite of the ayre, or 
fire, like the glibb and nimble witt of young Apuleius ? or 
where is the eloquence that fhould defcribe the particular 
perfections of young Apuleius? Prudence may borrow 
difcretion, logique arguments, rhetorique coulours, phan- 
tasy conceites, fteele an edge, and gold a lufter, of young 
Apuleius. O, the rareand queint invention! 6, the gallant 
and gorgeous elocution! 6, the brave and admirable ampli- 
fications! 6, the artificiall and fine extenuations! 6, the 
lively pourtraitures of egregious prayfes and difprayfes! 6, 
the cunning and straunge mingle-mangles! 6, the pithy 
jeftes and marvelous girdes of young Apuleius, the very 
prodigality of art and nature! What greater impoffibility 
then to decipher the high and mighty ftile of young 
Apuleius, without a liberall portion of the same elevate 
spirite? Happy the old father that begat, and thrise happy 
the fweete mufes that fuckled and foftered young Apuleius! 

Till admiration hath found-out a fmoother and trickfier 
quill for the purpose, defire must be content to leave the 
fupple and tidy conftitution of his omni-fufficient witt un- 
displayed. Onely it becommeth gentle mindes to yeeld 
themfelves thanckefull, and to tender their bounden ducty 
to that ineftimable pearle of eloquence for this precious 
glimze of his incomprehenfible valour : one fhorte maxime, 
but more worth then all the axioms of Ariftotle ; or the 


io] 
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idces of Plato; or the aphorifmes of Hippocrates ; or the 
paragraphes of Juftinian. He knoweth not to manage his 
penne, that was not born with an affe in his mouth,a foole 
in his throate, and a knave in his whole body. Simp!e 
men may write againft other, or pleade for themfelves; but 
they cannot confute cuttingly, like a hackfter of Queen- 
Hith, or bellow luftely, like the foreman of the heard. I goe 
not about to difcover an affe in an oxes hide: he needeth 
no other to pull him by the famous eares, that is fo hafty to 
defcry and fo bufy to beftirre his wifeft partes ; but what a 
notable affe indeede was I, that fought the winges of a 
mounting Pegafus, or a ftying Phenix, where I found the 
head and feete of a braying creature. Some promifes are 
desperate debtes, and many threatninges empty cloudes ; 
or rather armies fighting in the ayre, terrible vifions. Sim- 
plicity cannot dubble, and plaine dealing will not diffemble. 
[ looked either for a fine-witted man, as quicke as quick- 
filver, that, with a nimble dexterity of lively conceite and 
exquifite fecretaryfhip, would out-runne mee many hundred 
miles in the courfe of his dainty deuifes ; a delicate minion, 
or fome terrible bombarder of tearmes, as wild as wildfire, 
that, at the firft flath of his fury, would leave me thunder- 
ftricken upon the ground, or, at the laft volley of his out- 
rage, would batter me to duft and afhes. A redoubted 
adverfary! But the trimme filke-worme I looked for (as it 
were in a proper contempt of common fineneffe) prooveth but 
a filly glow-woorme, and the dreadfull enginer of phrafes, in 
stcede of thunderboltes, fhooteth nothing but dogboltes and 
catboltes, and the homelieft boltes of rude folly: fuch 
arrant confuting stuffe,as never print faw compiled to- 
ecther, till maifter Villany became an autor, and Sir Nath 
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a gentleman. Printers, take hede how ye play the heralds. 
Some lufty gentlemen of the maker can no fooner bare a 
goofe-quill or a woodcockes feather in their fhield, but 
they are like the renowmed Lobbelinus when hee had got- 
ten a new coate, and take upon them, without pitty or 
mercy, like the onely lordes of the field. If ever efquier 
raved with conceit of his new armes, it is Danters gentle- 
man, that mightily defpifeth whatfoever hee beholdeth 
from the high turret of his creast, and cranckly fpitteth 
uppon the heads of fome that were not greatly acquaynted 
with fuch familiar enterteinement. His beft frende be his 
judge; and I appeale to my worft ennemy, whether he 
ever read a more peftilent example of proftituted im- 
pudency? Were hee not a kinfeman of the forefayd viper, 
a dog in malice, a calfe in witt, an oxe in learning, and an 
affe in difcretion (time fhall cronicle him as he is) was it 
poffible that any man fhould have beftowed fome broad and 
loud tearmes as he hath done? Who could abide it with- 
out actual revenge, but hee that enterteineth fpite with a 
fmile, maketh a paftime of Straunge Newes, turneth choler 
into fanguine, vineger into wine, vexation into fport, and 
hath a falve for a greater sore? 

Come, young fophifters, you that affecte raylinge in your 
difputations, and with a clamorous howte would fet the 
philofophy fchooles zon plus: come, olde cutters, you that 
ufe to make dowty frayes in the ftreetes, and would hack- 
it terribly: come, hee-and-fhee-fcoldes, you that love to 
pleade-it-out invincibly at the barre of the dunghill, and 
will rather loofe your lives, then the laft word: come, bufy 
commotioners, you that carry a world of quarrelous wits 
and mutinous tounges in your heads: come, moft-redowted 


12 Pierces Supercrogation. 


Momus, you that will fternely keepe heaven and earth 
in awe: come, running heads and giddy pennes of all hu- 
mours, you that daunce attendance upon oddeft fafhions, 
and learne a perfcét methode, to paffe other, and to excell 
your felves, fuch a new-devifed modell as never faw fun 
before, and may make the gaycft mold of antiquity to 
blufh.° Old Archilochus and Theon were but botchers in 
their rayling faculty ; Stefichorus, but a grofe bungler; 
Ariftarchus, but a curious and nice foole; Ariftophanes 
and Lucian, but merry jefters; Ibis againft Ovid; Mevius 
againft Horace; Carbilius Pictor againft Virgill; Lavinius 
againft Terence; Cratena againft Euripedes ; Zoilus againft 
Homer, but rancke fowters. Saluft did but dally with 
Tully ; Demades but toy with Demofthenes; Pericles but 
fporte with Thucydides, and fo foorth. For examples are 
infinite; and no exercife more auncient then iambiques 
amonegft poetes ; invectives amongft oratours; confutations 
amongft philofophers; fatyres amongft carpers; libels 
amongft factioners ; pafquils amongft malcontentes ; and 
quarrels amongft all. But the olde age was an infante in 
witt, and a grammer fcholler in arte; Lucians Retor, never 
fo bravely furnifhed, will be heard with an eccho: Julian 
will rattle Chriftendome; Arrius will fhake the church ; 
Macchiavell will yerke the commonwealth; Unico Aretino 
will fcourge princes ; and here is a lufty ladd of the caf- 
tell that will bind beares and ride golden affes to 
death. Were the pith of courage loft, it might be founde 
in his penne; or were the marrow of conceite to feeke, 
where fhould witt looke for witt but in his incke-bottle ? 
Arte was a dunfe till hee was a writer; and the quickeft 
confuter a drowfy dreamer, till he put a life into the dead 
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quill, and a flye into the woodden boxe of forlorne Pan- 
dora. A pointe for the fatyrift, whofe conceite is not a 
ruffan in folio; and a figg for the confuter, that is not a 
fwafhbucler with his pen! Old whimwhams have plodded 
on long enough; frefh invention from the tapp muft have 
his frifkes and careers an other while ; and what compara- 
ble to this fpowte of yarking eloquence? Give me the 
fellow that is as Peereleffe as Pennyleffe; and can oppofe 
all the libraries in Poules Churchyard with one wonderfull 
work of Supererogation; fuch an unmatcheable peece of 
Learning, as no bookes can countervaile, but his owne; 
the onely recordes of the fingularities of this age. Did I 
{peake at a venture, I might deceive, and be deceived ; but 
where experience is a witneffe, and judgement the judge, 
I hope the errour will not be unreafonably great. 

There was a time when I floted in a fea of encountring 
waves, and devoured many famous confutations with an 
eager and infatiable appetite; efpecially Ariftotle againft 
Plato and the old philofophers, divers excellent Platoniftes, 
indued with rare and divine wittes, (of whome elfewhere at 
large) Juftinus Martyr, Philoponus, Valla, Vives, Ramus 
again{t Ariftotle: oh! but the great maifter of the fchooles 
and high chauncellour of univerfities could not want preg- 
nant defence: Perionius, Gallandius, Carpentarius, Sceg- 
gius, Licblerus againft Ramus, What! hath the royall 
profeffour of eloquence and philofophy no favourites ? 
Talzus, Offatus, Freigius, Minos, Rodingus, Scribonius, for 
Ramus againft them ; and fo foorth, in that hott contradic- 
tory courfe of logique and philofophy. But alas! filly men, 
fimple Ariftotle, more fimple Ramus, moft fimple the reft, 
either ye never knew what a fharpe-edged and cutting con- 
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futation meant, or the date of your ftale oppofitions is ex- 
pired, and a new-found land of confuting commodities dif- 
covered by this brave Columbus of tearmes, and this onely 
marchant venturer of quarrels, that detecteth new Indies of 
invention, and hath the winds of A“olus at commaunde- 
ment. Happy, you flourifhinge youthes that follow his 
incomparable learned fteps; and unhappy, we old dunfes 
that wanted fuch a worthy prefident of all nimble and 
lively dexterities! What, fhould I appeale infinite other to 
their perpetual! fhame, or fummon fuch and fuch to their 
foule difgrace ? Erafmus in Latine, and Sir Thomas More 
in Englifh, were fuppofed fine and pleafant confuters in 
their time, and were accordingly embraced of the forwardeft 
and trimmeft wittes: but alacke, how unlike this dainty 
minion! Agrippa was reputed a gyant in confutation; a 
demi-god in omnifufficiency of knowledge; a divell in the 
practife of horrible artes : oh! but Agrippa was an urcheon, 
Copernicus a fhrimpe, Cardan a puppy, Scaliger a baby, 
Paracelfus a fcab, Eraftus a patch, Sigonius a toy, Cujacius 
a bable to this termagant, that fighteth not with fimple 
wordes, but with dubble fwordes ; not with the trickling 
water of Helicon, but with piercing aqua fortis; not with 
the forry powder of experience, but with terrible gun- 
powder ; not with the fmall fhott of contention, but with 
the maine ordinaunce of fury. For brevity I overfkip 
many notable men, and valorous confuters in their feverall 
vaines, had not affection otherwhiles fwinged their reafon, 
where reafon fhould have fwayed their affection. But par- 
tiality was ever the bufieft actour ; and paffion, the whotteft 
confuter, whatfoever plaufible caufe otherwife pretended ; 
and hee is rather to bee efteemed an angell then a man, 
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or a man of heaven, not of earth, that tendereth integrity 
in his hart, equity in his tounge, and reafon in his penne. 
Fleth and bloud are fraile creatures and partiall difcourfers ; 
but he approacheth neereft unto God, and yeeldeth fweeteft 
fruite of a divine difpofition, that is not tranfported with 
wrath, or any blinde paffion, but guided with cleere and 
pure reafon, the foveraigne principle of found proceeding. 
It is not the affirmative or negative of the writer, but the 
trueth of the matter written, that carryeth meat in the 
mouth and victory in the hande. There is nothing fo ex- 
ceeding foolifh but hath beene defended by fome wife man ; 
nor any thinge so passinge wife but hath bene confuted by 
fome foole. Mans will no fafe rule, as Ariftotle sayth: 
good Homer fometime fleepeth; S. Auguftine was not 
afhamed of his retractations ; S. Barnard faw not all thinges ; 
and the beft chart may eftfoones overthrow. He that 
taketh a confutation in hand must bringe the ftandard of 
judgement with him, and make wifedome the moderatour 
of wit. But I might afwell have overpaffed the censure as 
the perfons ; and I have to do with a party that valueth 
both alike, and can phanfy no autor but his owne phanfy. 
It is neyther reafon, nor rime, nor witt, nor arte, nor any 
imitation that he regardeth; hee hath builded towers of 
Supererrogation in his owne head, and they muft ftand 
whofoever fall. Howbeit, I cannot overflipp fome without 
manifeft injury, that deserve to have their names enrolled 
in the firft rancke of valiant confuters: worthy men, but 
fubject to imperfections, to errour, to mutuall reproofe ; 
fome more, fome lesse, as the manner is. Harding and 
Jewell were our Efchines and Demofthenes; and fcarfely 
any language in the Chriftian world hath affoorded a payre 
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of adverfaries equivalent to Harding and Jewell: two 
thundring and lightning oratours in divinity ; but now, at 
last, infinitely overmatched by this hideous thunderbolt in 
humanity, that hath the onely right tearmes invective, and 
triumpheth over all the fpirites of contradiction. You that 
have read Luther againft the Pope; Sadolet, Longolius, 
Omphalius, Oforius, againft Luther; Calvin again{t Sado- 
let, Melanchthon againft Longolius, Sturmius against Om- 
phalius, Haddon againft Oforius, Baldwin against Calvin, 
Beza againfte Baldwin, Eraftus againft Beza, Travers againft 
Eraftus, Sutcliff against Travers, and so forth (for there 
is no ende of endleffe controversies; nor Bellarmine fhall 
ever fatisfye the Proteftantes; nor Whittaker contente 
the Papiftes; nor Bancroft appeafe the Precifians; nor 
any reafon pacify affection; nor any authority refolve 
obftinacy). You that have most diligently read thefe, 
and thefe, and fundry other, reputed excellente in their 
kindes, caft them all away, and read him alone, that can 
fchoole them all in their tearmes invective, and teacheth 
a new-found arte of confuting, his all-onely arte. Martin 
himfelfe but a mea-cocke, and Papp-hatchet himfelfe but 
a milkefop to him: that inditeth with a penne of fury 
and the incke of vengeance, and hath cart-loades of paper- 
shot, and chainshot at commaundement. Tush! no man 
can blafon his armes but himfelfe. Behold the mighty 
champion, the dubble fword-bearer, the redowtable fighter 
with both handes, that hath robbed William Conquerour of 
his furname, and in the very firft page of his Straunge 
Newes choppeth-off the head of Foure Letters at a blow! 
Hee it is that hath it rightly in him indeede, and can 
roundly doe the feate, with a witneffe. Why, man, he ts 
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worth a thoufand of thefe pidlinge and driblinge confuters, 
that fitt all day buzzing upon a blunt point or two, and 
with much adoe drifle out as many fentences in a weeke as 
he will powre-downe in an howre. It is not long since the 
goodlyeft graces of the moft-noble commonwealthes upon 
earth, eloquence in specch, and civility in manners, arrived 
in thefe remote parts of the world: it was a happy revolu- 
tion of the heavens, and worthy to be chronicled in an 
Englifh Livy, when Tiberis flowed into the Thames, Athens 
removed to London, pure Italy and fine Greece planted 
themfelves in rich England: Apollo, with his delicate troupe 
of Mufes, forfooke his old mountaines and rivers, and fre- 
quented a new Parnaffus, and an other Helicon, nothinge 
inferiour to the olde when they were moft-folemnly haunted 
of divine wittes, that taught rhetorique to fpeake with 
applause, and poetry to fing with admiration. But even 
fince that flourifhing tranfplantation of the daintieft and 
fweeteft lerning that humanity ever tafted, arte did but 
fpringe in fuch as Sir John Cheeke and M. Afcham ; and 
witt budd in such as Sir Phillip Sidney and M. Spencer; 
which were but the violetes of March, or the primerofes of 
May, till the one begane to fprowte in M. Robart Greene, 
as in a fweating impe of the ever-greene Laureli; the other 
to bloffome in M. Pierce Pennileffe, as in the riche garden 
of pore Adonis ; both to growe to perfection in M. Thomas 
Nafhe, whofe prime is a harveft, whofe arte a mifterie, 
whofe witt a miracle, whofe ftile the onely life of the preffe, 
and the very hart-blood of the grape. There was a kind 
of {mooth, and clenly, and neate, and fine elegancy before 
(proper men, handfome giftes); but alacke! nothinge livelie 
and mightie, like the brave zo de monte, till his frifking 
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penne began to playe the Sprite of the Buttry, and to 
teach his mother-tongue fuch lufty gambolds as may make 
the gallanteft French, Italian, or Spanifh gagliards to blufhe 
for extreame fhame of their ideot fimplicitie. Tlie dif- 
ference of wittes is exceeding ftraung and almost incredible. 
Good Lord! how may one man paffe a thoufand, and a 
thoufand not compare with one? Arte may give out pre- 
cepts and directoryes in commun? forma, but it is fuper- 
excellent witt that is the mother pearle of precious inven- 
tion, and the goulden mine of gorgeous elocution. Na, it 
is a certaine pregnant and lively thing without name, but 
a queint miftery of mounting conceit, as it were a knacke 
of dexterity, or the nippitaty of the nappieft grape, that 
infinitely surpaffeth all the invention and elocution in the 
world ; and will bunge Demofthenes owne mouth with new- 
fangled figures of the right ftampe, maugre all the thunder- 
ing and lightninge periodes of his eloquenteft orations, for- 
lorne creatures! I have had fome prettie triall of the fineft 
Tufcanifme in graine ; and have curioufly obferved the cun- 
ningeft experiments and braveft complements of afpiring 
emulation, but muft geeve the bell of fingularity to the 
humorous witt, and the garland of victory to the domunter- 
ing eloqucnce. I come not yet to the Praife of the Olde 
Affe: it is young Apuleius that feedeth upon this glory ; 
and having enclofed thefe rancke commons to the proper 
ufe of himfelfe and the capricious flocke, adopteth whom 
he lifteth without exception: as Alexander the Great had 
a huge intention to have all men his fubjects, and all his 
fubjects called Alexanders. It was ftrange newes for fome 
to be fo affefied, and a worke of fupererogation for him, so 
bountifully to voutchfafe his golden name, the appropriate 
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cognifance of his noble ftile. God-night, poore rhetorique 
of forry bookes; adieu, good old humanity ; gentle artes 
and liberall fciences, content your felves; farewell, my 
deere moothers, fometime floorifhing univerfities : fome that 
have long continued your fonnes in nature, your apprentifes 
in arte, your servauntes in exercife, your lovers in affection, 
and your vaffalles in duety muft either take their leaves of 
their fweeteft freendes, or become the flaves of that domi- 
niering eloquence that knoweth no art but the cutting arte, 
nor acknowledgeth any fchoole but the curtifan schoole. 
The reft is pure naturall, or wondrous fupernaturall. Would 
it were not an infectious bane, or an incroching pocke! 
Let me not bee miftaken by finifter conftruction that 
wreafteth and wrigleth every fillable to the worft. I 
have no reference to my felfe, but to my fuperiours 
by incomparable degrees. To be a Ciceronian is a 
flowting ftocke: poore Homer, a wofull wight, may put 
his finger in a hole, or in his blind eye: the excellenteft 
hiftories and woorthieft chronicles (ineftimable monu- 
mentes of wifedome and valour) what but ftale antickes ? 
the flowers and fruites of delicate humanity, that were 
wont to be dainetily and tenderly conferved, now preferved 
with duft as it were with fugar, and with hoare as it were 
with hoony. That frifking wine and that lively knacke in 
the right capricious veine, the onely booke that holdeth 
out with a countenance, and will be heard when woorme- 
toungued oratours, duft-footed poets, and weatherwife hif- 
torians fhall not bee allowed a woord to caft at a doggy. 
There is a fatall period of whatfoever wee terme flourifh- 
inge; the worlde runneth on wheeles, and there muft be a 
vent for all thinges. The Ciceronian may fleepe til the 
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Scogginift hath plaid his part; one fure conny-catcher 
woorth twenty philofophers ; a phantafticall rimefter more 
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the faculty of rayling ; all harfh, or obfcure, that tickleth 
not idle phantafies with wanton dalliance or ruffianly jeftes: 
Robin Good-fellow, the meeteft autor for Robin Hoodes 
library: the leffe of Cambridge or Oxforde, the fitter to 
compile woorkes of Supererogation; and wee that were 
fimply trayned after the Athenian and Roman guife, muft 
bee contente to make roome for roifters that knowe their 
place, and will take it. Titles and tearmes are but woordes 
of courfe: the right fellow, that beareth a braine, can knocke 
twenty titles on the head at a ftroke; and with a jugling 
fhift of that fame invincible knacke defende himfelfe man- 
fully at the paper-barre. Though I be not greatly em- 
ployed, yet my leifure will fcarfely ferve to moralize fables 
of beares, apes, and foxes (fome men can give a fhrewd 
geffe at a courtly allegory), but where lordes in expreffe 
tearmes are magnifically contemned, doctours in the fame 
ftile may be courageoufly confuted. Liberty of tounge and 
pen is no bondman: nippitaty will not be tied toa poft: 
there is a cap of maintenaunce, called impudency; and 
what fay to him, that in a fuperabundaunce of that fame 
odd capricious humour findeth xo fuch want in England, as 
of an Arctine, that might ftripp thefe goldcn Affes out of 
their gay trappinges, and after he had ridden them to death 
with rayling, leave them on the dunghill for carrion? A 
frolicke minde, and a brave fpirite to bee employed with 
his itripping inftrument, in fupply of that onely want of a 
divine Aretine, the great rider of golden Affes. Were his 
penne as fupererogatory a workeman as his harte, or his 
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lines fuch tranfcendentes as his thoughtes, Lord, what an 
egregious Aretine fhould we fhortly have! how exceffively 
exceeding Aretine himfelfe, that beftowed the furmount- 
ingeft amplifications at his pleafure, and was a meere hy- 
perbole incarnate! Time may worke an accomplithment of 
woonders ; and his graund intentions feeme to prognofticate 
no leffe then the uttermoft poffibilities of capacity or fury 
extended: would God, or could the divell, give him that 
unmeafurable allowance of witt and arte, that he extreamely 
affecteth and infinitely wanteth, there were no encounter 
but of admiration and honour. But it may very well be- 
feeme me to conceale defectes; and I were beft to let him 
runne out his jolly race, and to attende hys pleafure at all 
affayes, for feare hee degrade mee, or call mee a letter- 
monger. Oh, would that were the worft! Gallant gentle- 
men, did you ever fee the blades of two brandifhed fwordes 
in the handes of a fury? See them now: and lo! how the 
victorious duellift ftretcheth out the armes of his proweffe, 
to runne uppon thofe poore letters with a maine carreere. 
Aut nunc, aut nunquam: now the deadly ftroke muft be 
{tricken ; now, now he will furely lay about him, like a 
lufty throfsher, and beate all to powder that commeth in 
the mighty fwinge of his dubble flayle. But I know not 
what aftonifhing terror may bedimm my fight ; and perad- 
venture the one of thofe unlawfull weapons is no fword, but 
a fhaken firebrand in the hand of Alecto. All the worfe ;, 
and he twice wo-begon, poore foule, that is at once affaulted 
with fier and iron, the twoo unmercifull inftrumentes of 
Mars enraged. God fhield quiet men from the handes 
of fuch cruell confuters, whofe argumentes are fwoordes, 
whofe fentences, murthering bullets; whofe phrafes, crof- 
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barres; whofe tearmes no leffe then ferpentine powder ; 
whofe very breath, the fier of the match: all exceedingly 
fearefull, fave his footinge, which may haply give him the 
flipp. Hee that ftandeth uppon a wheele, let him beware 
he fall not. I have heard of fome feate ftratagems as fly as 
the flyeft in Frontine or Polyen ; and could tell you a pretty 
tale of a flippery grounde that woulde make fome bodies 
eares glow, but hee that revealeth the fecrete of his owne 
advauntage may have fcope enough to befhrew himfeife. 
The AEgyptian Mercury would provide to plant his foote 
upon a fquare ; and his image in Athens was quadrangular, 
whatfoever was the figure of his hatt; and although he 
were fometime a ball of Fortune (who can affure himfelfe 
of Fortune ?), yet was he never a wheele of foily, or an eele 
of Ely. The glibbeft tunge muft confult with his witt, and 
the roundeft head with his feete, or, peradventure, hee will 
not greatly thanke his tickle devife. The wheclewright may 
bee as honeft a man as the cutler, the drawer as the cutler, 
the devifer as the printer, the worft of the fix as the autor; 
but fome tooles are falfe prophets, and fome fhoppes fuller 
of fophiftry then Aristotles Elenches ; and if never any 
witty devifer did futtelly undermine himfelfe, good enough. 
I can tell you the wheele was an ancient hieroglyphique of 
the moft conning Egyptians, and figured none of their 
higheft myfteries of triumph or glory. But when, againe, I 
lift up mine eyes, and behold the glorious picture of that 
moft threatning Slassher, is it pofhble fo couragious a 
confuter fhould bee leffe terrible then the Bafilifke of Orus 
Apollo, that with his onely hiffing killed the poore {nakes, 
his neighbours? Can any letters live that he will flay ? 
Were not paticnce, or fubmiffion, or any courfe better then 
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farther difcourfe ? What fonder bufinefs then to troble the 
printe with pamphlets that cannot poffibly hve whiles the 
bafilifke hiffeth death ? Was I woont to jeft at Eldertons 
ballatinge, Gascoignes fonnettinge, Greenes pampletting, 
Martins libelling, Hollinfheads engrofing, somebodies abridg- 
ing, and whatchicaltes tranflating, and fhall I now become a 
fcribling creature, with fragmentes of fhame, that might long 
fithence have beene a frefh writer with difcourfes of applaufe? 
The very whole matter, what but a thinge of nothinge ? the 
methode, what but a hotchpott for a gallymafry ? by the 
one or other, what hope of publike ufe or private credite ? 
Socrates minde could as lightly digeft poifon as Mithridates 
boddy ; and how eafily have the greateft ftomackes of all 
ages, or rather the valianteft courages of the worlde, con- 
cocted the harfheft and rankeft injuries. Politique Philip, 
victorious Alexander, invincible Scipio, triumphant Cesar, 
happy Auguftus, magnificent Titus, and the flower of the 
nobleft mindes that immortality honoureth with a fweete 
facility, gave many bitter reprehenfions the flip, and finely 
ridd their handes of rougheft obloquies. Philofophy pro- 
feffeth more ; and the Philofopher of Emperours, or rather 
the Emperour of Philofophers, Marcus Antonius, when hee 
deferved beft, could with a felicity heare the woorft. Cher- 
rifh an inward contentement in thy felfe, my minde ; and 
outwarde occurrences, whom they will not make, fhall not 
marre. It is as great a prayfe to be difcommended of the 
difhoneft as to be commended of the vertuous; fay, affrme, 
confirme, approve, juftify what you can, the captaine-fcolde 
hath vowed the laft word: none fo bolde to adventure any 
thinge as he that hath no good thinge to loofe; let him 
forge, or coyne, who will believe him? Lay open his vanity 
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or foolery, who knoweth it not ? yet who fo eager to de- 
fende or offende, with tooth or nayle, by hooke or crooke ? 
The arte of figges hadd ever a dapper witt, a deft conceite, 
a flicke forhead, a fmugg countenaunce, a ftinginge tongue, 
a nippinge hande, a bytinge penne, and a bottomleffe pitt 
of invention, ftoared with never-fayling fhiftes of counter- 
feite cranckes; and my betters by many degrees have bene 
faine to bee the God-fonnes of young Apuleius. Divers 
excellente men have prayfed the old affe; give the young 
affe leave to praife himfelfe, and to practife his minion rhe- 
torique uppon other. There is no dealinge where there is 
no healinge. To ftrive with dirt is filthy; to play with 
edged tooles, daungerous; to trie mafteries with a defpe- 
rate adverfary, hazardous; to encounter Demofthenes viper 
or Apolloes bafilifke, deadly. To intende your owne inten- 
tions with an inviolable conftancy, and to levell continually 
at your owne determined fcope, without refpecte of extra- 
vagant endes or cumberfome interruptions, the beft courfe 
of proceeding, and onely firme, cheerefull, gallant, and 
happy refolution. Every by-way that ftrayeth or gaddeth 
from that direct path a wandring errour, and a perillous 
or threatninge by-way a forreft of wilde beaftes. Hande, 
touch not the ranckeling byle, and throw away the launcing 
inftrument. 

I could conceive no leffe then thus, and thus, when I be- 
ganne to furview that braving Empreffe; and ever me 
thought, Aut nunc, aut nunquam, feemed to prognofticate 
greate tempeftes at hande, and even fuch valorous workes 
of fupererogation as woulde make an employed man of 
Florence or Venice, to breake day with any other impor- 
tant bufineffe of ftate, or traffique. I went on and on, 
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ftill and ftill loking for thofe prefaged woondermentes ; and 
thought it Platoes great yeare, till I hadd runne thorough 
the armed pikes, and felte the whole dinte of the two 
vengcable unlawfull weapons. But, I believe, never poore 
man found his imagination fo hugely mocked as this con- 
futing jugler coofened my expectation without mceafure; as 
if his whole drift had been nothinge elfe but a pleafurable 
comedy, or a mad ftratagem (like thofe of Bacchus and Pan) 
queintlye devifed to defeate the opinion of his credulous 
reader, and to furprife fimple minds with a moft unlikely 
event. A fine peece of conveiance in fome pageantes, and 
a bravedefeigne in fitt place. Arte knoweth the pageants,and 
pollicy the place. In erneft, I expected nether an oratour 
of the ftewes, nor a poet of Bedlam, nor a knight of the 
alehowfe, nor a quean of the cuckingftole, nor a broker of 
baggage ftuffe, nor a pedler of Sraunge Newes, nor anye 
bafe trumperye or meane matters, when Pierce fhould racke 
his witt, and Penniles ftretch-out his courage to the utter- 
moft extent of his poffibility. But without more circum- 
locution, pryde hath a fall; and as of a catt, fo of Pierce 
himfelfe, howfoever infpired or enraged, you can have but 
his fkinne, puffed up with winde and bumbafted with vanitye. 
Even when he ftryveth for life, to fhewe himfelfe braveft in 
the flaunt-aflaunt of his courage; and when a man would 
verily beleeve he fhould nowe behold the ftately perfonage 
of heroicall eloquence face to face, or fee fuch an unfeence 
frame of the miracles of arte, as might amaze the heavenly 
eye of astronomy. Holla, fir! the fweete fpheres are not 
too-prodigall of their foveraine influences. Pardon mee, 
S. Fame. What the firft pang of his divine furie, but not- 
able vanitie ; what the feconde fitte, but woorthy vanitye ? 
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what the thirde career, but egregious vanity: what the 
glory of his ruffian rhetorique and curtifan philofophy, but 
excellent villany. That, that is Pierces Supcererogation ; 
and were Penniles a perfon of any reckoning, as he is a 
man of notorious fame, that, that perhaps, in regarde of the 
outragious fingularity, might be fuppofed a tragicall or 
heroicall villany, if ever any villany were fo intituled. The 
prefent confideration of which fingularity occafionecth me 
to bethinke me of one, that this other day very foberlie 
commended fome extraordinary giftes in Nafhe; and when 
he had gravelie maintayned that, in the refolution of his 
confcience, he was fuch a fellowe as fome wayes had few 
fellowes, at laft concluded fomewhat more roundly. 

Well, my maifters, you may talke your pleafures of Tom 
Nafh; who yet flecpeth fecure, not without prejudice to fome 
that might be more gelous of their name: but aTure your 
Selves, ff M. Penniles had not bene decpely plunged in a pro- 
found exftafie of knavery, M. Picrce had never written that 
famous worke of Supererogation, that now flayneth all the 
bookes in Pautles-churchyard, and fettcth both the univerfitics 
to fchoole. Till I fee your fineft humanitie beftow fuch a 
Liberall exhibition of conceit, and courage, upon your neateft 
wittes, pardon me though I prefer one Jmart pamfict of 
knavery before ten blundring volumes of the nine Mufes. 
Dreaming and finoke amount alike: life ts a gaming, a 
Jugling, a feoulding, alawing, a fkirmifhing, a warre; a co- 
meadte, a tragedy: the fturring witt, a quintef{cnce of quick- 
Silver; and there ts noe deade ficfhe tn affcétion, or cou- 
rage. You may difcourfe of Hermes afcending fpirit; of 
Orpheus enchanting harpe ; of Homers divine furic ; of Tyr- 
leus enraging trumpet, of Pericles bounfinge thundcrclaps ; 
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of Platos enthufiafticall ravifhment, and I wott not what 
marvelous egges in mooncfhine,; but a fiye for all your flying 
Speculations, when one good fellow with his odd jeftes, or one 
madd knave with his awke hibber-gibbcr, is able to putt 
downe twentye of your fmucecf artificiall men, that fimper tt 
fo nicely and coylie in their curious pointes. Try, when you 
meane to be atfgraced : and never give me credit, if fanguine 
witt putt not melancholy arte to bedd. LI had aloft faid, all 
the figures of rhetorique muft abate me an ace of Pterces 
Supererogation; and Penuiles hath a certayne nimble and 
chinbinge reach of invention, as good as a long pole and a 
hooke, that never fayleth at a pinch. It were unnatural, as 
the fwcete emperour Marcus Antoninus faid, that the fig-tree 
fhould ever want juice. You that purpofe with great fummes 
of fitnddy and candles to purchafe the worfhipfull names of 
Dunfes and Dodipoles, may clofely fitt, or fokingly ly at your 
bookcs ; but you that intende to be fine companionable gentle- 
men, fintrkinge wittes, and whipfters in the world, bctake ye 
timely to the lively praciis of the minion profcfion, and enure 
your mercuriall fingers to frame femblable workes of Super- 
erogation. Certes, other rules are foppertes; and they that 
will fecke out the archmiftery of the buficft moderniftes, fhall 
fiud it nether more nor leffe then a certayne pragmaticall 
fecret, called Villany, the verte fctence of fcicnees, and the 
Familiar Spirit of Pierces Supererogation. Coofen not your 
Jfelves with the gay-nothings of children and fchollers : no 
privitie of learning, or infpiration of witt, or revelation of 
mifterycs, or arte notory, countervayleable with Pierces 
Supercrogation ; which, having none of them, hath them all, 
and can make them all affes at his pleafure. The bovke- 
wourme was ucver but a pick-goofe: it is he multiplying 
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Spirit, not of the alchimift, but of the villanift, that knocketh 
the naile on the head, and fpurreth cutt farther in a day then 
the quickeft artift in a weeke. Whiles other are reading, 
wryting, conferring, arguing, adifcourfing, experimenting, 
platforminge, mufing, bussing, or I know not what, that ts 
the fptrrit, that with a woondrous dexterity fhapeth exquifite 
workes, and atchieveth puiffant explottes of Supercrogation. 
O my good frends! as ye love the fweete world, or tender 
your avare felves, be not unmindfull what is good for the ad- 
vauncemente of your commendable partes. All ts nothing 
without advancement. Though my expertence be a cipher in 
thefe caufes, yet having ftudioufly perufcd the newe arte- 
notory, that is, the forefaid Supererogation, and having 
Shaken fo mante learned affes by the eares, as tt were by the 
hands, I could fay no leffe, and might thinke more. 
Something elfe was uttered the fame time by the fame 
gentleman, as well concerning the prefent ftate of France, 
which he termed the moft un-Chriftian kingdome of the 
moft Chriftian kinge; as touching certaine other newes of 
I wott not what dependence; but my minde was running 
on my halfpeny, and my head fo full of the foresaid round 
difcourfe, that my hand was never quyet, untill I had 
altered the tytle of this pamphlet, and newlie chriftened it 
Pierces Supererogation, as well in remembrance of the faide 
difcourfe, as in honour of the appropriate vertues of Pierce 
himfelfe ; who, above all the writers that ever I knew, fhall 
go for my money where the curranteft forgery, impudency, 
arrogancy, phantafticalitie, vanity, and great ftore of little 
difcretton may go for payment, and the filthieft corruption 
of abhominable villany paffe unlaunced. His other miracu- 
lous perfections are {till in abeyance, and his monftrous ex- 
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cellencyes in the predicament of Chimera. The birde of 
Arabia is long in hatchinge ; and mightye workes of Super- 
erogation are not plotted and accomplifhed attonce. It is 
pittie fo hyperbolicall a conceite, overhawty for the fur- 
mounting rage of Taffo in his furious agony, fhould be 
humbled with fo diminutive a witt ; bafe enough for Elder- 
ton and the riffe-raffe of the fcribling rafcality. I have 
heard of many difparagementes in felowfhip, but never faw 
fo great impudency married to fo little witt, or fo huge 
prefumption allyed to fo petty performance. I muft not 
paint, though hee dawbe. Pontan, decipher thy vaunting 
Alopantius Ausimarchides a new; and Terence, difplay thy 
boaftinge Thrafo a new; and Plautus, addreffe thy vain- 
glorious Pyrgopolinices a new: heere is a bratt of arro- 
gancy, a gofling of the printing-houfe, that can teach your 
braggardes to play their partes in the printe of woondcr, 
and to exploit redowtable workes of Supercrogation, such 
as never were atchieved in Latin or Greek ; which deferve 
to bee looked-for with fuch a longing expectation as the 
Jewes looke for their kingly Meffias, or as I looke for 
Agrippas dreadfull Pyromachy ; for Cardans multiplied 
matter that fhall delude the force of the canon ; for Acon- 
tius perfect arte of fortifieing little townes againft the 
greateft battery ; for the Iliades of all courtly ftratagems 
that Antony Niccobonus magnifically promifcth ; for his 
univerfall repertory of all hiftoryes, contayning the memor- 
able actes of all ages, all places, and all persons; for the 
new Calepine of all learned and vulgar languages, written 
or fpoken, whereof a loud rumour was latcly published 
at Bafill ; for a generall Pandeétes of the lawes and ftatutes 
of all nations and commonwealthes in the worlde, largely 
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promifed by Doctor Peter Gregorius, but compendioufly 
perfourmed in his Syutagma Furis Univerft ; for fundry 
fuch famous volumes of hugy miracles in the cloudes. Do 
not fuch arch-woondermentes of fupernaturall furniture 
deferve arch-expectation ? What fhould the fonnes of arte 
dreame of the philofophers ftone that, like Midas, turneth 
into golde whatfoever it toucheth, or of the foveraine and 
divine quinteffence that, like Esculapius, reftoreth health to 
fickneffe ; like Medea, youth to olde-age; like Apollornus 
life to death? No philofophers ftone or foveraine quint- 
effence, howfoever precioufly precious, equivalent to fuch 
divine woorkes of fupererogation. O, high-minded Pierce! 
hadd the traine of your woordes and fentences bene aun- 
{wearable to the retinue of your bragges and threatcs, or 
the robes of your apparaunce in person, futeable to the 
weedcs of your oftentation in tearmcs, I would furely have 
beene the firft that fhould have proclaimed you the moft 
fingular fecretary of this language, and the heavenlieft 
creature under the fpheres. Swceete M. Afcham, that was 
a flowing {pring of humanity, and worthy Sir Phillip Syd- 
ney, that was a florifhing fpring of nobility, muft have par- 
doned me; I would directly have difcharged my confcience. 
But you muft give plaine men leave to utter their opinion 
without courtinge: I honour high heads that ftand upon 
low feet ; I have no great affection to the gay fellowes that 
build up with their clambring hartes, and pull downe with 
their untoward hands. Give me the man that is mceke in 
fpirit, lofty in zcale, fimple in prefumption, gallant in en- 
devour, poore in profeffion, riche in performance. Some 
fuch I knowe; and all fuch I value highly. They glory 
not of the golden ftone, or the youthfull quinteffence ; but 
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induftrie is their goulden ftone, aétion their youthfull 
quinteffence, and valour their divine worke of Supercroga- 
tion. Everye one may thinke as he liftcth, and fpeake as 
he findeth occafion ; but in my fancy they are fimply the 
fimpleft fellows of al other that boaft they will exploitc 
miracles, and come fhort in ordinarie reckonings. Great 
matters are no woonders when they are menaced or pro- 
mifed with big othes ; and fmall thinges are marvels when 
they are not expected or fufpected. I wondred to heare 
that Kelly had gotten the Golden Fliece, and by vertue 
therof was fodenly advaunced into fo honorable reputation 
with the Emperours Majestye; but would have woondred 
more to have feene a woorke of Supererogation from Nafhe, 
whofe witt muft not enter the liftes of comparifon with 
Kellyes alchimy, howfoever, he would feeme to have the 
greene lion and the flying eagle ina boxe. But Kelly will 
bidd him looke to the fwolne toade and the daunfing foole. 
Kelly knoweth his Lutum Sapientieg, and ufeth his tearmes 
of arte. Silence is a great mifterye, and lowde wordes but 
a cowe-herds horne. He that breedeth mountayncs of 
hope, and with much adoe begetteth a molchill (fhall I tell 
him a newe tale in ould Inglifhe ?) beginneth like a mightie 
oxe, and endeth like a fory affe. To atchieve it without 
oftentation is a notable prayfe; but to vaunt it without 
atchevement, or to threaten it without effcéte, is but a 
dubble proofe of a fimple witt. Execution fheweth the 
hability of the man; prefumption bewraieth the vanitie of 
the mind. The funne fayth not, I will thus and thus dif- 
playe my glorious beames, but fhineth indeede ; the fpringe 
braggeth not of gallant flowers, but floritheth indecde ; the 
harveft boafteth not of plentifull fruit, but fructifieth in 
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dcede. Esops fellowes being afked what they could doe, 
anfwered they could do any thing; but Atsope, making a 
{mall fhowe, could doe much indeede : the Grecke fophifters, 
knowing nothinge in comparifon (knowledge is a dry water), 
profeffed a fkill in all thinges ; but Socrates, knowing ina 
manner all things (Socrates was a fpringing rocke), pro- 
feffed a fkill in nothinge; Lullius and his fectaryes have 
the fignet of Hermes, and the admirable arte of difputinge 
infinitly de omni scibilt ; but Agrippa, one of the univerfal- 
left fchollars that Europe hath yeelded, and fuch a one as 
fome learned men of Germany, France, and Italie intituled 
the Omnifcious Doétour, focraticallie declameth againft 
the vanitye of fciences, and for my comforte penneth the 
Apology ofthe Affe. Never anyof thefe prating vagabundes 
had the vertuous elixir, or other important fecret (yet who 
fuch monarches for phifique, chirurgery, fpagirique, aftro- 
logy, palmaftry, naturall and fupernaturall magique, necro- 
mancy, familiar-{piritfhipp, and all profound cunninge, as 
fome of thefe arrant impoftours?) hee is a Pythagorean, 
and a clofe fellow of his tongue and pen, that hath the 
right magiftertum indeede, and can difpatch with the 
finger of art that they promis with the mouth of cofenage. 
They that vaunt do it not, and they that pretend leaft ac- 
complifh moft. High-fpirited Pierce doe it indeede that 
thou crakeft in vaine, and I will honour thy worke, that 
fcorne thy worde. When there was no neede, thy breath 
was the mouth of A¢tna, and, like a Cyclops, thou didftt 
forge thunder in Mongibello. Now the warringe planet was 
expected in perfon, and the Fiery Trigon feemed to give the 
alarme ; thou talkc/t of cattes meate and dogges meate enough : 
and wilt try it out by the teeth at the figne of the dogs- 
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head in the pot. Oh, what a chatering monky is here! 
and, oh, what a dog-fly is the dog-ftarr proved! Elderton 
would have anfwered this geere out-of-cry ; or, had I the 
witt of Scoggin, I could fay fome thing to it : but I looked 
for cattes meate in agua fortis, and dogs meat in gun- 
powder, and can no {kill of thefe termes, fteeped in thy 
mothers gutter and thy fathers kennel. Na, if you will 
needes ftrike it as dead as a dore naile, and run upon me 
with the blade of cattes meate, and the fierbrond of dogges 
meate, I have doone; or, in cafe your meaning be, as you 
ftoutely proteft, to trounce me after twenty in the hun- 
dred, and to have a bout with me with two flaves and a pyke, 
like a tall fellowe of Cracovia, there is no dealing for fhort 
weapons. Young Martin was an ould hackfter; and had 
you plaid your maifters pryzes in his time, he peradventure 
durfte have looked thofe two ftaves in the face, and would 
have defired that pike of fome more acquaintance; but 
truce keepe me out of his handes, that fighteth furioufly 
with two ftaves of cattes meate, and a pyke of dogges 
meate; and is refolutely bente the beftc blood of the 
brothers fhall pledge him in vineger. Happy it is noe 
worfe then vineger! a good fawce for cattes meate and 
dogges meate. Gentlemen, you that thinke prommiffe a 
bonde, and ufe to performe more then you threaten, never 
beleeve Braggadocio againe for his fake. When he hath 
done his beft and his worft, truft me, or credit your owne 
eles, his beft beft is but cattes meate, and his worft worft but 
doggs-meate enough. What, fhould I goe circuiting about 
the bufhe? He taketh the fhorteft cutt to the wood, and 
difpatcheth all controverfies in a few fignificant termes ; 
not thofe of gunpowder, which would afke fome charging, 
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and difcharging, but thefe of dogges-meat, which are up 
with a vomit. He that is not fo little as the third Cato 
from heaven, or the eight wife-man upon earth, may fpeake 
with authority, and chriften me a dun/fe, a foole, an tdeot, a 
dolt, a goofe-capp, an affe, and I wot not what, as filthy as 
filthy may be. Dogged impudency hath his proper idiot- 
ifme, and very clarkly fcholeth the eares of modeftie to 
fpell fa-fe-fi-fo-fu. Simple wittes would be dealt playnly 
withall: I ftand not upon coye or nice poyntes, but am 
one of thofe that would gladlie learne their owne imperfec- 
tions, errours, and follies in /pectalifima fpecte. Be it 
knowne unto all men bythefe prefentes, that Thomas Nafhe, 
from the topp of his witt looking downe upon fimple 
creatures, calleth Gabriell Harvey a dunfe, a foole, an ideot, 
a dolt, a goofe-capp, an affe, and foe fourth (for fome of 
the refidue is not to be fpoken but with his owne manerly 
mouth); but the wife man in printe fhould have done well 
in his learned confutation to have fhewed particulerlie 
which woords in my letters were the wordes of a dunfe; 
which fentences, the fentences of a foole ; which arguments, 
the arguments of an ideot ; which opinions, the opinions of 
a dolt ; which judgements, the judgements of a goofe-cap ; 
which conclufions, the conclufions of an affe. Eyther this 
wold be dun (for I fuppofe he would be loth to prove fome 
affes, that in favour have written otherwife, and in reafon 
are to verify their owne teftimonies), or he muft be fayne 
himfelfe to eate his owne cattes-mcate and dogges-meat ; 
and {wallow downe a dunfe, a foole, an ideot, a dolt, a 
goofe-cap, an affe in his owne throate, the proper cafe of 
his filthieft excrements, and the finke of the famous rafcal, 
that had rather be a poulcatt with a ftinkinge ftur then a 
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mufk-cat with gratious favor. Pardon me, gentle Civilitic : 
if I did not tender you, and difclame impudency, I could 
do him fome peece of right, and fhew him his well favored 
face in a criftall as true as Gafcoignes Steele-glas. But ¢ru/t 
him not for a dodkin (it is his owne requeft), if / ever did 
my Doctors Actes; which a thowfand heard in Oxforde, 
and fome knew to be done with as little premeditation as 
ever fuch actes were done; for I anfwered upon the ‘quef- 
tions that were given me by Doctor Cathedre but two dayes 
before; and read my curfory lecture with a dayes warn- 
ing: or if I be not A Fawne-guc/t meffenger betweene M. 
Chriftopher Bird, in whofe company I never dined or 
fupped thefe fix yeares, and M. Emmanucll Demetrius, 
with whom I never dranke to this day. Other matters, 
touching her Highneffe affabilitie toward Schollers, ({o her 
Majefties favour to mee muft bee interpreted) the privy 
watch-wordof honourable men in their letterscommendatory, 
even in the highe/t degree of prayfing (fo our high chauncel- 
lours commendation muft bee quallified) Nafhes grave 
cenfure of publike invectives and fatyrcs (fo Harveyes flight 
opinion of contentious and feditious libels muft be crof- 
bitten) his teftimony of Ciceroes confolation ad Dolabellam 
(which he will needes father upon me in reproch, though 
his betters wil never pen fuch a peece of Latin, whofoever 
wer the ftepp-Tully) his derifion of the moft profitable and 
valorous mathematical arts (whofe induftrie hath atcheeved 
woonders of mightier puiffance then the labours of Her- 
cules;) his contempt of the worthic/t persones in every 
faculty (which he alwayes cenfureth as his punyes and 
underlinges) Ais palpable atheifine, and drinkinge a cup of 
lammeswool to the Lambe of God; his gibinge at Heaven 
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(the haven where my deceafed brother is arrived), with a 
dcepe cut out of his gramer rules, a/tra petit difertus; the 
very ftarres are fcarres where he lifteth; and a hundred 
fuch and fuch particularities, that requicr fum larger dif- 
courfe, fhew him to be a youngman of the greeneft fpringe, 
as beardles in judgement as in face, and as penniles in witt 
asin purfe. It is the leaft of his famous adventures that 
he undertaketh to be Grecnes advocate, as divine Plato af- 
fayed to defend Socrates at the barr; and I knowe not 
whether it be the leaft of his dowtye exploites, that he 
falveth his frendes credit, as that excellent difciple faved 
his maifters life. He may declare his deere affection to his 
paramour ; or his pure honeftye to the world ; or his con- 
{tant zeale to play the Divels Oratour; but noe apology of 
Greene, like Greenes Grotes-worth of Witt; and when Nath 
will indeede accomplifh a worke of Supererogation, let him 
publith Nathes Penniworth of Difcretion. If he be learneder 
or wifer then other in fo large an affife, as fhould appeare 
by the reporte of his owne mouth, it is the better for him ; 
but it were not amiffe he fhould fumtime looke-backe to the 
budget of ignorance and folly that hangeth behind him, as 
otherwhiles he condefcendeth to glaunce at the fatchell of 
his grammar bookes. Calumny, and her coofen-german 
impudency, wil not alwaics hould-hout rubbers ; and they 
neede not grcatlice bragge of their harveft, that make phan- 
tafie the roote, vanity the ftalke, follye the eare, penurye 
the cropp, and fhame the whole fubftance of their ftuddies. 
To be over-bould with one or two is fomething: to be fawcy 
with many is much: to fpare few or none is odious: to be 
impudent with all is intollerable. There were fayre play 
enough, though foule play were debarred; but boyes, fooles, 
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and knaves, take all in fnuffe, when the variance might be 
debated in the language of curtefie: and nothing but horfe- 
play will ferve, where the colt is difpofed to play the jade. 
Did I lift to perfecute him in his own vaine, or were I not 
reftrained with refpective termes of divine and civill mode- 
ration, 6, Aretin! how pleafurably might I canvas the 
bawling cur, in a toffing fheete of paper: or 6, Gryfon! who 
could more eafilie difcover a newe arte of riding a head- 
ftrong beafte? But that which Nafhe accounteth the 
bravery of his witt and the dubble creaft of his ftyle, lam 
in difcretion to cut-of, and in modefty yeeld it his onely 
glorye to have the fowleft mouth that I ever fawe, and the 
ftrongeft breath that I ever fealt. When witty girding 
faileth, as it pitifully fayleth in every page of that Super- 
arrogatory worke, Lord! what odious baggage, what raf- 
cal ftuffe, what villanous trumpery filleth-upp the leafe: and 
howe egregioufly would he playe the vengeable fycophant, 
if the conveiance of his arte or witt were in anye meafure of 
Proportion correfpondent to his peftilent ftomacke! But 
in the felleft fitt of his furye, even when he runneth upon 
me with openeft mouth, and his fpite, like a poyfonous toade, 
fwelleth in the full, as if fome huge timpany of witt would 
prefentlye poffeffe his braine, or fome horrible fiery fpright 
would flye in my face, and blaft me to nothing : then, good 
Dick Tarleton is dead, and nothing alive but cattes-mcat 
and dogges-meat enough. Na, were it not that hee hadd 


_ dealt politiquely in providinge himfelf an autenticall fuerty, 


or rather a mighty prote¢tour at a pinch, fuch a devoted 
freend and infeparable companion, as AZneas was to Achates, 
Pylades to Oreftes, Diomedes to Ulyffes, Achilles to Patro- 
clus, and Hercules to Thefeus, doubtleffe hee had beene 
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utterly undone. Compare olde and new hiftories, of farre 
and neere countries, and you fhall finde the late manner 
of fworne brothers to be no new fafhion, but an auncient 
guife and heroicall order, devifed for neceffity, continued 
for fecurity, and maintayned for proffite and pleafure. In 


braveft actions, in weightieft negotiations, in hardeft dif- 


treffes, in how many cafes, one man no boddy, and a dayly 
frend as neceffary as our dayly bread. No treafure more 
precious, no bonde more indefefible, no caftle more im- 
pregnable, no force more invincible, no trueth more infal- 
lible, no element more needefull then an entire and affured 
affociate ; ever preft, afwell in calamity to comfort, or in 
adverfity to relieve as in profperity to congratulate, or in 
advauncemente to honour. Life is fweete, but not with- 
out fweete focietie; and an inward affectionate frend (as it 
were an other the fame, or a fecond felfe,) the very life of 
life, and the fweet-harte of the hart. Nafhe is learned, and 
knoweth his Leripup. Where was Euryalus, therewas Nifus; 
where Damon, there Pythias ; where Scipio, there Lzlius ; 
where Apollonius, there Damides; where Proclus, there 
Archiadas ; where Pyrocles, there Mufidorus ; where Nafhe, 
there his Nifus, his Pythias, his Lzlius, his Damides, his 
Archiadas, his Mufidorus, his indivifible companion, with 
whofe puiffant helpe hee conquereth wherefoever he raung- 
eth. Na, Homer not fuch an author for Alexander ; nor Xe- 
nephon for Scipio; nor Virgil for Auguftus ; nor Juftin for 
Marcus Aurelius ; nor Livy for Theodofius Magnus; nor 
Cesar for Selymus; nor Philip de Comines for Charles the 
fift; nor Macchiavell for fome late princes ; nor Aretin for 
fome late curtefans, as his authour for him, the fole auth- 
our of renowned victoric. Marvel not that Erafmus hath 
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penned the Encomium of Folly, or that fo many fingular 
learned men have laboured the commendation of the affe: 
he it is that is the godfather of writers, the fuperintendent 
of the preffe, the mufter-maifter of innumerable bands, the 
generall of the great fielde: hee and Nafhe will confute 
the world. And where is the egles quill that can fuffi- 
ciently advance the firft fpoiles of their new conqueftes ? 
Whift, fory pen! and be advifed how thou prefume above 
the higheft pitch of thy poffibility. Hee that hath chrif- 
tened fo many notable authours, cenfured fo many elo- 
quent pennes, enrowled fo many worthy garrifones, and en- 
camped fo many noble and reverend lordes, may be bould 
with me. If I be an affe, I have company enough; and if 
I be no affe, I have favour to be enftalled in fuch companye. 
The name will fhortly grow in requeft, as it fometime flo- 
rifhed in glorious Rome; and who then wiil not fue to be 
free of that honorable company? Whiles they are ridden, 
I defire not to be fpared: when the hott-fpurr is aweary 
with tyring them, he wil fcarfly troble himfelf with a fkin ; 
or, if he do, I may chance acquaint him with a fecret indif- 
tillation, He that drinketh oyle of prickes fhall have 
much adooe to voide fyrup of rofes; and he that eateth 
nettles for provander hath a priviledg to piffe upon lillyes 
for litter. Poules Wharfe honour the memorye of oulde 
John Hefter, that would not fticke with his frende for 
twentye fuch experimentes ; and would often tell me of @ 
magiftral unguent for all fores. Who knoweth not that 
magiftral unguent knoweth nothing, and who hath that 
magiftral unguent feareth no gunfhott. The confuter 
meant to be famous, like Poggius that altobe-affed Valla, 
Trapezuntius, and their defendantes, many learned Italians, 
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or might have given a geffe at fome poffible afterclaps, as 
good asa prognoftication of an after-winter. Though Pierce 
Penniles, for a fpurt, were a ranke rider, and, like an arrant 
knight, overran nations with a carrecr, yet Thomas Nafhe 
might have been advifed, and in pollicy have fpared them, 
that in compaffion favoured him, and were unfayncdlye 
fory to finde his miferable eftate, afwell in his ftyle as in his 
purfe, and in his wit as in his fortune. Some complexions 
have much adooe to alter their nature, and Nafhe wil carrie 
a tache of Pierce to his grave (we have worfe proverbes in 
Englifhe ;) yet who feeith not what apparent good my let- 
ters have done him, that before overcrowed all commers 
and goers with like difcretion, but nowe, forfooth, hath 
learned fome fewe handfome termes of refpecte, and verye 
mannerly beclaweth a fewe, that he might the more licen- 
tioufly befmeere one. S. Fame give him joye of his black 
cole, and his white chalke! 

Who is not limed with fome default, or who reddier to 
confeffe his own imperfections then myfelfe ? but when, in 
profeffed hatred like a mortal feudift, he hath uttered his 
very uttermoft fpite, and wholly disgorged his rancorous 
ftomacke, yet can he not fo much as devife any particular 
action of trefpas, or object any certaine vice againft me, 
but only one grevous crime, called pumps and pantofles 
(which, indeede, I have worne ever fince I knew Cambridge) 
and his owne deereft hart-root, pride ; which, I proteft be- 
fore God and man, my foule in judgment as much detefteth 
as my body in nature lotheth poyfon, or any thing abhor- 
reth his deadlye enemy, even amongft thofe creatures which 
are found fatally contrary by naturall antipathy. It is not 
exceffe, but defeéte of pride, that hath broken the head of 
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fome mens preferment. Afpiring mindes can foare aloft ; 
and felfe-conceit, with the countenaunce of audacity, the 
tongue of impudency, and the hand of dexterity, preafeth 
bouldly into the forwardeft throng of the fhouldring ranke, 
whiles difcretion hath leafure to difcourfe, whether fome- 
deale of modefty were meeter for manye that prefume 
above their condition, and fome deale of felfe-liking fitter 
for fome that have fealt no greater want then want of pride. 
It may feeme a rude difpofition that forteth not with the 
quality of the age ; and pollicy deemeth that vertue a vice, 
that modefty, fimplicity, that refolotenes, diffolutenes, that 
conformeth not it felfe with a fupple and deft correfpon- 
dence to the prefent time. But no fuch oxe, in my mind, as 
Tarquinius Superbus : no fuch calfe as Spurius Mzelius : no 
fuch colt as Publius Clodius: no fuch ape as Lucians Rhe- 
torician, or the Divels Oratour. Blind ambition, a noble 
bayarde; proud arrogancy, a goulden affe; vaine conceit, 
a gaudy peacocke; all bravery that is not effectuall, a gay 
nothing. He upbraideth me with his own good nature; 
but where fuch an infolent braggard, or fuch a puffing thing 
as himfelfe, that in magnifying his owne bable, and debaf- 
ing me, revileth them, whofe bookes or pantofles he is not 
worthy to beare? If I be an affe, what affes were thofe cur- 
teous frendes, thofe excellent learned men, thofe worfhip- 
full and honorable perfonages, whofe letters of undeferved, 
but fingular, commendation may be fhewen? What an 
affe was thifelfe, when thou didft publith my praife amongft 
the notableft writers of this realme ? or what an affe art thi- 
felf that, in the fpitefulleft outrage of thy maddeft confuta- 
tion, doft otherwhiles enterlace fome remembrances of more 
account then I can acknowledge without vanity, or defier 
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without ambition? The truth is, I ftande as little upon 
others commendations, or mine owne titles, as any man in 
England whofoever: if there be nothing els to folicite 
my caufe, but being fo fhamefully and intollerably pro- 
voked in the moft villanous termes of reproch, I were in- 
deede a notorious infenfate affe, in cafe I fhould eyther 
fottifhly negleét the reputation of foe worthy favorers, or 
uttery abandon mine owne credit. Sweet gentlemen, re- 
nowned knightces, and honorable lordes, be not afhamed of 
your letters, imprinted, or written: if I live, feeing I muft 
cyther live in ¢fexcbris with obloquy, or in duce with proofe, 
by the leave of God, I will proove mifelfe no affe. I fpeake 
not onely to M. Bird, M. Spencer, or Monficur Bodin, 
whom he nothinge regardecth (yet I would his owne learn- 
ing or judemente were anye way matchable with the worft 
of the three) but amongft a number of fundrie other learned 
and gallant gentlemen, to M. Thomas Watfon, a notable 
poct; to M. Thomas Hatcher, a rare antiquary; to M. 
Daniel Rogers of the court; to Doctor Griffin Floyd, the 
Queenes profeffour of lawe at Oxforde ; to Doctor Peter 
Baro, a profeffour of divinity in Cambridg ; to Doctor Bar- 
tholomew Clark, late Deane of the Arches; to Doétor 
William Lewen, Judge of the Prerogative Court; to Do¢tor 
John Thomas Freigius, a famous writer of Germany ; to 
Sir Philip Sidney; to M. Secretary Wilfon; to Sir Thomas 
Smith; to Sir Walter Mildmay ; to milord the Bifhop of 
Rochefter; to milord Treafurer; to milord the Earle of 
Leicefter, unto whofe worfhipfull and honorable favours 
Ihave been exceedingly beholding for letters of extraor- 
dinary commendation ; fuch, as fome of good experience 
have doubted whether they ever voutfafed the like unto 
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any of either univerfity. I befeech God I may deferve the 
leaft parte of their good opinion, eyther in effectuall proofe, 
or in dutifull thankefullneffe ; but how little foever I pre- 
fume of mine owne fufficiency (he that knoweth himfelfe 
hath fi[g]nal caufe to conceive any high hope of low mcanes) 
as in reafon I was not to flatter mifelfe with their bountifull 
commendation; fo in judgement I am not to agreeve mi- 
felfe with the odious detra¢ction of this peftilent libeller, or 
any like defpiteous flanderer, but in patience am to digeft 
the one with moderation, as in temperance I qualified the 
other with modefty. Some would fay, what is the peevifhe 
grudge of one beggarly rakehell, to fo honorable liking of 
fo many excellent and fome fingular men? but God in 
heaven teach me to take good by my adverfaries invective, 
and no harme by my favourers approbation. It is neither 
the one nor the other, that deferveth evill or well; but the 
thing it felfe that edifieth, without which praife is fmoke, 
and with which difpraife is fyer. Let me enjoy that effen- 
tial point, and hauke, or hunt, or fishe after praife you that 
lift. Many contumclious and more glorious reports have 
paffed from enemies and frends without caufe, or upon 
fmal occafion: that is the onely infamy that cannot acquit 
it felfe from guiltineffe ; and that the only honor that is 
grounded upon defert. Other winds of diffamation want 
matter to upholde it ; and other fhadowes of glory lacke a 
body to fupport it. In unhappineffe they are happy, of 
whofe bad amounteth good ; and in unhappineffe they un- 
happy, whofe good proveth bad: as glory eftfoones fol- 
loweth them, that fly from it, and flyeth from them, that 
followe it. There is a terme probatory that will not ly ; 
and commendations are never autenticall, until they bee 
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figned with the feale of approoved dcfert, the only infallible 
teftimoniall. Defert (maugre envy, the companion of ver- 
tue) Socrates high waye to honour; and the totall fumme 
of Oforius De Gloria. I will not enter into Macchiavels 
Difcourfes, Jovius Elogyes, Cardans Nativities, Cofmopo- 
lites Dialogues, or later hiftories in dyvers languages ; but 
fome worthelye continue honorable, whom they make dif- 
honorable, and contrariwife. Reafon hath an even hande, 
and difpenfeth to everye one his right. Arte amplifieth or 
extenuateth at occafion: the refidue is the liberality of the 
pen, or the poyfon of the inke: in logique, fophiftrie; in 
law, injury; in hiftorie, a fable; in divinity, a lye. Horace, 
a fharpe and fententious poet, after his pithy manner, com- 
prizeth much in fewe wordes: 


Falfus honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret, 
Quem, nift mendacem, et mendofum ? 


For mine owne part, I am reafonably refolute both wayes, 
and ftand affraide of phantafticall discredit, as I efteeme 
imaginative credit, or a contemplative banquett. It fitteth 
not with the profeffion of a philofopher, or the conftancie of 
aman, to carrye the minde of a childe. or an youth, ora 
woman, or a flave, or a tyrant, or a beaft. That refteth not 
in my power to reforme or alter, I were very unwife if I 
should not endure with patience, mittigate with reafon, and 
contemne with pleafure. Onely I can be content, in certain 
behoovefull refpects, to yeeld a pcece of a fatisfaction unto 
fome that requier it in affectionate termes; and what honeft 
minde, in cafe of mortalitie, hath not a care, how the pofte- 
rity may be informed of him? Other reafons I have elf- 
where affigned, and am here to prefent a vowe to humilitie, 
in deteftation of that which my difpofition abhorreth. 
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As for his lewd fuppofals and imputations of counterfait 
praifes, without anye probability of circumftance, or the 
leaft fufpition, but in his owne vengeable malitious head, 
the common forge of peftilent furmyzes and arrant flaun- 
ders, they are, like my imprifonment in the Fleete, of his 
{trong fantafie, and doe but intimate his owne fkill in faifi- 
fying of evidence, and fuborning of witneffes to his purpofe. 
He mufeth, as he ufeth ; and the goodwife his mother would 
never have fought her daughter in the ooven, if herfelfe had 
not beene well acquainted with fuch fhiftes of cunninge 
conveiance. He was never a vou proficient in good matters; 
and hath not ftudied his fellowes arte of cunny catching 
for nothinge. Examin the Printers gentle Preamble before 
the Supplication to the Divell, and tell me in good footh, 
by the verdiéte of the Tuchftone, whether Pierce Penniles 
commiende Pierce Penniles, or no; and whether that fory 
praife of the Authour Thomas Nafhe, be not lothfome from 
the mouthe of the Printer Thomas Nafhe. In conjectural 
caufes I am not to avouch any thinge, and I mentioned 
not any fuch fuppofition before; but the tenour of the 
ftyle, and as it were the identitye of the phrafe, togither 
with this newe defcant of his profound infight in forgery, 
may after a fort tel tales out of the tytle De Secretis non 
revelandis, and yeld a certain ftrong favour of a vehement 
prefumption. There is pregnant evidence enough, theugh 
I leave probable conjectures and violent prefumptions wher 
I found them. His Life daily feedeth his ftile; and his 
ftile notorioufly bewraieth his Life. But what is that to 
me, or the world, howe Nafhe liveth; or howe the poore 
fellowe his father hath put him to his foifting and fcribling 
fhiftes, his onely ¢loria patri, when all is done. Rule thy 
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dcefperate infamous penne, and bee the fonne of a mule, or 
the printers gentleman, or what thou wilt for me. If thou 
wilt needs derive thy pettigree from the noble blood of the 
Kilprickes and Childeberds, kinges of France, what com- 
miffion have I to fitt upon genealogies, or to call nobilitie 
in queftion? If thou beift difpofed to fpeake as thou liveft, 
and to live like Tonofconcoleros, the famous Babylonian 
king, in curtefy or in pollicy forbeare onc that is not over- 
hafty to troble himfelfe with trobling other. What I have 
heard credibly reported, I can yet be content to fmother in 
filence, and nether threaten thee with Tiburne, nor New- 
gate, nor Ouldgate, nor Counter, nor Flecte, nor any pub- 
lique penance, but wifhe thy amendment; and dare not 
be too-fawcy with your good qualities, les[t] you confute my 
Maifterfhip of Arte, as you have done my Doétorfhip of 
Lawe. Never poore Doétorfhip was foe confuted. The beft 
is, I dote not upon it; and would rather be actually de- 
graded then any way difparage the degree, or derogate 
from them that are worthier of it. Reft you quict, and I 
will not onely not ftruggle with you for a tytle, but offer 
here to renounce the whole advantage of a late inquifition, 
upon a clamorous denunciation of S. Fame herfelfe, who 
prefumed she might be as bould to play the blab with you, 
as you were to play the floven with her. Orif your pen be 
fo ranke that it cannot ftande upon any grounde but the 
foile of calumny, in the muck-yard of impudency, or your 
tongue foe laxative that it muft utterly utter a great hor- 
rible deale more then all; whuift a while, and for your in- 
ftruction, til fome pregnanter leffons come abrode, I wil 
breefely tell you in your care a certaine familiar hiftory, 
of more then one or two breakefaftces, wherein fome cight oer 
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nine eggs, and a pound of butter for your pore part, with 
Gods plenty of other victuals, and wine enough, powred-in 
by quartes and pottels, was a fcant pittance for an invinc- 
ible ftomack, two houres before his ordinary. [ have readd 
of Apicius and Epicures Philofophy, but I perceave you 
meane not to be accounted a Pythagorean or a Stoique. 
What! gorge upon gorge, egges upon egges, and facke 
upon facke at thefe yeares? Berlady, Sir Kilpricke, you 
muft provide for a hott kitchin againfte you growe ould, 
if you purpofe to live Doétor Pernes or Doétor Renols 
yeares. Such egging and whitling may happen bring you 
acquainted with the triumphant chariot of rotten egges, if 
you take not the better order in tyme, with one or two of 
the feven deadly finnes. I will not offend your ftomacke 
with the nice and queint regiment of the dainty Platoniftes, 
or pure Pythagoreans: fine Theurgy, too-gant and meager 
a doctrine for the divels oratour: if the arte notory cannot 
be gotten without fafting and praying, muchgoditch-them 
that have it: let phantafticall or fuperftitious abftinence 
daunce in the aier, like Ariftophanes Clowdes, or Apuleius 
Witches : your owne method of thofe deadly finnes be your 
Caftell of Health. No remedy, you muft be dieted, and lett 
blood in the cephalica veine of affes, fooles, doltes, ideots, 
dunfes, dodipoules, and fo foorth infinitly ; and never truft 
me, if you be not as tame tonged and barren-witted as 
other honeft men of Lumbardy and the Low-Cuntries. 
Tufhe, man! I fee deeper into thee then thou feeift into 
thy felfe: thou haft a fuperficiall tange of fome little fome- 
thinge, as good as nothing ; and a running witt as fifking as 
any fifgig, but as fhallow as Trumpington foorde, and as 
flight as the newe workemanfhip of guegawes to pleafe 
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children, or of toys to mocke apcs, or of trinketts to conquer 
favages. Only in that fingular veine of affes thou art in- 
comparable, and fuch an egregious arrant foole-munger as 
liveth not againe. She knew what fhe faid that intituled 
Pierce the hoggefhed of witt; Penniles, the tofpot of elo- 
quence; and Nashe, the verye inventer of affes. She it is 
that muft broach the barrell of thy frifking conceite, and 
canonife the patriarke of newe writers. 

I will not heere decipher thy unprinted packet of baw- 
dye and filthy rymes in the naftieft kind: there is a fitter 
place for that difcovery of thy fouleft fhame, and the 
whole ruffianifme of thy brothell Mufe, if fhe ftill proftitute 
her obfcene ballatts, and will needes be a younge curtifan 
of ould knavery. Yet better a confuter of letters then a 
confounder of manners; and better the dogges-meate of 
Agrippa, or cattes-meate of Poggius, then the fwines-meate 
of Martial, or goates-meate of Aretine. Cannot an Italian 
ribald vomit out the infectious poyfon of the world, but an 
Inglishe horrel-lorre! muft licke it up for a reftorative, and 
attempt to putrify gentle mindes with the vileft impoftumes 
of lewde corruption? Phy on impure Ganimeds, Herma- 
phrodits, Neronifts, Meffalinifts, Dodecomechanifts, Capri- 
cians, inventours of newe, or revivers of old leacheries, and 
the whole brood of venercous libertines, that knowe no reafon 
but appetite, no lawe but lufte, no humanitie but villanye, 
noe divinity but atheifme! Such riotous and inceftuous 
humours would be launced, not feafted: the divell is elo- 
quent enough to play his owne oratour: his damme, an old 
bawde, wantcth not the broccage of a young poet: wanton 
{prites were alwayes bufic, and Duke Allocer, on his luftye 
cocke-horfe, is a whot familiar. The fonnes of Adam, and 
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the daughters of Eve, have noe neede of the ferpentes ca- 
rowfe to fet them agogg; Sodome ftill burneth; and 
although fier from heaven fpare Gomorra, yet Gomorra 
{til confumeth itfelfe. Even amorous fonnets, in the gal- 
lanteft and fweeteft civill veine, are but daintyes of a plea- 
furable witt, or junkets of a wanton liver, or buddes of an 
idle head: whatfoever fprowteth farther would be lopped. 
Petrarckes invention, is pure love it felfe ; and Petrarckes 
elocution, pure bewty it felfe: his Laura was the Daphne 
of Apollo, not the Thisbe of Pyramus; a delitious Sappho, 
not a lafcivions Lais; a saving Hefter, not a deftroying 
Helena; a nimph of Diana, not a curtifan of Venus. 
Aretines Mufe was an egregious bawd, and a haggifhe witch 
of Theffalia ; but Petrarcks verse a fine loover, that learneth 
of Mercury to exercise his fayreft giftes in a faire subject, 
and teacheth wit to be inamored upon beautye, as quick- 
silver embrafeth gold; or as vertue affecteth honour ; or as 
astronomy gazeth upon heaven, to make arte more excel- 
lent by contemplation of excellenteft nature. Petrarck was 
a delicate man, and with an elegant judgement gratiously 
confined love within the limits of honour, witt within the 
boundes of difcretion, eloquence within the termes of 
civility ; as not many years fithence, an Inglifhe Petrarck 
did, a fingular gentleman, and a sweete poet ; whose verfe 
fingeth as valour might speake ; and whofe ditty is an 
image of the fun, voutfafing to reprefent his glorious face in 
a clowde. All pofterity honour Petrarck, that was the 
harmony of heaven; the lyfe of poetry ; the grace of arte ; 
a precious tablet of rare conceits, and a curious frame of 
exquifite workemanfhip: nothing but neate witt and refined 
eloquence. Were the amorous mufe of my enemy fuch a 
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lively fpring of fweeteft flowres, and fuch a living harveft of 
ripeft fruits, I would abandon other loves, to dote upon 
that moft lovely mufe; and would debafe the dyamant in 
comparifon of that moft dyamant mufe. But out upon 
ranke and lothfome ribaldry ! that putrifieth where it fhould 
purify, and prefumeth to deflowre the mofte florifhinge 
wittes with whom it conforteth, eyther in familiarity or by 
favour. One Ovid was too much for Roome, and one 
Greene too much for London; but one Nafhe more intol- 
lerable then both: not bicaufe his witt is anye thinge com- 
parable, but bicaufe his will is more outragious. Ferraria 
could fcarcely brooke Manardus, a poyfonous phifitian ; 
Mantua hardly beare Pomponatius, a poyfonous philo- 
fopher ; Florence more hardly tollerate Macchiavel, a 
poyfonous politician ; Venice most hardly endure Arretine, 
a poyfonous ribald: had they lived in abfolute monarchies, 
they would have feemed utterly infupportable. Germany, 
Denmarke, Sweden, Polony, Boemia, Hungary, Moscovy, 
are noe foiles of any fuch wittes ; but neither Fraunce, nor 
Spaine, nor Turky, nor any puiffant kingdom, in one or 
other monarchy of the old or new world, could ever abide 
any fuch pernicious writers, depravers of common difcipline. 
Ingland, fince it was Ingland, never bred more honorable 
mindes, more adventurous hartes, more valorous handes, or 
more excellent wittes, then of late: it is enough for filly- 
folly to intoxicate it felfe, though it be not fuffered to de- 
fyle the lande, which the water environeth, the earth en- 
ritcheth, the aier enfweeteneth, and the heaven bleffeth. 
The bounteous graces of God are fowen thicke, but come 
up thin ; corruption had little need to be foftred; wanton- 
neffe wilbe a nurfe, a bawde, a poct, a legend to itfelfe: 
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vertue hath much a doe to hold out inviolably her purpofed 
courfe; refolution is a forward fellow, and valour a brave 
man ; but affections are infections, and appetite muft fome- 
time have his fwinge. Were appetite a loyall fubjeét to 
reafon, and will an affectionate fervant to wifdom, as labour 
is a dutiful vaffal to commodity, and travail a flying poft to 
honour, 6 heavens! what exploites of worth, or rather what 
miracles of excellency, might be atcheeved in an age of 
pollicy, and a world of induftry. The date of idle vanityes 
is expired: awaye with these scribling paltryes! there is 
an other Sparta in hande, that indeede requireth Spartan 
temperance, Spartan frugality, Spartan exercise, Spartan 
valiancye, Spartan perfeverance, Spartan invincibility, and 
hath no wanton leafure for the comedyes of Athens, nor 
anye bawdy howers for the fonges of Priapus, or the rymes 
of Nafhe. Had he begun to Aretinize when Elderton be- 
gan to ballat, Gafcoigne to fonnet, Turbervile to madrigal, 
Drant to verfify, or Tarleton to extemporife, fome parte of 
his phantafticall bibble-bables and capricious panges might 
have bene tollerated in a greene and wild youth ; but the 
winde is chaunged, and there is a bufier pageant upon the 
ftage. M. Afchams Toxophilus long fithence fhot at a 
fairer marke; and M. Gafcoigne himfelfe, after fome riper 
experience, was glad to trye other conclufions in the Lowe 
Countryes, and beftowed an honorable commendation upon 
Sir Humftye Gilbertes gallant difcourfe of a difcovery for a 
newe paffage to the Eaft Indycs. But read the report of 
the worthy Wefterne difcoveries by the faid Sir Humfry 
Gilbert; the report of the brave Weft-Indian voyage by 
the conduction of Sir Frauncis Drake; the report of the 
horrible feptentrionall difcoveryes by the travail of Sir 
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Martin Forbifher ; the report of the politique difcovery of 
Virginia by the colony of Sir Walter Raleigh; the report 
of fundry other famous difcoveryes and adventures, pub- 
lifhed by M. Rychard Hackluit in one volume, a worke of 
Importance; the report of the hoatt wellcom of the terrible 
Spanifhe Armada to the coaft of Inglande, that came in 
glory, and went in difhonour; the report of the redoubted 
voyage into Spaine and Portugall, whence the brave Earle 
of Effex, and the twoo valorous generals, Sir John Norris 
and Sir Frauncis Drake, returned with honour; the report 
of the refolute encounter about the Iles Azores, betwixt the 
Revenge of Ingland and an Armada of Spaine, in which 
encounter brave Sir Richard Grinvile moft vigoroufly and 
impetuoufly attempted the extreameft poffibilities of valour 
and fury. For brevity I overfkipp many excellent traicts of 
the fame or the like nature; but reade thefe, and M. Wil- 
liam Borrowghes notable difcourfe of the variation of the 
compas or magneticall needle, annexed to the new Attrac- 
tive of Robert Norman, hydographer: unto which two 
Ingland in fome refpectes is as much beholding, as Spayne 
unto Martin Cortes, and Peter de Medina for the arte of 
navigation ; and when you have obferved the courfe of in- 
duftry, examined the antecedents and confequents of. tra- 
vail, compared Inglifh and Spanifh valour, meafured the 
forces of both parties, weighed every circumftance of ad- 
vantage, confidered the meanes of our affurance, and finally 
found profit to be our pleafure, provifion our fecurity, 
labour our honour, warfare our welfare, who of reckoning 
can fpare anye lewde or vaine tyme for corrupt pamphlets, 
or who of judgment will not cry, Away with thefe paultringe 
fidle-faddles ! When Alexander, in his conquerous expedi- 
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tions vifited the ruines of Troy, and revolved in his minde 
the valiant a¢tes of the heroicall woorthies there atchieved, 
one offered to bring his majefty the harpe of Paris: Let it 
alone, quoth hee; it is the harpe of Achilles that muft 
ferve my turne. Paris uppon his harpe fang voluptuous 
and lafcivious carols; Achilles harpe was an inftrument of 
glory, and a quier of divine hymnes confecrated to the ho- 
nour of valarous captaines and mighty conquerours. He 
regarded not the dainety Lydian, Ionian, or AZolian mce- 
lody, but the brave Dorian and impetuous Phrygian mu- 
fique, and waged Zenophantus to inflame and enrage his 
courage with the furious notes of battail, One Alexander 
was a thoufand examples of proweffe ; but Pyrrhus, the re- 
doubted king of the Epirots, was an other Alexander in 
tempeftuous execution, and in a moft noble refolution con- 
temned the vanities of unnoble paftimes ; in fo much that, 
when one of his barons afked his majeftie, whether of the 
twoo mufitians, Charifius or Python, pleafed his highneffe 
better? Whether of the two? quoth Pyrrhus : marry, Poly- 
{perces fhall go for my money. He was a brave captaine 
for the eie, and a fitt mufitian for the eare of Pyrrhus. 
Happy Polyfperces, that ferved fuch a mafter, and happy 
Pyrrhus, that commaunded fuch a fervaunt! Were fome 
demaunded, whether Greenes or Nafhes pamflets were 
better penned, I beleeve they would aunfweare ; Sir Roger 
Williams Difcourfe of War, for Militare Doétrine iz cfe ,; 
and M. Thomas Digges Stratioticos, for Militare Difcipline 
tn eff. And whiles I remember the princely care of Gelo, 
a famous tyrant of Sicill (many tyrants of Sicill were very 
politique) that commaunded his great horfe to be brought 
into the banquetting houfe, where other lordes called for 
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the harpe, other knightes for the waites, I cannot forget the 
gallant difcourfe of Horfemanship, penned by a rare gentle- 
man, M. John Afteley of the court, whome I dare intitle our 
Inglish Xenophon, and marvell not that Pietro Bizzaro, 
a learned Italian, propofeth him for a perfect patterne of 
Caftilios Courtier. And thinking upon worthy M. Afteley, 
I cannot overpaffe the like labour of good M. Thomas 
Blundevil without due commendation, whofe painefull and 
fkillfull bookes of Horfemanship deferve alfo to be regiftred 
in the Catalogue of Xenophontian woorkes. What should 
I fpeak of the two brave knightes, Mufidorus and Pyrocles, 
combined in one excellent knight, Sir Philip Sidney ? at the 
remembrance of whofe woorthy and fweete vertues my hart 
melteth. Will you needes have a written Pallace of Plea- 
fure, or rather a printed court of honour, read the Coun- 
teffe of Pembrookes Arcadia, a gallant legendary, full of 
pleafurable accidents and proffitable difcourfes, for three 
thinges efpecially very notable: for amorous courting (he 
Was young in yecres) ; for fage counfelling (he was ripe in 
judgement); and for valorous fighting (his foveraine pro- 
feffion was armes); and delightfull paftime by way of paf- 
torall exercifes, may paffe for the fourth, He that will 
loove, let him learne to loove of him that will teach him to 
live, and furnish him with many pithy and effectuall inftruc- 
tions, delectably interlaced by way of proper defcriptions 
of exccllent perfonages, and common narrations of other 
notable cccurrences ; in the veine of Saluft, Livy, Cornelius 
Tacitus, Juftine, Eutropius, Philip de Comines, Guicciar- 
dine, and the moft fententious hiftorians that have powdred 
their flile with the falt of difcretion, and feafoned their 
judgement with the leaven of experience. There want not 
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fome futtle ftratagems of importance, and fome politique 
fecretes of privitie ; and he that would fkillfully and bravely 
manage his weapon with a cunning fury, may finde lively 
precepts in the gallant examples of his valianteft duellifts ; 
e(pecially of Palladius and Daiphantus, Zelmane and Am- 
phialus, Phalantus and Amphialus; but chiefly of Argalus 
and Amphialus, Pyrocles and Anaxius, Mufidorus and 
Amphialus, whofe lufty combats may feeme heroicall mo- 
nomachies. And that the valor of fuch redoubted men 
may appeere the more confpicuous and admirable by com- 
parifon and interview of their contraries, fmile at the ridi- 
culous encounters of Dametas and Dorus, of Dametas 
and Clinias: and ever when you thinke upon Dametas, 
remember the confuting champion, more furquidrous then 
Anaxius, and more abfurd then Dametas; and if I fhould 
alwayes hereafter call him Dametas, I fhould fitt him with 
a name as naturally proper unto him as his owne. Gallant 
gentlemen, you that honor vertue, and would enkindle a 
noble courage in your mindes to every excellent purpofe, 
if Homer be not at hand (whome I have often tearmed the 
Prince of Poets, and the Poet of Princes) you may read his 
furious Iliads and cunning Odyffes in the brave adventures 
of Pyrocles and Mufidorus; where Pyrocles playeth the 
dowty fighter, like Heétor, or Achilles; Mufidorus, the 
valiant captaine, like Pandarus, or Diomedes; both the 
famous errant knightes like AZneas, or Ulyffes. Lord! 
what would himfelfe have prooved in fine, that was the 
gentleman of curtefy, the efquier of induftry, and the 
knight of valour at thofe yeeres? Live ever, fweete booke ! 
the filver image of his gentle witt, and the golden pillar of 
his noble courage ; and ever notify unto the worlde, that 
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thy writer was the fecretary of eloquence, the breath of the 
Mufes, the hoony-bee of the dayntieft flowers of witt and 
arte, the pith of morall and intelle¢tuall vertues, the arme 
of Bellona in the field, the toung of Suada in the chamber, 
the fpirite of practife zz cf, and the paragon of excellency 
in print. And now, whiles I confider what a trompet of 
honour Homer hath bene to fturre-up many woorthy 
princes, I cannot forget the woorthy prince that isa Homer 
to himfelfe, a golden fpurre to nobility, a fcepter to vertue, 
a verdure to the fpring, a funne to the day; and hath not 
onely tranflated the two divine poems of Saluftius du 
Bartas, his heavenly Urany, and his hellifh Furies, but 
hath readd a moft valorous Martiall lecture unto himfelfe 
in his owne victorious Lefanzo, a fhort, but heroicall worke, 
in meeter, but royal meeter, fitt for a Davids harpe. Le- 
panto, firft the glory of Chriftendome againft the Turke, 
and now the garland of a foveraine crowne. When young 
kings have fuch a care of their flourifhing prime, and, like 
Cato, are ready to render an accompt of their vacant 
howers, as if April were July, and May their Auguft, how 
fhould gentlemen of yeeres employ the golden talent of 
their induftry and travaile ? with what fervency, with what 
vigour, with what zeale, with what inceffant and indefatiga- 
ble endevour ? Phy upon fooleries! there be honourable 
woorkes to doe, and notable workes to read. The afore- 
named Bartas (whome elfewhere I have ftiled the Treafurer 
of Humanity and the Jeweller of Divinity) for the highneffe 
of his fubject, and the majefty of his verfe nothing inferiour 
unto Dante, (whome fome Italians preferre before Virgil, or 
Homer) a right infpired and enravifhed poet; full of 
chofen, grave, profound, venerable, and ftately matter; 
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even in the next degree to the facred and reverend ftile of 
heavenly divinity it felfe: in a manner the onely poet 
whome Urany hath voutfafed to laureate with her owne 
heavenly hand, and worthy to bee alleadged of divines 
and counfellours, as Homer is quoted of philofophers and 
oratours. Many of his folemne verfes are oracles ; and one 
Bartis, that is, one French Salomon, more weighty, in ftern 
and mighty counfell, then the Seaven Sages of Greece. 
Never more beauty in vulgar languages, but his ftile 
addeth favour and grace to beauty; and in a goodly 
boddy reprefenteth a puiffant foule. How few verfcs carry 
fuch a perfonage of ftate, or how few argumentes fuch a 
fpirite of majefty! Or where is the divine inftinéte that can 
fufficiently commende fuch a volume of celeftiall infpira- 
tion ? what a judgement hath the noble youth, the harveft 
of the fpring, the fapp of Apollos tree, the diademe of the 
Mufes, that leaveth the enticingeft flowers of delite, to reape 
the matureft fruites of wifedome? Happy plants, that 
fpeedily fhew foorth their generous nature! and a fove- 
raigne good poffeffeth thofe worthy mindcs that fuffer not 
their affections to be inveigled or entangled with any un- 
worthy thought. Great exercifes become great perfonages: 
as the magnes approoveth his nobility in commaunding 
iron, and taming the fea; bafer, or meaner paftimes belong 
unto meaner perfons, as jett difcovereth his gentry in 
drawing chaffe, haires, and fuch trifles. A meete qualitie 
for jett, or a pretty feate for amber, to juggle chaffe, feftues, 
or the like weighty burdens ; but excellent mindes are em- 
ployed like the noble magnes, and ever converfant either 
in effecting, or in perufing, or in penning excellent workes. 
It were an impoffible attempte to do right unto the great 
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captaine, Monfieur de la Noé, and the brave foldiour, the 
French king himfelfe, two terrible thunderboltes of warre, 
and two impetuous whirlewinds of the field, whofe writ- 
inges are like their actions, refolute, effe¢tuall, valiant, pollt- 
tique, vigorous, full of aéry and fiery fpirite, honourable, 
renowned wherefoever valour hath a mouth, or vertue a 
pen. Could the warlike horfe fpeake as he can runne and 
fight, he would tell them, they are hoat knightes ; and could 
the bluddy fword write as it can fheare, it would dedicate a 
volume of fury unto the one, and a monument of victory 
unto the other. Albeit men fhould be malitious or forget- 
full (fpite is malitious, and ingratitude forgetfull) yet prow- 
effe hath a cloven tounge, and teacheth admiration in a 
fiery language to pleade the glorious honour of emproved 
valiancy. 

Some accufe their deftiny ; but bleffed key that openeth 
fuch lockes, and lucky, moft lucky fortune, that yeeldeth 
fuch vertue. Brave chivalry, a continuall witneffe of their 
valour and terribility in warre, and gallant induftry, the 
dayly bread of their life, in peace or truce. Report, fhining 
funne, the dayes-worke of the king; and, burning candle, 
relate his nightes ftuddy ; and both ridd me of an endleffe 
labour. For who ever prayfed the wonders of Heaven ? 

And what an infinite courfe were it, to runne thorough 
the particular commendations of the famous redoubted 
actours, or the notable pregnant writers of this age, even 
in the moft puiffant, heroicall, and argonauticall kinde! 

Nimble Extelcchy hath been a ftraunger in fome countries, 
albeit a renowned citifen of Greece, and a free denifen of 
Italy, Spaine, Fraunce, and Germany; but welcome the 
moft naturall inhabitant of the world! the faile of the fhip, 
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the flight of the bowe, the fhott of the gunne, the wing of the 
eavle, the quinteffence of the minde, the courfe of the 
funne, the motion of the heavens, the influence of the ftarrces, 
the heate of the fire, the lightneffe of the ayer, the fwift- 
neffe of the winde, the ftreame of the water, the frutefulneffe 
of the earth, the fingularitie of this age; and thanke thy 
moft-vigorous felfe for fo many precious workes of divine 
furie, and powerable confequence, refpectively comparable 
with the richeft treafuries and braveft armories of antiquitie. 
Thrife-happie, or rather a thoufand times happie creature, 
that with moft advantage of all honorable opportunities, and 
with the extremeft poffibilitie of his whole powers, inward 
or outward, emploieth the moft excellent excellencie of 
humane or divine nature! Other fecretes of nature and 
arte deferve an high reputation in their feverall degrees, and 
may challenge a foverain enterteinement in their fpeciall 
kinds; but Entelechy is the myfterie of myfteries under 


~ heaven, and the head-fpring of the powerfulleft vertues that 


divinitie infufeth, humanitie imbraceth, philofophie ad- 
mireth, wifedome practifeth, induftrie emproveth, valour 
extendeth, or he conceived, that conceiving the wonderfull 
faculties of the mind, and aftonifhed with the incredible 
force of a ravifhed and enthufiafticall {pirite, in a profound 
contemplation of that elevate and tranfcendent capacitie 
(as it were in a deepe ecftafie, or feraphicall vifion), moft 
pathetically cryed out, 6 magnum mtraculum Homo! No 
marvel, 6 great miracie, and 6 moft powerful Entelechy ! 
though thou feemift a pilgrim to Dametas, that art the 
familiar fpirite of Mufidorus ; and what wonder, though he 
empeach thy eftimation, that defpifeth the graces of God, 
flowteth the conftellations of heaven, frumpeth the opera- 


60 Pierces Supercrogation. 


tions of nature, mocketh the effectualleft and avayllableft 
arts, difdayneth the name of induftrie or honefty, fcorneth 
whatfoever may appeare vertuous, fawneth onely upon his 
owne conceits, claweth only his owne favorits, and quippeth, 
bourdeth, girdeth, affeth the excellenteft writers, of whatfo- 
ever note, that tickle not his wanton fenfe. Nothing me- 
morable or remarkable with him, that feafteth not the 
riotous appetite of the ribald, or the humorous conceit of 
the phantaft. It is his S. Fame to be the infamy of learn- 
ing; his reformation, to be the corruption of his reader; 
his felicitie, to be the miferie of youth; his health, to be 
the fcurfe of the citie, the fcabbe of the univerfitie, the bile 
of the realme; his falvation, to be the damnation of what- 
foever is termed good, or accounted honeft. Sweet gentle- 
men, and florifhing youthes, ever aime at the right line of 
arte and vertue, of the one for knowledge, of the other for 
valour; and lIect the crooked reétifie itfelfe. Refolution 
wandreth not, like an ignorant traveller, but in every enter- 
prife, in every affaire, in every ftuddie, in every cogitation 
levelleth at fome certaintie; and alwayes hath an eye to 
ufe, an eare to good report, a regard to worth, a refpeét to 
affurance, and a reference to the end. He that erreth, 
erreth againft truth and himfelfe; and he that finneth, 
finneth again{t God and himfclfe: he is none of my charge ; 
it fufifeth me to be the curate of myne owne actions, the 
mafter of mine owne paffions, the frend of my frends, the 
pittyer of my enemies, the loover of good witts and honeft 
mindes, the affe€tionate fervant of artes and vertues, the 
humble oratour of noble valour, the commender of the 
forefaid honourable writinges, or any commendable workes. 
Reafon is no mans tyrant, and dutie every mans vaffall that 
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deferveth well. Would this pen were worthy to be the 
flave of the worthieft a¢tours, or the bondman of the above- 
mentioned, and the like important autours! Such mercuriall 
and martiall difcourfes, in the aétive and chivalrous veine, 
pleade their owne eternall honour, and write everlafting 
fhame in the forhead of a thoufand frivolous, and ten thou- 
fand phantafticall pamflets. I would to Chrift fome of them 
were but idle toyes, or vayne trifles! but impuritie never 
prefumed fo much of impuritie, and licentious follie by 
priviledge, lewd ribaldrie by permiffion, and rank villanie by 
connivence are become famous autours; not in a popular 
{tate or a petty-principalitie, but in a foverain monarchie, 
that tendereth politique government, and is to fortifie itfelfe 
againft forrein hoftilitie. If wifedome fay not, Phie for 
fhame! and autoritie take not other order in convenient 
time, who can tell what generall plague may enfue of a 
fpeciall infeétion ? or when the kinges-evill is paft cure, who 
can fay, we will now heale it? The baddeft weede groweth 
fafteft, and no gangrene fo pregnantly difpreddeth itfelfe 
as riott. And what riott fo peftiferous as that which in 
fugred baites prefenteth moft poifonous hookes? Sir Skelton 
and Mafter Scoggin were but innocents to Signior Capricio 
and Monfieur Madneffe, whofe peftilent canker fcorneth all 
the medicine of earth or heaven. 

My writing is but a private note for the publique adver- 
tifement of fome fewe, whofe youth afketh inftruétion, and 
whofe frailtie needeth admonition. In the cure of a canker, 
it isa generall rule with furgeons, it never perfectly healeth, 
unleffe the rootes and all be utterly extirped, and the flefhe 
regencrate. But the foundeft principle is, prénuczpiis obfta ; 
and it goeth beft with them that never knewe what a canker 
or leper meant. 
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I ftill hoped for fome graffes of better fruite; but this 
grand confuter of my letters and all honeftie {till proceedeth 
from worfe to worfe, from the wilding-tree to the withie, 
from the dogge to the goate, from the catt to the fwine, 
from Primerofe hill to Colman hedge; and 1s fo rooted in 
deepe vanitie that there is no ende of his profound follie ; 
which deferveth a more famous encomiafticall oration then 
Erafmus renowned follie, and more glorioufly difdaineth 
any cure then the goute. I may anfwer his hoat raving in 
cold termes, and convince him of what notorious falfehood, 
or villanie I can ; but fee the franke fpirite of a full ftomack ; 
and who ever was fo parloufly matched? Were not my 
fimplicitie, or his omnifufficiencie, exceeding great, I had 
never bene thus terriblie overchallenged. Gadbriel, if there 
be any witt or induftrie in thee, now [ will dare tt to the 
uttermoft: write of what thou wilt, in what language thou 
wilt, and Iwill confute and anfwere wt. Take truthes part, 
and I will prove truth to beno truth, marching out of thy 
doung-voiding mouth; and fo forth in the braving tenour 
of the fame redoutable ftile. Good gentlemen, you fee the 
fweet difpofition of the man; and neede no other window 
into the clofet of his confcience, but his owne gloffe upon his 
owne text. Whatfoever poore I fay, in any matter, or in 
any language, albeit truth averr and juftifie the fame, he 
will flatly denie and confute, even bicaufe I fay it; and 
onely bicaufe, in a frolick and dowtie jollitie, he will have 
the laft word of me. His grammer is his catechifme: Sz 
ais, nego: his ftomack, his dic€tionarie in any language, 
and his quarrell his logique in any argument: Lacan, 
Fulian, Aretin, I proteft; wereyou ought elfe but abhominable 
Atheifts, that I would obftiutatly defende you, oncly bicaufe 


Prerecs Supercrogation, 63 


Laureate Gabriel articles againft you. Were there not other- 
wife a marvelous oddes, and incomprehenfible difference 
betwixt our habilities, he would never dare me, like a bold 
Pandare, with fuch ftout challenges and glorious protefta- 
tions ; but fingular wittes have a great advantage of fimple 
men, and cunning falfehood is a mightie confuter of plaine 
truth. 

No fuch champion as he that fighteth obftinatly with the 
target of confidence, and the long-fword of impudence. If 
any thing extraordinary emproveth valour it is confidence ; 
and if any thing miraculoufly fingularizeth witt it is impu- 
dence. Diftruft is a naturall foole, and modeftie an arti- 
ficiall foole ; he that will exploite wondermentes and karrie 
all before him like a fweep-ftake, muft have a hart of iron, 
a forhead of braffe, and a toung of adamant. Pelting cir- 
cumftances marre brave executions ; looke into the proceed- 
inges of the greatcft doers, and what have they more then 
other men, but audacitie and fortune? 


Audendum eft aliquid, vinclts et carcere dignum, 

Stuis effe aliquid. 
Simplicitie may have a geffe at the principles of the world, 
and Nafhe affecteth to feeme a compound of fuch ele- 
mentes; as bold as xeger, and as weger as a mad dogge. 
He will confute me, bicaufe he will; and he can conquer 
me, becaufe he can. If I come upon him with a gentle 
reply, he will welcome me with a fierce rejoynder; for 
any my briefe triplication, he will provide a quadruplication 
at large, and fo forth in ¢xfiaitum, with an undauntable 
courage, for he fweareth he will never leave meas long as 
he 1s hable to lift a penne. Twentie fuch famous depofitions 
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proclaime his dowtie refolution, and indefatigable hand at 
a pight fielde. Were I to begin agayne, or cold I hand- 
fomely devife to give him the cleanly flipp, I would never 
deale with a fprite of Coleman hedge, or a may-lord of 
Primerofe hill, that hath all humours in his liverie, and can 
put confcience in a vices coate. Na, hee will atchieve im- 
poffibilities, and in contempt of my fimplicitie, proove 
truth a counterfaict, and himfelfe a true witneffe of falfeft 
lyes. But Lord! that so invincible a gentleman fhould 
make fo folemne account of confuting, and reconfuting a 
perfon of fo little worth in his valuation! Sweet man, what 
fhould you thinke of trubling your-felfe with fo tedious a 
courfe, when you might fo blithly have taken a quicker 
order, and may yet proceede more compendioufly ? It had 
bene a worthy exploit, and befeeming a witt of fupereroga- 
tion, to have dipped a fopp in a goblet of renni/h wine, 
and naming it Gabriel, (for you are now growne into great 
familiaritie with that name) to have devoured him upp at 
one bit ; or taking a pickle herring by the throte, and chriften- 
ing it Richard (for you can chriften him at your pleafure) 
to have {wallowed him downe with a ftomack. Did you 
never heare of deteftable Jewes, that made a picture of 
Chrift, and then buffetted, cuggelled, fcourged, crucified, 
ftabbed, pierced, and mangled the fame moft unmercifully ? 
Now you have a patterne, I doubt not but you can with a 
dexteritie chopp off the head of a dead honey-bee, and 
boaft you have ftricken John as dead as a doore nayle. 
Other fpoyle, or victorie (by the leave of the forefaid re- 
doubted daring) will proove a bufie peece of worke for the 
fonne of a mule, a rawe grammarian, a brabling fophifter, a 
counterfaicte cranke, a ftale rakehell, a piperly rymer, a 
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ftump-worne railer, a dodkin autor, whofe two fwordes are 
like the hornes of an hodmandod ; whofe courage, like the 
furie of a gad-bee, and whofe furmounting braverie, like 
the wings of a butterfly. I take no pleafure to call thee an 
affe, but thou prooveft thi-felfe a haddock: and although 
I fay not, Thou art a foole, yet thou wilt needs bewray thy 
diet, and difgorge thy ftomack of the lobfter and coddefhed, 
wherewith thou didft englutt thifelfe, fince thy notorious 
furfett of pikle-herring and dog-fith. Thou art neither 
Dorbell, nor Duns, nor Thomas of Aquine: they were three 
fharp-edged and quick-fented fchoolemen, full of nimble 
witt, and intricate quiddities in their auguing kinde, efpe- 
cially Duns and Thomas; but by fome of thy cavilling 
Ergos, thou fhouldeft feeme to be the fpawne of Javell, or 
Tartaret ; and as very a crabfifh at an evgo as ever crawled 
over Carters Logique, or the Pofteriorums of Fohannes de 
Lapide. When I looke upon thy firft page (as I daily be- 
hold that terrible emprefe for a recreation) ftill methinkes 
there fhould come flufhing out the great atlas of logique, 
and aftronomie, that fupported the orbes of the heavens by 
art : or the mightie Hercules of rhetorique and poetrie, that 
with certaine marvelous fine, and delicate chaines, drewe 
after him the vaffals of the world by the eares. But examin 
his futtellieft exgos, and taft his nappieft invention, or 
daintieft elocution, (he that hath nothing elfe to do, may 
hold himfelfe occupied) and art will foone finde the huge 
Behemoth of conceit, to be the fprat of a pickle herring ; 
and the hideous leviathan of vainglorie, to be a fhrimpe in 
witt, a periwinkle in art, a dandiprat in induftrie, a dodkin in 
valu, and fuch a toy of toyes, as every right fchollar hiffeth 
at in judgement, and every fine gentleman maketh the 
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objeét of his fcorne. He can raile: (what mad Bedlam 
cannot raile?) but the favour of his railing is grofely fell, 
and fmelleth noyfomly of the pumpe, or a naftier thing. 
His gayeft floorifhes are but Gafcoignes Wecdes, or Tarle- 
tons trickes, or Greenes crankes, or Marlowes bravados ; his 
jeftes, but the dregges of common fcurrilitie, or the fhreds 
of the Theater, or the of-fcouring of new pamflets: his frefheft 
nippitatie, but the froth of ftale inventions, long-fince loth- 
fome to quick taftes; his fhroving ware, but lenten ftuff, 
like the old pickle herring; his luftieft verdure, but ranke 
ordure, not to be named in civilitie or rhctorique; his only 
art, and the vengeable drift of his whole cunning, to mangle 
my fentences, hack my arguments, chopp and change my 
phrafes, wrinch my wordes, and hale every fillable moft 
extremely, even to the difjoynting and maiming of my 
whole meaning. O times! 6 paftimes! 6 monftrous knaverie! 
The refidue, whatfoever, hath nothing more in it, then is 
ufuallic in every ruffanly copefmate that hath bene a 
grammar fchollar, readeth riotous bookes, hanteth roifterly 
companie, delighteth in rude fcoffing, and karrieth a def- 
perate minde. Let him be thorowly perufed by any in- 
different reader whomfoever, that can judicioufly difcerne 
what is what, and will uprightly cenfure him according to 
his fkill, without partialitie fro or contra, and I dare under- 
take, he will affirme no leffe, upon the credit of his judge- 
ment ; but will definitively pronounce him the very baggage 
of new writers. I could nominate the perfon that, under 
his hand-writing, hath ftiled him the cockifh challenger, the 
lewd fcribler, the offal of corrupteft mouthes, the draff of 
filthieft pennes, the bag-pudding of fooles, and the very 
pudding-pittes of the wife or honcft. He might have read 
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of foure notable thinges, which many a jollie man weeneth 
he hath at will, when he hath nothing leffe:—much know- 
ledge; found wifedome; great power, and many frends. 
And he might have heard of other foure fpeciall thinges, 
that worke the deftruction, or confufion of the forwardeft 
practitioners :—a headlong defire to know much haftily; a 
creedie thirft to have much fuddainly ; an overweening 
conceit of themfelves, and a furly contempt of other. I 
could peradventure arread him his fortune in a fatall booke, 
as verifiable, as peremptorie ; but I loove not to infult upon 
miferie, and deftinie is a judge, whofe fentence needeth no 
other execution but itfelfe. No prevention, but deepe re- 
pentance; an impoffible remedy, where deepe obftinacie is 
grounded, and high prefumption afpireth above the moone. 
Hawtie minds may ftie aloft, and haften their owne over- 
throw; but it is not the wainfcott forhead of a Rudhuddibras, 
that can arreare fuch an huge opinion, as himfelfe in a 
{trong conceit of a mighty conception, feemeth to travaill 
withall ; as it were with a flying Bladude, attempting won- 
derments in the ayre, or a Simon Magus, experimenting 
impoffibilities from the top of the Capitoll. He muft either 
accomplifh fome greater work of fupererogation, with 
actual atchievement (that is now a principall point) or 
immortalize himfelfe the prowdeft vaine fott that ever 
abufed the world with foppifh oftentation ; not in one or 
two pages, but in the firft, the laft, and every leafe of his 
Strange Newes. For the end is like the beginning, the 
mid{t like both, and every part like the whole. Railing, 
railing, railing; bragging, bragging, bragging ; and nothing 
clfe, but fowle railing upon railing, and vayne bragging 
upon bragging ; as rudely, grofely, odioufly, filthily, beaftly, 
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as ever fhamed print. Unleffe he meant to fett upp a railing 
{choole, and to reade a publike lecture of bragging, as the 
onely regall profeffour of that, and that facultie, now other 
fhiftes begin to fayle: I wonder his owne mouth can abide 
it without many a phah! You have heard fome worthie 
premiffes ; behold a brave conclufion : 


Awaite, the world, the tragedy of wrath ; 
What next I paint fhall tread no common path. 


With an other doubble azz, for a gallant embleme, or a 
glorious farewell, Aut nunguam tentes, aut perfice; fub- 
{cribed with his owne hand, Thomas Na/h. Not expeét, 
or attend, but @ wait: not fome few, or the citty, or the 
univerfity, or this land, or Europe, but the World: not a 
comedy, or a declamation, or an invective, or a fatire, or any 
like elencticall difcourfe, but a tragedy, and the very Tra- 
gedy of Wrath, that fhall dath the direfulleft Tragedies of 
Seneca, Euripedes, or Sophocles, out of conceit. The next 
peece, not of his rhetorique, or poetry, but of his painture, 
fhall zot treade to way the Poules, or Weftminfter, or the 
Royall Exchange; but at leaft fhall perfeét the Venus face 
of Apelles, or fett the world an everlafting fample of inimit- 
able artificiality. Other mens writing in profe, or verfe, 
may plodd on, as before; but Azs painting will now tread a 
rave Path, and by the way beftow a new leffon uppon 
rhetorique, how to continue a metaphor, or uphold an al- 
legory with advauntage. The treading of that rare path, by 
that exquifite pazuding, (his wookes are miracles; and his 
painting can treade, like his dauncing or frifking, 20 common, 
but a proper path) who expecteth not with an attentive, a 
ferviceable, a coovetous, a longing expectation? A «wart 


Puerces Supererogation. 69 


world, and Apelles tender thy moft affe€tionate devotion, 
to learne a wonderfull peece of curious workemanfhip, when 
it fhall pleafe his next painting to tread the path of his moft 
fingular fingularity. Meanewhile it hath pleafed foome 
{weete witts of my acquaintaunce, (whome heaven hath bap- 
tized the fpirites of harmony, and the mufes have enterteyned 
for their paramours) to reacquite fonnets with fonnets, and 
to fnibb the Thrafonicall rimefter with angelical meeter, 
that may haply appeere in fitt place, and finely difcover 
young Apuleius in his ramping roabe; the fourth furie in 
his tragicall pageant, the new fprite in his proper haunt, or 
buttry ; and the confuting divell in the horologe. One fhe 
and two he’s have vowed they will pumpe “zs railing ink- 
horne as dry as ever was Holborne Conduit ; and fquife /zs 
craking quill to as emptie a fpunge as any in Hofier Lane. 
Which of you, gallant gentlemen, hath not ftripped Azs_ /ffale 
Jeftes into their thredbare ragges; or fo feldome as an hun- 
dred times pittied his creaft-falne ftile, and his focket-worne 
invention ? Who would have thought, or could have im- 
agined, to have found the witt of Pierce fo ftarved and 
clunged: the conceit of an adverfarie, fo weatherbeaten and 
tired: the learning of a fchollar, fo pore-blind and lame: 
the elocution of the Divels Oratour, fo lanke, fo wan, fo 
meager, fo blunt, fo dull, fo fordead, fo gaftly, where the 
mafculine furie meant to play his griflieft and horribleft 
part? Welfare a good vifage in a bad caufe, or farwell 
hope, the kindeft coofener of forlorne harts! The defperate 
minde, that affayeth impoffibilities in nature, or undertaketh 
incredibilities in art, muft be content to fpeed thereafter. 
When every attempt faileth in performance, and every ex- 
tremitie foileth the enterprifer, at-laft even impudencie itfelfe 
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muft be faine to give over in the plaine fielde, and never 
yceld credit to the word of that moft credible gentlewoman, 
if the very brafen buckler proove not finally a notorious 
Dafh-Nafh. He fummed all in a briefe, but material] 
fumme; that called the old Affe, the great A, and the ¢/ 
amen of the new fupercrogation. And were I here com- 
pelled to difpatch abruptly (as I am prefently called toa 
more commodious exercife) fhould I not fufficiently have 
difcharged my tafke, and plentifully have commended /¢hat 
famous creature, whofe prayfe the title of this pamflet pro- 
feffeth ? He that would honor Alexander, may crowne him 
the great A. of puiffance ; but Pyrrhus, Hanniball, Scipio, 
Pompey, Cefar, divers other mightie conquerours, and even 
fom moderne worthies would difdaine to have him fceptred 
the ¢e/¢ Amcn of valour. What a brave and incomparable 
Alexander is that great A, that is alfo the e/¢ amen of 
fupererogation ; a more miraculous and impoffible peece of 
worke, then the dowtieft puiffance, or worthieft valour in 
the old or new world! Shall I fay bleffed, or peerleffe 
young Apuleius, that from the fwathing bandes of his in- 
fancie in print, was fuckled of the fweeteft nurfes, lulled of 
the deereft groomes, cockered of the fineft minions, cowled 
of the daintieft paramours, hugged of the enticingeft darl- 
inges, and more then tenderly tendered of the moft delitious 
mufes, the moft amiable graces, and the moft powerful 
vertues of the faid unmatchable great A, the graund founder 
of fupcrerogation, and fole patron of fuch meritorious clients. 
As for other remarkable particulars in the Straunge Newes ; 
ink is fo like ink, fpite fo like fpite, impudencie fo like im- 
pudencie, brocage fo like brocage, and Tom-Penniles now fo 
like Papp-hatchet, when the time was, that I neede but 
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overrun an old cenfure of the one, by way of a new appli- 
cation to the other. The notes of Martinifme appertaine 
unto thofe whom they concerne: Pierce would laugh to be 
charged with Martinifme, or any religion, though Martin 
himfelfe, for a challenging, rufling, and railing ftile, not fuch 
-a Martin. Two contraries; but two fuch contraries as can 
teach extremities to play the contraries, and to confound 
themfelves. 

Papp-hatchet defirous, for his benefit, to currie favour 
with a noble earle, and, in defeét of other meanes of com- 
mendation, labouring to infinuate himfelfe by fmooth glofing 
and counterfait fuggeftions, (it is a courtly-feate, to fnatch 
the leaft occafionet of advantage with a nimble dexteritie) 
fome yeares fince provoked me, to make the beft of it, in- 
confideratly ; to fpeake like a frend, unfrendly ; to fay, as 
it was, intolerably ; without private caufe, or any reafon in 
the world ; (for in truth I looved him, in hope prayfed him, 
many wayes favored him, and never any way offended him;) 
and notwithftanding that fpitefull provocation, and even 
that odious threatening of ten yeares provifion, he had ever 
paffed untouched with any fillable of revenge in print, had 
not Greene, and this dog-fifh, abhominably mifufed the 
verbe paffive; as fhould appeare, by his procurement, or 
encouragement, affuredly moft undeferved, and moft in- 
jurious. For what other quarrel could Greene, or this dogge- 
fifh, ever picke with me, whom I never fo much as twitched 
by the fleeve before I founde myfelfe and my deareft 
frendes unfufferably quipped in moft contumelious and 
opprobrious termes. But now there is no remedie: have 
amongeft you, blind harpers of the printing houfe! for I feare 
not fix hundred crowders, were all your wittes affembled in 


G2 Pierces Supercrogation. 


one capp of vanitie, or all your galles united in one bladder 
of choler. I have loft more labour then the tranfcripting of 
this cenfure, which I dedicate neither to lord nor lady, but 
to truth and zquitie, on whofe foverain patronage I relye. 


An Advertifement for Pap-hatchet, and Martin 
Mar-prelate. 


Pap-hatchet (for the name of thy good nature Is pitty- 
fully growen out of requeft), thy olde acquaintance in the 
Savoy, when young Euphues hatched the egges that his 
elder freendes laide, (furely Euphues was fomeway a pretty 
fellow: would God, Lilly had alwaies bene Euphues, and 
never Pap-hatchet !) that old acquaintance, now fomewhat 
ftraungely faluted with a new remembrance, is neither lulla- 
bied with thy fweete Papp, nor fcarre-crowed with thy 
fower hatchet. And although in felfe-conceit thou knoweft 
not thy felfe, yet in experience thou mighteft have knowen 
him that can unbutton thy vanity and unlafe thy folly ; but 
in pitty fpareth thy childifh fimplicitie, that in judgement 
fcorneth thy roifterly bravery, and never thought fo bafely 
of thee, as fince thou began’ft to difguife thy witt, and dif- 
grace thy arte with rufhanly foolery. Hewinneth not moft 
abroad, that weeneth moft at home; and in my poore fancy, 
it were not greatly amiffe, even for the perteft and gayeft 
companions, (notwithftanding whatfoever courtly holly- 
water, or plaufible hopes of preferment) to deigne their olde 
familiars the continuance of their former courtefies, without 
contempt of the barraineft giftes, or empeachment of the 
meaneft perfons. The fimpleft man in a parifh is a fhrewd 
foole, and humanity an image of divinity, that pulleth 
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downe the hawty, and fetteth up the meeke. Euphues, it 
is good to bee merry, and Lilly, it is good to be wife, and 
Papp-hatchet, it is better to loofe a new jeft then an olde 
frend that can cramme the capon with his owne papp, and 
hewe downe the woodcocke with his owne hatchet. Bolde 
men, and marchant venturers have fometime good lucke; 
but happ-hazard hath oftentimes good leave to befhrow his 
owne pate, and to imbarke the hardy foole in the famous 
fhipp of wifemen. I cannot ftand nofing of candleftickes, 
or euphuing of fimiles, a//a Savoica: it might happly be 
done with a trice; but every man hath not the guift of 
Albertus Magnus; rare birdes are dainty, and they are 
queint creatures, that are priviledged to create new creaturcs. 
When I have a mint of precious ftones, and f{traunge foules, 
beaftes, and fifhes of mine owne coyning, (I could name the 
party that, in comparifon of his owne naturall inventions, 
tearmed Pliny a barraine woombe,) I may peradventure 
bleffe you with your owne croffes, and pay you with the ufury 
of your owne coyne. Inthe meane while beare with a plaine 
man, as plaine as olde Accurfius, or Bartho! de Saxoferrato, 
that wil make his cenfure good upon the carrion of thy un- 
favory and ftincking pamflett; a fitt booke to bee joyned 
with Scoggins woorkes, or the French Mirrour of Madneffe. 
The very title difcovereth the wifedome of the young man, 
as an olde fox not long fince bewrayed himfelfe by a flap 
of his taile; and a lion, they fay, is foone defcried by his 
pawe, a cocke by his combe, a goate by his bearde, an 
affe by his eare, a wife man by his tale, an artift by his 
tearmes. 
Papp with an hatchet: alias, a Figg for my God-fonne : 
or, cracke me this nutt: or, a country Cuffe, 
10 
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that is, A found boxe on the care, & cetera, 

Written by one that dares calla Dog a Dog. 
Imprinted by Fohn Anoke, and Fohn Aftile, for the Bayly 
of Withernam, Cum privilegio perennitatis, 

And are to be fold at the figne of the Crabbiree Cudgell in 
Thwacke-coate Lane. 

What devife of Martin, or what invention of any other, 
could have fett a fairer orientall ftarre upon the forhead of 
that foule libell? Now you fee the brande, and know the 
Blackamore by his face, turne over the leafe, and by the 
wittineffe of his firft fentence aime at the reft. Milke is like 
milke; hoony like hoony; papp like papp, and hee like 
himfelfe ; in the whole a notable ruffler, and in every part 
a dowty braggard. Roome for a roiftcr; fo thats well faid ; 
ttch a little further fora good fellow: now have at you all, 
my gaffers of the rayling religion: tis I that muft take you a 
peeg lower. Ile make fuch a fplinter runne into your wittes, 
and fo foorth in the fame lufty tenour. A very artificiall 
beginning, to moove attention or to procure good-liking in 
the reader, unleffe he wrote onely to roifter-doifters, and 
hackfters, or at leaft to jefters, and vices. Oh! but in his 
preamble to the indifferent reader he approveth himfelfe a 
marveilous difcreet, and modeft man of the fobereft fort, 
were he not provoked in confcience to aunfweare contrary 
to his nature and manner. You may fee how grave men 
may be made light to defend the Church. I perceive they 
were wife, that, at riotous times, when youth was wantonneft, 
and knavery luftieft, as in Chriftmas, at Shrofetide, in May, 
at the ende of Harveft, and by fuch wilde fittes created a 
certaine extraordinary officer, called a Lord of Mifrule, as 
a needefull governour, or dictatour, to fet thinges in order, 
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and to rule unruly people; with whome otherwife there 
were no Ho. So, when Revell-rout beginneth to be a 
current autour, or Hurly-burly a bufy promotour, roome 
for a roifter, that will bore them thorough the nofes with a 
cufhion; that will bung-up their mouthes with a collyrium 
of all the ftale jeftes in a country; that will fuffer none to 
play the rex but himfelfe. For that is the very depth of 
his plot ; and who ever began with more roifterly tearmes, 
or proceeded with more rufhanly fcoffes, or concluded with 
more haire-brain’d trickes, or wearied his reader with more 
thread-bare jeftes, or tired himfelfe with more weather- 
beaten cranckes? What fcholler, or gentleman, can reade fuch 
alehoufe and tinkerly ftuffe without bluthing ? They were 
much deceived in him at Oxford, and in the Savoy, when 
Mafter Abfolon lived, that tooke him onely for a dapper 
and deft companion, or a pert conceited youth, that had 
gathered togither a fewe prettie fentences, and could hand- 
fomly helpe young Euphues to an old fmzle, and never 
thought him any fuch mighty doer at the fharpe. But //e, 
Ile, Ile, is a parlous fellow at @ hatchett: hefe like Death, 
hele fpare none: hele fhowe them an Irifh tricke: hele make 
them weepe Irifh: hefe good at the fucking blow: his pofte, 
what care 1? Vie ftabbes, good ecclefiafticall learning in 
his Apologie, and good Chriftian charitie in his Homilie. 
Mufter his arrant braveries togither, and where fuch a terri- 
ble killcowe, or fuch a vengeable bull-beggar to deal with- 
all? O dreadfull dubble V ! that carrieft the dubble ftoccado 
in thy penne, what a dubble ftabber woldeft thou be, were 
thy hand as tall a fellow as thy hart, or thy witt as luftie a 
ladd as thy minde! Other good fellowes may tell tales of 
Gawin: thou art Sir Gawin revived, or rather Terrour in 
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perfon. Yet fhall I put a beane into Gawins ratling fcull, 
and tell thee where thy flafhing long-fword commeth fhort ? 
Thou profeffeft railing, and emprooveft thifelfe in very deede 
an egregious railer, as difdaining to yeelde unto any he or 
fhe fcolde of this age: but what faith my particular analyfis? 
Dubble V is old-excellent at his cornucopic, and, I warrant 
you, never to feeke in his horne-booke; but debarre thoffame 
horefon tales of a tubb, and put him befide his horning, 
gaming, fooling, and knaving, and he is no boddy, but a 
fewe pilfred /zzlcs, a little pedanticall Latin, and the 
higheft pitch of his witt Bulles motion, @/ias the hangmans 
apron. His ryme foreftalled by Elderton, that hath ballats 
lying a fteepe in ale: his reafon, by a Cambrige wagg, a 
twigging fophifter, that will exgo Martin into an ague, and 
concludeth peremptorily, therfore Tiburne muft be furr’d 
with Martins: nothing left for the third difputer, but railing 
thorough all the moodes and figures of knaverie, as they 
come frefh and fresh to his hand. All three jumpe zz 
codem tertio: nothing but a certaine exercife, termed hang- 
ing, will ferve their turne; (if it be his deftinie, what re- 
medie ?) they muft draw cuttes who shall play the hange- 
man, and that is the argument of the tragedie, and the 
very papp of the hatchet. Thefe are yet all the common- 
places of his great paper-boke, and the whole inventarie of 
his witt, though in time he may haply learne to play at 
ninehole-nidgets, or to canuas a liverie flowt thorough all 
the predicaments of the fower and twentie orders. When 
I firft tooke a glancing vewe of //e, Ile, //e, and durft {carfely 
be fo hardy to looke the hatchet in the face, methought 
his imagination was hedded like a Saracen; his ftomack 
bellyed, like the great globe of Orontius ; and his breath, 
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like the blaft of Boreas in the great mapp of Mercator. 
But when we began to renue our old acquaintance, and to 
shake the handes of difcontinued familiaritie, alas, good 
gentleman! his mandillion was over-cropped; his witt 
paunched, like his wives fpindle; his art shanked, like a 
lath ; his conceit as lank as a shotten herring; and that 
fame bluftering eloquence, as bleake and wan as the picture 
of a forlorne loover. Nothing but pure mammaday, and a 
fewe morfels of fly-blowne Euphuifme, fomewhat nicely 
minced for puling ftomackes. But there be painters enough, 
though I goe roundly to worke, and it is my onely purpofe, 
to fpeake to the purpofe. I long fithence founde by ex- 
perience, how Dranting of verfes, and Euphuing of fentences 
did edifie. But had I confulted with the prognoftication of 
John Securis, I might peradventure have faved fome loofe 
endes for afterclapps. Now, his nephew Hatchet muft be 
content to accept of fuch intertainement as he findeth. 

It was Martins folly to begin that cutting vaine, fome 
others overfight to continue it,and dubble Vs. triumph tofet it 
agogg. Ifthe world fhould applaude to fuch roifter-doifterly 
vanity, (as impudency hath beene prettily fuffered to fett- 
upp the creaft of his vaine-glory) what good could grow 
of it, but to make every man madbrayned and defperate ; 
but a generall contempt of all good order, in faying or 
dooing; but an univerfal topfy-turvy? He were a very 
fimple oratour, a more fimple politician, and a moft fimple 
devine, that fhould favour Martinizing; but had I bene 
Martin, (as for a time I was vainely fufpected by fuch madd 
copefmates, that can furmize any thing for their purpofe, 
howfoever unlikely or monftrous) I would have beene fo 
farre from being mooved by fuch a fantafticall confuter, 
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that it fhould have beene one of my May-games, or Auguft- 
triumphes, to have driven officials, commiffaries, arch- 
deacons, deanes, chauncellors, fuffraganes, bishops, and 
archbifhops (fo Martin would have florished at the leaft) to 
entertaine fuch an odd light-headded fellow for their de- 
fence; a profeffed jefter, a Hick-fcorner, a fcoff-maifter, a 
playmunger, an interluder; once the foile of Oxford, now 
the ftale of London, and ever the apefclogg of the preffe, 
cum privilegio perennitatts. Had it not bene a better courfe 
to have followed Ariftotles doctrine, and to have confuted 
levity with gravity, vanity with difcretion, rashnes with ad- 
vife, madneffe with fobriety, fier with water, ridiculous 
Martin with reverend Cooper? Efpecially in ecclefiafticall 
caufes ; where it goeth hard, when Scoggin, the joviall foole, 
or Skelton, the melancholy foole, or Elderton, the bibbing 
foole, or Will Sommer, the chollericke foole, muft play the 
feate; and church-matters cannot be difcuffed without 
rancke fcurrillity, and, as it were, a fynode of diapafon fooles. 
Some few have a civill pleafant vaine, and a dainety fplene 
without fcandale: fome fuch per cafe might have repayed 
the Marr-prelate home to good purpofe ; other obfcenity, or 
vanity confuteth itfelfe, and impeacheth the caufe. As good 
forbeare an irregular foole, as beare a foole heteroclitall ; 
and better abide a comparative knave, that pretendeth re- 
ligion, then fuffer a knave fuperlative, that fetteth cocke on 
hoope. Serious matters would be handeled ferioufly, not 
upon fimplicity, but uppon choice ; not to flefh, or animate, 
but to difygrace, and shame levity. A glicking pro, anda 
frumping coztra, shall have much-adoe to shake handes in 
the ergo. There is no ende of girdes and bobbes: it is found 
argumentes, and grounded authorities, that muft {trike the 


Pierces Supererogation. 79 


definitive ftroke, and decide the controverfy with mutuall 
fatisfaction, Martin, bee wife, though Browne were a foole ; 
and Papp-hatchet be honeft, though Barrow be a knave: it 
is not your heaving, or hoifing coile, that buildeth-upp the 
walles of the temple. Alas, poore, miferable, defolate, moft 
woefull church, had it no other builders, but fuch archite¢ts 
of their owne fantafies, and fuch maifons of infinite con- 
tradiction! Time, informed by fecrete intelligence or re- 
folved by curious difcovery, fpareth no coft, or travaile, to 
prevent mifchiefe, but employcth her two woorthy generals, 
Knowledge and Induftry, to cleere the coaft of vagarant 
errours in do¢trine, and to fcoure the fea of roving cor- 
ruptions in difcipline. Roome was not reared-upp in one 
day ; nor cannot be pulled downe in one day. A perfeét 
ecclefiafticall difcipline, or autentique pollicy of the Church, 
(that may avowe, I have neither more nor leffe then enough, 
but juft the nomber, weight, and meafure of exact governe- 
ment) is not the worke of one man whofoever, or of one 
age whatfoever : it requircth an incredible-great judgment ; 
exceeding-much reading in ecclefiaftical hiftories, councels, 
decrees, lawes; long and ripe practife in church-caufes. 
Platformes offer themfelves to every working conccit, and 
a few tables, or abridgements are foone defpatched ; but, 
whatfoever pretext may coulerably bee alledged, undoubt- 
edly they attempt they know not what, and enterprife above 
the poffibility of their reach, that imagine they can in a 
pamflet, or two, contrive fuch an omni-fufficient and incor- 
ruptible method of ecclefiafticall governement, as could not, 
by any private meditation or publike occafion, be found 
out, with the ftuddy or practife of fifteene hundred yeeres, 
I am not to difpute as a profcffed devine or to determine, 
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as a fevere cenfour; but a fcholler may deliver his opinion 
with reafon, and a frend may lend his advife at occafion ; 
efpecially when hee is urged to fpeake, or fufpected for 
filence. They muft licence mee to diffent from them, that 
autorife themfelves to difagree from fo many notable and 
woorthy men, in the common reputation of fo long a fpace. 
They condemne fuperftitious and credulous fimplicity; it 
were a fonde fimplicity to defende it, where it fwarveth 
from the trueth, or ftrayeth out of the way; but difcretion 
can as little commend opiniotive and prejudicate affertions, 
that ftrive for a needeleffe and daungerous innovation. It 
is neither the exceffe, nor the defeét, but the meane, that 
edifyeth. Superftition and credulitie are fimple creatures ; 
but what are contempt and tumult ? What is the principall 
caufe of this whole Numantine Warre, but affectation of 
novelty without ground? If all without exception, from 
the very fchollers of the primitive and heroical fchoole, 
wanted knowledge or zeale, how rare and fingular are their 
bleffinges that have both in fo plentifull and incomparable 
meafure! Affuredly there were many excellent witts, illu- 
minate minds, and devout foules before them; if nothing 
matchable with them, what greater marvell in this age? Or 
if they were not rightly difciplined, that lived fo vertuoufly 
and Chriftianly togither, what an ineftimable treafure is 
founde, and what a cleere fountaine of holy life! Where 
are godly minds become, that they embrace not that facred 
focictie ? What aile religious handes, that they ftay from 
building the Cittie of God? Can Platos Republique and 
Mores Utopia winne hartes, and cannot the heavenly Hieru- 
falem conquer foules ? Can there be a greater impietie then 
to hinder the rearing-up of thofe celeftiall walles? Why 
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forgetteth the grofe church that it ought to be the pure 
kingdome of heaven? To zeale even fpeede is delay, and 
a yeare an age. But how maturely, and judicioufly fome 
bufie motions have bene confidered-upon by their hoat 
follicitours, it would not paffe unexamined. A ftrong difci- 
pline ftandeth not upon feeble feete; and a weake founda- 
tion will never beare the weight of a mightie Hierufalem. 
The great fhoulders of Atlas oftentimes fhrinke and faint 
under the great burden of heaven. The tabernacle of 
Mofes, the temple of Salomon, the golden age of the primi- 
tive church, and the filver regiment of Conftantine, would 
be looked into with a sharper and a cleerer eye. The dif- 
ference of commonwealthes, or regiments, requireth a differ- 
ence of lawes and orders; and thofe lawes and orders are 
moft foverain, that are moft agreable to the regiment, and 
beft proportioned to the commonwealth. The matter of 
elections and offices is a principall matter in queftion ; and 
many, not onely ignorant or curious, but learned and con- 
fiderate wits, have loft themfelves, and founde errour in the 
difcourfe of that fubje¢t ? But how compendioufly might it 
be concluded, that is fo infinitly argued; or how quietly 
decided, that is fo tumultuoufly debated! I relye not 
upon the uncertaintie of difputable rules, or the fubtilitie of 
intricate arguments, or the ambiguitie of doubtfull allega- 
tions, or the cafualtie of fallible experiments, but grounde 
my refolution upon the affurance of fuch politique and eccle- 
fiafticall principles, as, in my opinion, can neither be de- 
ceived grofely, nor deceive dangeroufly. Popular elections 
and offices, as well in churches as in commonwealthes, are 
for popular ftates: monarchies, and ariftocraties, are to 
celebrate their ele€tions and offices acccording to their 
II 
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forme of governement, and the beft correfpondence of 
their ftates, civill and ecclefiafticall; and may juftifie 
their good proceeding by good divinitie. As they gravely 
and religioufly proved, that in the florifhing propagation, 
and mightie encreafe of the Catholique Church under 
Princes, before, in, and after the Empire of Conftantine, 
were driven to varie from fome primitive examples; not by 
unlawfull corruption, as is ignorantly furmifed, but by law- 
full provifion, according to the exigence of occafions, and 
neceffitie of alteration in thofe overruling cafes: as appeareth 
by pregnant evidence of ecclefiafticall hiftories, and canons 
wherewith they are to confult, that affect a deepe infight in 
the decifion of fuch controverfies, and not to leape at all 
adventures, before they have looked about them, as well 
backward as forward, and as well of the one fide as of the 
other. Confideration is a good counfellour, and reading 
no badd remembrancer; efpecially, in the moft effentiall 
common-places of doctrine, and the moft important matters 
of governement. Ignorance may fomeway be the father of 
zeale, as it was wont to be termed the moother of devotion; 
but blind men fwallow-downe many flyes, and none more, 
then many of them that imagin they know al, and conceit 
an abfolute omni-fufficiencie in their owne platformes, with 
an univerfall contempt of whatfoever contradi¢tion, fpeciall, 
or generall, moderne, or auncient, when undoubtedly they 
are to feeke in a thoufand points of requifite, and neceffarie 
confideration. Lord! that men fhould fo pleafe, and flatter 
themfelves in their owne devifes, as if none had eyes but 
they. God never beftowed his divine giftes in vayne: they 
are not so lightly to be rejected, that fo gravely demeaned 
themfelves, inftructed their brethren, reclaimed infidels, con- 
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verted countryes, planted churches, confounded heretiques, 
and inceffantly travailed in Gods caufes, with the whole 
devotion of their foules, howfoever fome can be content to 
thinke, than fince the Apoftles, none ever had the fpirit of 
underftanding, or the mindes of fincerity, but themfelves. 
Pardon me, pure intelligences, and incorruptible mindes. 
The auncient fathers and doétors of the church wanted 
neither learning, nor judgment, nor confcience, nor zeale, as 
fome of their Greeke and Latine woorkes very notably de- 
clare: (if they were blinde, happy men that fee!) and what 
wifer fenates, or hollyer congregations, or any way more 
reverend affembiies, then fome generall and fome provinciall 
councels? Where they, to a fuperficiall opinion, feeme to 
fett-up a gloffe againft or befide the text, it would bee 
confidered what their confiderations were, and whether it 
can appeare that they, directly or indirectly, proceedcd 
without a refpective regard for the commonwealth, or a 
tender care of the church, or a reverend examination of that 
text. For I pray God we love the text no worfe from the 
bottome of our hartes, then fome of them did. They are 
not the fimpleft, or diffoluteft men, that thinke difcretion 
might have leave to cutt his coate according to his cloth ; 
and commend their humility, patience, wifdome, and whole 
conformity, that were ready to accept any requifite order 
not unlawfull, and to admitt any decent, or feemely rites of 
indifferent nature. Put the cafe juft as it was then, and in 
thofe countries; and what if fome fuppofe, that even M. 
Calvin, M. Beza, M. Melvin, or M. Cartwright (notwith- 
ftanding their new defeignementes), being in the fame eftate 
wherein they were then, and in thofe countries, would have 
refolved no otherwife, in effect, then they determined. Or 
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if they did not fo perfectly well, I pray God we may. How- 
beit, none fo fitt to reconcile contradictions, or to accord 
differences, as hee that diftinguifheth times, places, occafions, 
and other fwaying circumftances, high pointes in governe- 
ment, either civill or ecclefiafticall. As in the doubtfull 
paragraphs and canons of the law of man, fo in the myfticall 
oracles of the law of God, quz bene diftinguit, bené docet: 
in the one, when he ufeth no diftinction but of the law, or 
fome reafon equipollent to the law; in the other, when he 
interpreteth the fcripture by the fcripture, either exprefly by 
conference of text with text, or collectively by the rule of 
analogy. In cafes indifferent, or arbitrary, what fo equall 
in general] as indifferency ; or fo requifite in fpeciall as con- 
formity to the pofitive lawe, to the cuftome of the countrey, 
or to the prefent occafion? To be perverfe, or obftinate, 
without neceffary caufe, is a peevifh folly; when by fuch a 
duetyfull and juftifiable order of proceeding, as by a facred 
league, fo infinite variances and contentions may be com- 
pounded. To the cleane, all things are cleane. S. Paule, 
that layed his foundation like a wife architect, and was a 
fingular frame of divinity, (omnifufficiently furnifhed to be 
a do¢tour of the nations, and a convertour of people) became 
all unto all, and, as it were, a Chriftian Mercury to winne 
fome. Oh, that his knowledge, or zeale, were as rife as his 
name! and I would to God fome could learne to behave 
themfelves toward princes and magiftrates as Paul demeaned 
himfelfe, not onely before the king Agrippa, but alfo before 
the twoo Romane procuratours of that province, Felix and 
Feftus ; whome he entreated in honourable termes, albeit 
ethnicke gouvernours. Were none more fcrupulous then S. 
Paul, how eafily and gratioufly might divers confutations 
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bee reconciled, that now rage like civill warres! The chiefeft 
matter in queftion is no article of beliefe, but a point of 
pollicy, or governement; wherein a judiciall equity being 
duely obferved, what letteth but the particular lawes, ordi- 
nances, injunctions, and whole manner of jurifdiction, may 
reft in the difpofition of foveraine autoritie? Whofe imme- 
diate, or mediate, a€tes are to be reverenced with obedience, 
not countermaunded with fedition, or controled with con- 
tention. He is a bold fubjeét that attempteth to binde the 
handes of facred maiefty ; and they love controverfies well, 
I trow, that call their princes proceedinges into controverfie. 
Altercations and paradoxes, aswell in difcipline as in 
doétrine, were never fo curioufly curious, or fo infinitely in- 
finite ; but when all is done, and when innovation hath fett 
the beft countenance of proofe, or perfuafion upon the 
matter, kingdomes will ftand, and free-citties muft be con- 
tent. Their courts are no prefidents for royall courts ; their 
councels no inftructions for the councels of kings, or queenes ; 
their confiftories that would mafter princes, no informations 
for the confiftories under princes ; their difcipline, no canon, 
or platforme for foveraine governement, either in caufes 
temporall or fpirituall. And can you blame them that 
marvell, how of all other tribunals, or benches, that Jewith 
Synedrion, or pontificall confiftory, fhould fo exceedingly 
grow in requeft, that put Chrift himfelfe to death, and was 
a whipp for his deereft apoftles ? I am loth to enter the liftes 
of argumentation, or difcourfe, with any obftinate minde, or 
violent witt, that weeneth his owne conceit a cleere funne 
without eclipfe, or a full moone without wanes; but fith 
importunacy will never linne molefting Parliaments and 
princes with admonitions, advertifements, motions, petitions, 
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repetitions, follicitations, declamations, difcourfes, methods, 
flatteries, menaces, and all poffible inftant meanes of en- 
forcing and extorting the prefent practife of their incorrupt- 
ible theorie, it would be fom-bodies tafke to hold them a 
little occupied, till a greater refolution begin to fubfcribe, 
and a furer provifion to execute. May it, therefore, pleafe 
the bufieft of thofe that debarre ecclefiafticall perfons of all 
civill jurifdiction, or temporall funétion, to confider how 
every pettie parz/h in England, to the number of about 
52,000, more or leffe, may be made a Jerufalem, or Metro- 
politan Sea, like the nobleft cittie of the Orient, (for fo 
Pliny calleth Jerufalem) how every minifter of the fayd 
parifhes may be promoted to be an high prieft, and to have 
a pontificall confiftorie; how every afi/tant of that confif- 
torie may emproove himfelfe an honorable or worfhipfull 
fenior, according to his reverend calling; (for not onely the 
princes of families, or the princes of tribes, but the princes 
of citties, or judges, the Decurions, the Quinquagenarians, 
the Centurions, the Chiliarkes, were inferiour officers to the 
feniors) how a princely and capitall court, and even the 
high councell of parlament, or fupreme tribunall of a royall 
cittie, (for there was no feniorie in Judza, but at Jerufa- 
lem, faving when the pro-conful Gabinius in a Romane 
pollicy devided that nation into five parts, and appointed 
foure other confiftories) how fuch a princely and ftately 
court should be the patterne of a presbitery in a poore parifh: 
how the principalitie, or pouteficalztie of a minificr, according 
to the degenerate Sanedrim, fhould be fett upp, when the 
lordfhip of a bifhop, or archbishop, according to their pofi- 
tion, is to be pulled downe; finally, how the /apremacie 
over kings and empcrours should be taken from the higheft 
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prieft, or Pope, to be beftowed upon an ordinarice minifter, or 
curate ; and how that minifter should difpenfe with Arifto- 
tles Jaw of inftrumcnts, &v pos &v, or become more mighty 
then Hercules, that could not encounter /wo charges att- 
once; or at leaft how that civil court, that smecere civill 
court, (for fo it was, before it declined from the firft inftitu- 
tion, even as meerly civill as the Romane fenate) should 
be transformed into a court meerly ecclefiafticall. When 
thefe points are confidered, if withall it be determined 
by evident demonftration, as cleere as the funne and 
as invincible as Gods-word, that whatfoever the Apoftles 
did for their time is immutably perpetuall, and necef- 
farie for all times; and that nothing, by way of fpeciall 
refpect or prefent occafion, is left to the ordinaunce, difpo- 
fition, or provifion of the Church, but the ftrict and precife 
practife of their primitive difcipline, according to fome pre- 
cepts in S. Paules Epiftles, and a few examples in the 
Actes of the Apoftles: So de zt, muft be the fuffrage of us, 
that have no voyce in the Sanedrim. All is concluded in 
a fewe pregnant propofitions : we fhall not neede to trouble, 
or entangle our wittes with many articles, injunctions, fta- 
tutes, or other ordinances; the generall, provinciall, and 
epifcopall councels loft much good labour in their canons, 
decrees, and whatfoever ecclefiafticall conftitutions: the 
workes of the fathers and doétours, howfoever auncient 
learned, or orthodox all, are little, or nothing worth : .in- 
finite ftuddies, writings, commentaries, treatifes, confer- 
ences, confultations, disputations, diftinctions, conclufions 
of the moft notable fchollers in Chriftendome, altogither 
fuperfluous. Well-worth a fewe refolute aphorifmes, that 
difpatch more in a word then could be boulted-out in fiften 
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hundred yeares ; and roundly determine all with an up/y- 
downe. No reformation without an upfy-downe. Indeede, 
that is one of Machiavel’s pofitions ; and feing it is prooved 
a peece of found doétrine, it muft not be gain-fayd. Every 
head that hath a hand pull downe the pride of bifhops, and 
fet up the humilitie of minifters. Diogenes treade upon 
Platos pompe: an univerfall reformation be proclaimed 
with the founde of a Jewes trumpe: let the Pontificall 
Confiftorie be ereéted in every parifh: let the high prieft, 
or archbifhop of every parifh be enftalled in Mofes chaier, 
(it was Mofes, not Aarons chayer, that they challenge in 
their fenate, and he muft be greater then Hercules that 
can fulfill both): let the minifterie be a royall priefthood ; 
and every minifter within the precinét of his territorie, and 
the dominion of his fegniorie, raigne like a presbiter John: 
let it everlaftingly be recorded for a foverain rule, as deare 
as a Jewes eye, that Jofephus alledgeth out of the Law, 
Nihil agat rex, fine pontificis, et fentorum fententia. Onely 
let the fayd pontife beware he proove not a great pope ina 
little roome; or difcover not the humour of afpiring 
Stukely, that would rather be the king of a moutlhill, then 
the fecond in Ireland, or England. Some ftoiques and 
melancholie perfons have a {pice of ambition by themfelves : 
and even Funius Brutus, the firft, was fomway a kinde of 
Larquinius Superbus ; and Funius Brutus the fecond is not 
altogither a mortified creature, but bewrayeth as it were 
fome reliques of flefhe and bloude, afwell as his inwardeft 
frend Eu/febius Philadelphus. 1 dare come no neerer: yet 
Greenwood and Barrow begin already to complaine of furly 
and folemne brethren; and God knoweth how that ponti- 
ficall chayer of eftate might worke in man, as he is man. 
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Mercurie fublimed is fomewhat a coy and ftout fellow ; and 
I beleeve thofe high and mighty peeres would not fticke to 
looke for a low and humble legge. Every man muft have 
his due in his place; and honour aliably belongeth to re- 
doubted feniours. That is their proper title at Geneva. 
Now, if it feeme as cleere a cafe in pollicie as in divinitie 
that one and the fame difcipline may ferve diuers and con- 
trarie formes of regiment, and be as fitt for the head of 
England as for the foote of Geneva, the worft is, Ariftotles 
politiques muft be burned for heretiques. But how happie 
is the age, that, inftead of a thoufand pofitive lawes and 
Lesbian canons, hath founde one ftanding canon of Poly- 
cletus, an immutable law of facred governement! And what 
a bliffefull deftinie had the commonwealth that muft be the 
modell of all other commonwealthes, and the very center 
of the Chriftian world! Let it be fo for ever and ever, if 
that Pamflet of the Lawes and flatutes of Geneva, afwell con- 
cerning ecclefiafticall difcipline as civill regiment, deferve 
any fuch fingular or extraordinarie eftimation, either for 
the one or for the other. If not, are they not bufie men, 
that will needes beare a rule and ftrike a maine ftroke, 
where they have nothing to doe, or are to be ruled? It 
were a good hearing, in my eare, that fome of them could 
governe themfelves but in reafonable wife fort, that are fo 
forward to fwey kingdomes, and to fwing churches after 
their new fafhion, and can ftande upon no grounde but 
their owne. If certaine of them be godlyer, or learneder, 
then many other (according to their favorableft reputation) 
it is the better for them: I would alfo they were wifer, then 
fome of them whom they impugne. Surely, I feare, they. will 
be found more peremptorie in cenfure then founde in judge- 
12 
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nicnt; and more fmart in reproofe then fharp in proofe. 
And may it not be a probable doubt how they have com- 
pared togither the Law of Gods people, and the Gofpcll of 
Chriftes Church in the Bible; or how they have ftuddied 
Fofcphus, Philo, and Egcfppus of the Jewifh affaircs ; or 
Sigontus of the Hebrue Commonwealth; or Freiginvs his 
Mofaicus, or their owne Lonaventura of the Judaicall pollicy ; 
that fetch their jurifdiction from the Savedrim corrupted, 
and ground their reformation upon the Jewes Zhalmud, the 
next neighbour to the Turkes A/coran. Had Ramus Trea- 
tife of Difcipline come to light, they would long-ere-this 
have beene afhamed of their Sanedrim, and have blufhed to 
foift in the Thalmud, in fteede of the Bible. God helpe 
poore difcipline, if the water bee like the conduit, the oile 
like the lampe, and the plant like the tree! Abraham was 
the beginning, David the middeft, and Chrift the ende of 
the Hebrue hiftory ; his Gofpell, not his enemies Thalmud, 
the pure fountaine of reformation, and the onely cleere re- 
fplendifhing funne, that giveth light to the ftarres of heaven 
and earth; unto which the Church, his moft deere and 
fweete fpoufe, is more deepely and more incomprehenfibly 
bounden, then the day unto the funne that fhineth from his 
eliftering chariot. It is not for a pontificall feniory, or a 
mechanicall elderfhip, to ftopp the courfe of any river that 
fucceffively floweth from that liquid fountaine ; or to putt- 
out any candle that was originally lighted at that inex- 
tinguible lampe. The Church hath fmall caufe to dote 
uppon the coofen-germane of tyranny, and the common- 
wealth hath no great affection to the fworn-brother of 
anarchy. Certainely ftates neede not long to interteine tu- 
multuous and never-fatisfied innovation. Good my matfters, 
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either make it an evident and infallible cafe, without 
fophifticall wrangling, or perfonall brawling, that your un- 
experienced difcipline, not the order approved, is the pure 
well of that divine fpring, and the cleere light of that 
heavenly funne; or, I befeech you, pacifie yourfelves, and 
furceafe to endaunger kingdomes with unneedefull uprores. 
Crooked proceedings would be rectified by a right, not a 
crooked line; and abufes reformed, not by abufing the 
perfons, but by well-ufing the things themfelves. I fpare 
my auncients, afwell at home as abroade ; yet Beza might 
have bene good to fome Doétours of the Church; and 
better then he is to Ramus, Eraftius, Kemnitius, and 
fundry other excellent men of this age: (neither can it 
fufficiently appeare that the two famous lawyers, Gribaldus 
and Lal/dwinus, were fuch monftrous apoftates, or poyfon- 
ous heritiques, as he reporteth:) and whither fome other, 
neerer hand, have not bene too-familiarly bold with their 
fuperiours, of approved learning and wifedome, meete for 
their reverend and honorable calling, my betters judge. 
Modefty is a civill vertue, and humility a Chriftian quality: 
furely, Martin is too too-malapert to be difcreet, and 
Barrow too too-hoat to be wife: if they bee godly, God 
help charity; but, in my opinion, they little wot what a 
chaos of diforders and abfurdities they breed, that fweat to 
build a reformation in a monarchy upon a popular founda- 
tion, or a-mechanicall plott ; and will necdes be as fiery in 
execution, even to wring the clubb out of Hercules hand, 
as they were aéry in refolution. Alas! that wife men, and 
reformers of ftates (I know not a weightier province), fhould 
once imagine to finde it a matter of as light confcquence 
to feniorife in a realme over the greateft lordes, and even 
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over the highneffe of majeftie, as in a towne over a com- 
pany of meane marchantes, and meaner artificers. I will 
not fticke, to make the beft of it: M. Calvin, the founder of 
the plot (whome Beza ftileth the great Calvin), had reafon 
to eftablith his miniftery againft inconftancy, and to fortify 
himfelfe againft faction, (as he could beft devife and com- 
paffe, with the affiftance of his French party and other 
favorites) by encroaching upon a mechanicall and mutinous 
people, from whofe variable and fickle mutability he could 
no otherwife affecure himfelfe. As he fenfibly found, not 
onely by dayly experiences of their giddy and faétious 
nature, but alfo by his owne expulfion and banifhment ; 
whome, after a little triall, (as it were for a dainety novelty, 
or fly experiment) they could be content to ufe as kindly 
and loyally as they had ufed the old Bifhopp, their lawfull 
Prince. Could M. Cartwright, or M. Traverfe feaze upon 
fuch a citty, or any like popular towne, Helvetian or other, 
where democrity ruleth the roft, they fhould have fome- 
bodies good leave to provide for their owne fecurity, and 
to take their beft advauntage uppon tickle Cantons. Some 
one, peradventure, in time would canton them well enough, 
and give a fhrewd pull at a metropolitan fea, as foveraine 
as the old bithoprike of Geneva. It were not the firft time 
that a democraty by degrees hath prooved an ariftocraty, 
an ariftocraty degenerated into an oligarchy, an oligarchy 
amounted to a tyranny, or principality. No rhetorique 
climax fo artificiall as that politique gradation. But ina 
juft kingdome, where is other good affurance for minifters, 
and meeter councels for princes, then fuch fwarmes of im- 
perious elderfhips, it is not for fubjeétes to ufurpe, as com- 
maunders may tirannife in a {mall territory ; unleffe they 
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meane to fett up a generall deformation, in licu of an uni- 
verfall reformation ; and to bring-in an order that would 
foone proove a diluge of diforder, an overflow of anarchy, 
and an open fludgate to drowne pollicy with licentioufnes, 
nobility with obfcurity, and the honour of realmes with the 
bafeneffe of Cantons. They that long for the bane and 
plague of their country, pray for that many-hedded and 
cantonifh reformation ; in iffue good for none, but the high 
judges of the confiftory and their appropriate creatures, as 
I will juftify at large, in cafe I be ever particularly chal- 
lenged. I am no pleader for the regiment of the feete over 
the head, or the governement of the ftomacke over the hart: 
furely nothing can be more pernitious in practife, or more 
miferable in conclufion, then a commaunding autority in 
them that are borne to obey, ordained to live in private 
condition, made to follow their occupations, and bound to 
homage. You, that be fchollars, moderate your invention 
with judgement ; and you, that be reafonable gentlemen, 
pacify your felves with reafon. If it be an injury to enclofe 
commons, what juftice is it to lay-open enclofures? And if 
monarchies muft fuffer popular ftates to enjoy their free liber- 
ties and ampleft fraunchifes, without the leaft infringment 
or abridgment, is there no congruence of reafon that popular 
ftates fhould give monarchies leave to ufe their pofitive 
lawes, eftablifhed orders, and royall prerogatives, without 
difturbance or confutation? Bicaufe meaner minifters then 
lordes may become a popular cittie, or territorie, muft it 
therefore be an abfurditie in the majeftie of a kingdome to 
have fome fordes fpirituall amongft fo many temporall ; as 
well for the fitter correfpondence and combination of both 
degrees ; their more reverend private direétion in matters 
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of confcience; their weightier publique counfell in parla- 
ments and fynods; the firmer affurance of the clergie in 
their caufes; and the more honorable eftimation of religion 
in all refpectes? As for the folemner vifitation of their 
dioces, and other competent jurifdicétion, it is tyrannie, 
or vainglorie, not reverend lordfhip, that the fcripture 
condemneth. There were bishops, or, as fome will have 
them termed, fuperintendents, with epifcopall fuperioritie 
and jurifdi€tion in the golden age of the apoftles: Zzsmothze 
-of Ephefus, 7z¢us of Crete, Warke of Alexandria, Fames of 
Jerufalem, PAi/emon of Gaza, the eloquent Apollos of Czefarea, 
Evodius of Antioche, Sofipater of Iconium, according to 
Dorotheus of Theffalonica, according to Origene, 7ychicus 
of Chalcedon, Ananias of Damafcus, and fo forth. Divers 
of the auncient fathers and doétours, as well of the Oricntall 
as of the occidentall churches, were bifhops, reverend fathers 
in Chrift, and f{pirituall lordes. The fame ftile or title of 
reverence, hath fucceffively continued to this age, without 
any empeachment of value, or contradiction of note, faving 
that of the angrie malcontent, and prowd heretique Aérius, 
fcarfely worth the naming. What cruell outrage hath it 
lately committed, or what haynous indignitie hath it newly 
admitted, (more then other advauncementes of vertue, 
or ftiles of honour) that it fhould now be cancelled, or 
abandoned in all haft 2? Would God, fome were no ftouter, 
or hawtier without the title, then fome are with it! Many 
temporall lordes, dukes, princes, kinges, and emperours, 
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humilitie; and may not fpirituall lordes carrie fpirituall 
mindes? I hope they do; I know fome doe; I am fuer all 
may, notwithftanding their ordinarie title, or an hundred 
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plaufible epithits. I would the lordfhip, or pompe of 
bifhops, were the grcateft abufe in commonwealthes, or 
churches. I feare me, I fhall never live to fee fo happie a 
world upon the earth, that advifed reformation fhould have 
nothing worfe to complaine-off then that lordfhip or pompe. 
What may be, or is amiffe in any degree, I defend not; 
(the deli€t of fome one or two prelates, were it manifeft, 
ought not to redounde to the damage or detriment of the 
church:) what may ftande with the honour of the realme, 
with the benefite of the church, with the approbation of. 
antiquitie, and with the canon of the fcripture, I have no 
reafon to impugne or abridge. I have more caufe to fuf- 
pect that fome earneft dealers might be perfuaded to dif- 
penfe with the name of lordfhip in bifhops, on condition 
themfelves might be the parties, that would not fecularlie 
abufe the title to any private pompe, or vanitie, but re- 
ligioufly applie it to the publique adminiftration of the 
church, according to the firft inftitution. Were dalliance 
fafe in fuch cafes, I could withe the experiment in a per- 
fon, or two, in whofe complexions I have fome infight. 
Doétour Humfry of Oxford, and doétour Fulke of Cam- 
bridge, two of their ftandard-bearers a long-time, grew 
conformable in the end as they grew riper in experience, 
and fager in judgement; and why may not fuch and 
fuch, in the like or weightier refpectes, condefcend to a 
like toleration of matters adiaphorall ? Sith it will be no 
otherwife (maugre all admonitions, or whatfoever zealous 
motives) better relent with favour then refift in vayne. 
Were any fayre offer of preferment handfomely tendered 
unto fome, that gape not greedily after promotion, nor can 
away with thiffame fervile waiting, or plaufible courting for 
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living, [ doubt not but wife men would fee what were good 
for themfelves, commodius for their frendes, and conveni- 
ent for the Church. If they fhould obftinatly refufe dean- 
eryes and bifhoprickes, I fhould verely beleeve they are 
mooved with ftronger arguments, and pregnanter autorities, 
then any they have yet publifhed in print, or uttered in 
difputation, and I would be very glad to conferre with them 
for my inftruction. Sound reafons and autenticall quota- 
tions may prevayle much; and no fuch invincible defence, 
as the armour of proofe. In the meane time the caufe may 
be remembred that incenfed the forefayd fa€tious malcon- 
tent, Aérius, to maintaine the cqualitie of bifhops and other 
pricftes, when himfelfe failed in his ambitious fuite for a 
bifhopricke: and all refteth upon a cafe of confcience, as 
nice and fqueamifh a fcruple with fome zealous marr- 
prelates, as whither the fox, in fome good refpeéts, might 
be woon to eate grapes. They that would pregnantly try 
conclufions, might, peradventure, finde fuch a temptation the 
matcrialleft and learnedeft confutation that hath yet bene 
imprinted. Melancholie is deepely wife, and choler refo- 
lutely ftout: they muft perfuade them effentially and fecl- 
ingly, that will moove them effectually. Were they en- 
treated to yeelde, other arguments would fubfcribe of their 
owne gentle accord, and ingenuoufly confeffe that opinion 
is not to prejudice the truth, or faction to derogate from 
autoritie. Poffeffion was ever a ftrong defendant ; and a 
juft title maketh a puiffant adverfarie : bifhops will gooverne 
with reputation when marr-prelats muft obey with reve- 
rence, or refift with contumacie. Errours in doétrine, cor- 
ruptions in manners,and abufes in offices, would be reformed; 
but degrecs of fuperioritie, and orders of obedience are 
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needefull in all eftates, and efpecially in the clergie as ne- 
ceffarie as the funne in the day, or the moone in the night ; 
or cock-on-hoope, with a hundred thoufand curates in the 
world, would proove a mad difcipline. Let order be the 
golden rule of proportion, and I am as forward an ad- 
monitioner as any precifian in England. If diforder muft 
be the difcipline, and confufion the reformation, (as, without 
difference of degrees, it muft needes,) I crave pardon. Az- 
archie was never yet a good f{tates-man, and A faxze will ever 
be a badd church-man, That fame luftie downefall is too- 
hoat a pollicie for my learning ; they were beft to be con- 
tent to let bifhopricks ftande, that would be loth to fee 
religion fall, or the clergie troden under foote. He con- 
ceiveth little that perceiveth not what bondes hold the world 
in order, and what tenures maintaine an affurance in eftates. 
Were minifters ftipendaries, or penfioners, (which hath alfo 
bene a wife motion) and all without diftinétion alike 
efteemed,—that is, all, without regard, alike contemned 
and abjected (which would be the iffue of unequal equallity) 
woe to the poore miniftery ! and the cunningeft practife of 
the confiftorie, fhould have much adoe to {topp thofe gapps, 
and recure thofe fores. Never a more fuccourleffe orphan, 
or a more defolate widdow, or a more diftreffed pilgrim 
then fuch a miniftery; untill, in a thirfty and hungry zeale, 
it fhould eft-foones retire to former provifions, and recover 
that auncient ceconomy ecclefiafticall. The fureft revenue 
and honorableft falary of that coate, much-better, iwis, then 
the fouldiours pay, or the ferving-mans wages. Equallity 
in things equall is a juft law, but a refpective valuation of 
perfons is the rule of equity ; and they little know into what 
incongruities and abfurdities they runne headlong, that are 
13 
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weary of gcometricall proportion, or diftributive juftice, in the 
collation of publique functions, offices, or promotions, civile 
or fpirituall. God beftoweth his bleffings with difference ; 
and teacheth his Lieutenant, the Prince, to eftimate and 
preferre his fubjectes accordingly. When better autors are 
alledged for equalitie in perfons unequall, I will live and 
dye in defence of that equalitie, and honour arithmetical 
proportion as the onely ballance of juftice, and fole ftandard 
of governement. Meane-while, they that will-be wifer then 
God and their Prince, may continue a peevifh fcrupulofitie 
in fubfcribing to their ordinances, and nurrish a rebellious 
contumacic in refufing their orders. I wish unto my 
frendes as unto mifelfe, and recommende learning to dif- 
cretion, conceit to judgment, zeale to knowledge, dutie 
to obedience, confufion to order, uncertaintie to affurance, 
and unlawfull noveltie to lawful! uniformitie ; the fweeteft 
repofe that the commonwealth or church can enjoy. Reg- 
num aivifum, a foverain text, and what notabler gloffe 
upon a thoufand texts? Or what more cordiall reftorative 
of boddy or foule then Ecce quam bonum, et quam jucun- 
dum? Swect my matters, be fweet ; and without the leaft 
bitterneffe of unneceffarie ftrife, tender your affeétionateft 
devotions of zeale and honour, to the beft contentment of 
your frends, your patrons, your prince, the commonwealth, 
the church, the Almightie; which fo dearely loove, fo 
bountifully maintaine, fo mightily proteét, fo gratioufly 
favour, and fo indulgentially tender you. Confounde not 
yourfelves, and what people this day more bleffed, or what 
nation more floorifhing ? Some fervent, and many counter- 
fait loovers adore their miftreffes, and commit idolatrie to 
the leaft of their bewties ; oh! that we knew what a facrifice 
obedience were, and what a jewell of jewells he offereth 
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that prefenteth charitie, without which we may talke of 
doétrine, and difcourfe of difcipline, but doétrine is a 
parrat, difcipline an eccho, reformation a fhaddow, fanctifica- 
tion a dreame without charitie, in whofe fweet boofome re- 
conciliation harboureth, the deareft frend of the church, and 
the onely e/¢ amen of fo infinite controverfies. That recon- 
ciliation fettle itfelfe to examine matters barely, without 
their veales or habiliments, according to the counfell of 
Marcus Aurelius; and to define thinges fimply, without any 
colours or embellifhments, according to the preceptes of 
Ariftotle and the examples of Ramus, and the moft-endleffe 
altercations, being generally rather verball then reall, and 
more circumftantiall then fubftantiall, will foone grow to an 
ende. Which end humanitie haften, if there be any fpice of 
humanitie; divinitie difpatch, if there be any remnant of 
divinitie ; heaven accomplifh, if the graces of heaven be not 
locked-upp; and earth embrace, if reconciliation hath not 
forfaken the earth. If falshood be weake, as it is weake, 
why fhould it longer hold-upp head ; and if truth be truth, 
that is, great and mightie, why fhould it not prevayle ? 
Moft-excellent truth! show thifelfe in thy victorious maieftie, 
and mauger whatfoever encounter of witt, learning, or furie, 
prevayle puiffantly. 

Thefe notes, if they happen to fee light, are efpecially in- 
tended to the particular ufe of a fewe, whom, in affeétionate 
good-will, I would wifh to ftay their wifedomes. Did I 
not entirely pittie their cafe, and extraordinarily favour 
fome commendable partes in them, they fhould not eafely 
have coft me halfe thus many lines; every one worfe be- 
ftowed then other, if conftancie in errour be a creddit, in 
difobedience a bonde, in vice a vertue, in miferie a (clicitic. 
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He that writt the premiffes affecteth truth as precifely as 
any precifian in Cambrige or Oxford, and hateth even loove 
itfelfe in comparifon of truth, which he is ever to tender 
with a curious devotion ; but a man may be as blinde in 
overfeeing as in feeing nothing ; and he may fhoote farther 
from the marke, that overshooteth, then he that shooteth 
short or wide. As alwayes fome motefpying heades have fo 
fcrupuloufly ordered the matter, wt tutelligendo nthil intellt- 
gerent, I would be loth to fall into the handes of any fuch 
captious and mutinous witts; but if it be my fortune to 
light upon hard interteinement, what remedie? I have had 
fome little tampering with a kinde of extortioners and bar- 
ratours in my time; and feare not greatly any bugges, but 
in charitie or in dutie. Wrong him not that would gladly 
be well-taken where he meaneth well, and, once for all, pro- 
tefteth, he loveth humanitie with his hart, and reverenceth 
divinitie with his foule ; as he would rather declare in deede 
then profeffe in worde. If he erreth, it is for want of know- 
ledge, not for want of zeale ; howbeit, for his fuller content- 
ment, he hath alfo done his endevour to know fomething 
on both fides; and, laying-afide partialitie to the perfons, 
hath privately made the moft equall and fincere analyfis of 
their feveral allegations and proofes, that his logique and 
divinitie could fett downe. For other analyfes he over- 
paffed, as impertinent, or not fpecially materiall. After 
fuch examination of their autorities and argumentes, not 
with a rigorous cenfure of either, but with a favorable con- 
ftruction of both, pardon him, though he prefume to deliver 
fome part of his animadverfions in fuch termes as the in- 
ftant occafion prefenteth ; not for any contentious or finifter 
purpofe (the world is too full of litigious and barratous 
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pennes) but for the fatisfaction of thofe that defire them, 
and the advertifement of thofe that regard them; who, 
according to any indifferent or reafonable analyfis, shall 
finde the sharpeft inventions and weightieft judgmentes of 
their leaders, nothing fo autenticall, or current, as was pre- 
judicatly expected. It is no peece of my intention to in- 
ftruct where I may learne, or to controule any fuperiour of 
qualitie, that in confcience may affect, or in pollicie feeme 
to countenance that fide. With Martin and his applauders, 
Browne and his adherents, Barrow and his complices, Kett 
and his fectaries, or whatfoever commotioners of like dif- 
pofition (for never fuch a flush of {cifmatique heads, or 
heretique witts) that like the notorious H. N., or the pre- 
fumptuous David George, or that execrable Servetus, or 
other turbulent rebells in religion, would be Turkefing and 
innovating they wott not what, I hope it may become me 
to be allmoft as bold as they have bene with judges, bishops, 
archbishops, princes, and with whom not, howfoever 
learned, wife, vertuous, reverend, honorable, or foverain. 
Or if my coole dealing with them be infupportable, I beleeve 
their hoat practifing with lordes and princes was not greatly 
tolerable. Be as it may, that is done on both fides cannot 
be undone; and if they weene they may offende outragioufly 
without injurie, other are fuer, they may defend moderately 
with juftice. When that feven-fold fheild faileth, my plea is at 
an ende; albeit my making or marring werethe client. Whiles 
the feven-fold fhield holdeth-out, he can doe little that 
cannot hold it upp. A ftrong apologie enhableth a weake 
hand, and a good caufe is the beft advocate. Some fleepe 
not to all, and I watch not to every-one. If I be under- 
ftood with effeét, where I wifh at leaft a demurrer with 
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ftayed advifement and confultation, I have my defier, and 
not wil tedioufly importune other. I doubt not of many 
contrary inftigations, and fome bold examples of turbulent 
fpirits ; but heat is not the meeteft judge on the bench, or 
the foundeft divine in difputation : and in matters of govern- 
ment, but efpecially in motions of alteration, that runne 
their heads againft a ftrong wall, Take hecde is a fayre 
thing. Were there no other confiderations, the place and 
the time are two weightie and mightie circumftances ; it is 
a very nimble feather, that will necdes out-runne the wing 
of the time, and leave the fayles of regiment behinde. Men 
are men, and ever had, and ever will have, their imper- 
fections: Paradife tafted of imperfections ; the golden age, 
whenfoever it was moft golden, had fome droffe of imper- 
fections ; the patriarkes fealt fome fits of imperfedtions ; 
Mofes tabernacle was made acquainted with imperfections ; 
Salomons temple could not cleere itfelfe from imperfections ; 
the primitive Church wantcd not imperfections ; Conftan- 
tine’s devotion founde imperfections; what reformation 
could ever fay, I have no imperfections? or will they, that 
dubb themfelves the little flocke, and the onely remnant of 
Ifrael, fay, We have no imperfections ? Had they none, as 
none have more then fome of thofe Luciferian fpirits, it is 
an unkinde birde that defileth his kinde neaft ; and a prowd 
husband-man that can abide no tares amongft wheate, or 
upbraideth the corne with the cockle. There is a God 
above that heareth prayers ; a prince beneath that tendereth 
fupplications; lordes on both fides that patronife good 
caufes ; learncd men that defire conference ; time to confider 
upon effentiall pointes; knowledge that loveth zeale, as 
zeale muft reverence knowledge ; tructh, that difplayeth and 


Pierces Supererogation. 103 


invefteth itfelfe ; confcience, that is a thoufand witneffes, even 
againft it felfe. When the queftion is de re, to difpute de 
homine is fophifticall ; or, when the matter dependeth in con- 
troverfie, to cavill at the forme, is captious ; the abufe of the 
one, were it proved, abolifheth not the ufe of the other. What, 
should impertinent fecrecies be revealed, or needles quarrels 
picked, or every propofition wrinched to the harsheft fenfe ? 
What, should honeft mindes and excellent witts be taunted 
and bourded without rime or reafon ? What, should infolent 
and monftrous phantafticallity extol! and glorify itfelfe 
above the cioudes, without caufe or effeét 2? When, where, 
and how, should Martin junior be purificd, Martin fenior 
faintified, Browne evangeliftified, Barrow apoftolified, Kett 
angelified, or the patriarke of the loovely familiftes, H. N., 
deified, more then all the world befide ? Were it poffible 
that this age should affoord a divine and miraculous Elias, 
yet, when Elias himfelfe deemed himfelfe moft defolate, 
and complained hee was left all-alone, there remained thou- 
fandes living that never bowed their knees unto Baal. But 
faction is as fure a keeper of counfell as a five, fpite as clofe 
a fecretary as a fkummer, innovation, at the leaft, a bright 
angell from heaven; and the forefaid abftra¢tes of pure 
divinity will needes know why Junius Brutus, or Eufebius 
Philadelphus should rather be Pafquils incarnate then they. 
If there be one Abraham in Ur, one Lot in Sodome, one 
Daniell in Babilon, one Jonas in Ninive, one Job in Huz ; 
or if there bee one David in the court of Saule, one Obadia 
in the court of Achab, one Jercmy in the court of Zedechias, 
one Zorobabel in the court of Nebuchodonofor, one Nehe- 
mias in the court of Artaxerxes, or any fingular bleffed one 
in any good or bad court, citty, ftate, kingdome, or nation, 
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it muft be one of them; all other, of whatfoever dignity or 
defert, what but reprobates, apoftataes, monfters, tyrants, 
pharifes, hypocrites, falfe prophets, belly-gods, worldlinges, 
ravenous woolves, crafty foxes, dogs to their vomite, a 
generation of vipers, limmes of Sathan, divels incarnate, or 
fuch like. For Erafmus poore copia verborum, and Om- 
phalius fory furniture of invective and declamatory phrafes 
muft come shorte in this comparifon of the rayling faculty. 
I know no remedy but the prayer of charitie, and the order 
of autority ; whome it concerneth to deale with libels as 
with thornes, with phanfies as with weedes, and with herefies 
or fcifmes, as with hydras heads. It hath bene alwayes one 
of my obfervations, but efpecially of later yeares, fince thefe 
Numantine fkirmishes, the better fcholler, indeede, the 
colder fcifmatiqne, and the hotter fcifmatique the worfe 
fchollar. What an hideous and incredible opinion did 
David Gorge conceive of himfelf: H. N. was not afraide 
to infult over al the fathers, doctors, fchoolmen, and new- 
writers, ever fince the evangelifts and apoftles: Browne 
challenged all the doctours and other notableft graduats of 
Cambridge and Oxford: Kett, though fomething in aftro- 
logy and phyficke, yet a rawe devine, how obftinate and 
untractable in his fantafticke affertions! Barrow taketh 
upon him, not onely above Luther, Zuinglius, Oecolampa- 
dius, Brentius, and all the vehementeft Germane Proteftants, 
but alfo above Calvin, Viret, Beza, Marlorat, Knox, Melvin, 
Cartwright, Traverfe, Fenner, Penry, and all our impor- 
tuneft follicitours of reformation, howfoever qualified with 
giftes, or reputed amongft their favorits. Illuminate under- 
ftanding is the rare byrd of the church, and graund intendi- 
mentes come by acertaine extraordinarie and fupernaturall 
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revelation. One unlearned fingularift hath more in him 
then ten learned precifians : give me the brave fellow that 
can carrie a dragons tayle after him. Tufh! univerfitic- 
learning is a dunfe; and fchoole-divinitie a Sorbonift. It 
is not art, or modefty, that maketh a Rabi-Alphes, or a 
ringleader of multitudes. David Gorge, the Archprophet 
of the world, H. N., the Archevangelift of Chrift, and Bar- 
row, the Archapoftle of the Church: fuperhappy creatures, 
that have illuminate underftanding, and graund intendi- 
ments at the beft hand! Miraculous Barrow, that fo hugely 
_exceedeth his auncients in the pure arte of reformation! 
But undoubtedly his kingdome cannot flourifh long ; as he 
hath bleffed his feniors, fo he muft be annointed of his 
juniors: me thinkes I fee an other, and an other headd, 
fuddainely ftarting-upp upon Hydras fhoulders: farewell 
H. N. and welcome Barrow! adieu Barrow, and all-haile 
thou angelicall fpirite of the Gofpell, whofe face I fee in a 
chriftall, more pure then purity it felfe: the depreffion of 
one, the exaltation of an other; the corruption of one, the 
generation of an other; no feede fo fertile, or rancke, as the 
feede of fcifme, and the fperme of herefy. Chrift aide his 
affaulted fort; and bliffe the feede of Abraham! and in 
honor of excellent arts and worthy profeffions, be it ever 
faide, the beft learned are beft advifed. 

Even Cardinal! Sadolet, Cardinall Poole, and Omphalius, 
commended the milde and difcreete difpofition of Melanc- 
thon, Bucer, and Sturmius, when they firft ftirred in Ger- 
many: the Queene Moother of Fraunce and the Cardinall 
of Lorraine prayfed Ramus, albcit hee was knowen to 
favourife the Prince of Condy: Jovius prayfed Reuclin and 
Camerarius, as Peucer prayfed Jovius and Bembus; Ofo- 
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rius prayfed Afcham, as Afcham prayfed Watfon ; and who 
prayfed not Sir John Cheeke ? how excecdingly did Cardan 
praife him ? Sir Thomas Smith, her Majefties ambaffadour 
in Fraunce in the raignes of Henry the Second, Francis 
the Second, and Charles the Ninth, was honored of none 
more then of fome French and Italian cardinals and bithops : 
the kings fonnes favored his fonne, as well after, as before 
their coronation. Neander, in his late Chronicle, and later 
Geographie, praifeth here and there certaine papiftes: and 
did not Agrippa, Erafmus, Duarene, and Bodine, occafion- 
ally praife as many Proteftants? It was a fweet and divine 
vertue that ftirred-up loove and admiration in fuch adver- 
faries ; and doubtleffe they carried an honeft and honorable 
mynde, that forgot themfelves and their frendes to doe their 
enemics reafon, and vertue right. A vertue that I often 
feeke, feldome finde ; wifh-for in many, hope-for in fome, 
looke-for in few ; reverence in a fuperiour, honour in an in- 
feriour; admire in a frend, loove in a foe; joy to fee, or 
heare, in one or other. Perverfe natures are forward to 
difguife themfelves, and to condemne not onely curtefie, or 
humanitie, but even humilitie, and charitie itfelfe, with a 
nick-name of Newtralitie, or Ambidexteritie ; terme it what 
you lift, and mifcall it at your pleafure: certes it is an ex- 
cellent and foverain qualitie, that in a firme refolution never 
to abandon vertue, or to betray the truth, ftealeth inter- 
teinement from difpleafure, favour from offence, loove from 
enmitie, grace from indignation; and not like Homers 
Syren, but like Homers Minerva, traineth partialitie to a 
liking of the adverfe partie; diffenfion to a commendation 
of his contrarie ; errour to an embracement of truth; and 
even corruption limfelfe to an advauncement of valour, of 
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defert, of integritie, of that morall and intelleétuall good, 
that fo gratioufly infinuateth, and fo forciblie emprooveth 
itfelfe. Oh, that learning were ever married to fuch difcre- 
tion, witt to fuch wifedome, zeale to fuch vertue, contention 
to fuch moralitie! and oh, that fuch private governement 
might appeare in thofe that pleade moft importunatly for 
publique governement! Oh, that Plato could teach Xeno- 
crates; Ariftotle, Callifthenes; Theophraftus, Ariftotle ; 
Eunapius, Iamblicus to facrifice to the. fweet graces of 
Mercurie! What fhould I vayle, or fhadow a good pur- 
pofe? Oh a thoufand times, that Melancton could traine 
Junius Brutus; Sturmius, Philadelphus; Ramus, Beza ; 
Jewell, Cartwright; Decering, Martin; Baro, Barrow, to 
embrace the heavenly graces of Chrift, and to kiffe the 
hand of that divine creature, that paffeth all underftanding ! 
What a felicitie were it to fee fuch heades as pregnant as 
hydras heades, or hydras heades as rare as fuch heades! 

It is not my meaning to deface, or prejudice, any that 
unfainedly meaneth well: if, percafe, I happen to touch 
fome painted walles, and godly hypocrites, (godlineffe is 
become a ftrange creature) {hould they be truly godly) Ict 
them keepe their owne counfel, and ceafe to affcét new 
reputation by old herefies. The Jewes had their holly- 
holly-holly Affieans ; their feperate and precife Pharz/cs ,; 
their daily regenerate and puritane Hemcrobaptifies ; their 
fervent and illuminate Zelotiftes ; onely in fhape men, in 
converfation fainéts, in infinuation angels, in profeffion 
demi-gods; as defcended from heaven, to bleffe the earth, 
and to make the citie a Paradife that wafhed thcir fcetc. 
Jefus bleffe good mindes from the blacke cnemy, when he 
attircth himfelfe like an Angell of light! Judas the Gaulo- 
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nite, in the reigne of Herode the Great, was an hoat toft, 
and a marvelous zelotift: when the Empcrour Oétavian 
taxing the world, and affcffing Judea, like other nations, 
who but he, in the abundance of his mightie zeale, was the 
man that fett it downe for a canonicall doétrine, that the 
people of God was to acknowledge no other Lord but God ; 
and that it was a flavifh bondage to pay any fuch exaétion, 
or impofition, unto Auguftus: and having given out that prin- 
ciple for an infallible rule, or rather a facred law, very vehe- 
mently follicited and importuned the people (as the manner 
is) to live and dye in the caufe of their God and their 
libertie. But fwect Chrift was of a milder and meeker 
fpirite; and both payed tribute himfelfe to avoyde offence, 
and fet it downe for an eternal maxime in his gofpell, Give 
unto Czfar that belongeth unto Czfar, and unto God, that 
belongeth untoGod. Zelous] udas,the Gaulonite, and fervent 
Simon, the Galilean, two fingular reformers of the Judaicall 
fynagoge, pretended fayre for a pure type, or exquifite 
platforme of the foundeft, exactcft, and precifeft Hebrai- 
call difcipline; but what prophane idolatric fo plagued that 
divine commonwealth as that fame fcrupulous zeale? or 
what made that bleffed ftate utterly miferable, but that 
fame unruly and tumultuous zeale, that would not be con- 
tent with reafon untill it was too late? For a time, they 
fuppofed themfclves the worthieft and rareft creatures in 
Judea, or rather the onely men of that ftate ; and in a deepe 
conceit of a neat and undefiled puritie, divorced, fequeftred 

themfelves from the corrupt focictie of other: but alas ! that 

any purified mindes fhould pay fo dearely and fmartly for 
their fine phanfies, which coft them no Icffe then the moft 

lamentable overthrow of their whole common-wealth. You 
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that have languages and arts, more then divers other of 
good qualitie, and can ufe them with methode, and a cer- 
taine plaufible opinion of great learning, be as excellent 
and fingular as you poffiblie can for your lives in a direct 
courfe ; but be not peevifh or odd in a crooked balke, that 
leadeth out of the kinges high-way, and Chriftes owne path, 
into a maze of confufion, and a wilderneffe of defolation, 
the finall ende of thefe endleffe contentions, if they be not 
otherwife calmed by private difcretion, or cutt-fhort by 
publique order. The firft example of divifion was perillous ; 
and what rankes or fwarmes of infatiable fcifme inconti- 
nently followed! It is a mad world when every crew of 
conceited punyes, puffed-up with a prefumptuous or phan- 
tafticall imagination, muft have their feveral complot, or 
faction, as it were a certaine Punicall warre ; whofe victorie 
wilbe like that of Carthage againft Roome, if it be not the 
fooner quieted. Remember Judas the Gaulonite, and for- 
gett not yourfelves: inordinate zeale is a pernitious re- 
former ; and deftruction a deare purchafe of plotts in moon- 
fhine. S. Paule, the heroicall apoftle, could not finde a more 
excellent way then charitie, the moft foverain way of faith 
and hope; any other defeigne of puritie or fingularitie 
buildeth not up, but pulleth-downe; and of more then 
a million in hope, prooveth leffe then a cipher in effect. 
What the falvation of David Gorge? a nullitie: what the 
deification of H. N.? a nullitie: what the glorification of 
Kett ? a nullitie: what the fanéctification of Browne? a 
nullitie: what the communitie of Barrow? a nullitie: what 
the plaufibilitie of Martin? a nullitie: what a thoufand 
fuch popular motives, alle¢ctives, incenfives, aggravations of 
the leaft corruption, amplifications of the highcft felicitie, 
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new landes of promife, overflowing with milke and honny, 
fooles Paradifes, glorious innovations, but prefent fhame, 
wretched confufion, utter ruine, everlafting infamie, horrible 
damnation, and a moft hideous nullity? Even the great 
hurly-burly of the Church, the imagined-heavenly difcipline; 
and the very topfy-turvy of the ftate, the pretended-divine 
reformation; of two mightie giants, what can they poffiblie 
emproove themfelves, but filly pigmyes, and a moft pittifull 
nullitie ? Sweet charitie, enfweeten thefe bitter garboiles ; 
and feing they fo inftantly and importunatly affect a perfect 
platforme, give them a moft curious and exquifite table of 
pure reformation, even the true picture of thifelf. Surer 
prevention of mifchiefe and ruine, I know none. 

I had here bidden Martin in the Vintry farewell, and 
taken my Icave of this tedious difcourfe (for no man taketh 
leffe delight in invectives) were I not newly certified of 
certaine frefh and frantique practifes for the erection of the 
Synedrion in all haft, whofe complotters are weary of me- 
lancholy projects, and begin to rcfolve on a cholerique 
courfe. Hoat arguments are fiercely threatened, in cafe the 
difcipline be not the fooner intertcined ; but methinks that 
warme courfe fhould fcarfly be the ftile of pure mortifica- 
tion, and haply fofter fier would make fweeter mault. A 
little advifement doth not much amiffe in capitall, or daun- 
gerous attemptes. It were well the blowing bellowes 
might be entreated to kecpe their winde for a fitter oppor- 
tunitie ; or if ficr boilyng in the ftomacke muft needes 
breake-out at the mouth, the beft comfort is, the country 
affordeth fufficient provifion of water to encounter the 
terribleft vulcanift that brandifheth a burning fword, or a 
ficrie toung. IJfowbeit, fome looker-on, that feares not 


Pierees Supercrogation. III 


greatly the flame, cannot but marvell at the fmoake, and 
had rather fee them breathing-out the fume of divine to- 
bacco, then of furious rage. I have read of politique Jewes 
that for their commoditie have become Chriftians, whom 
in Spaine and Italy they terme Xefaliados; but that 
politique Chriftians for any benefit, promotion, or other 
regard whatfoever, fhould practife to become Jews, in doc- 
trine or difcipline, in earneft or in devife, in whole or in 
part, it were ftrange and almoft incredible, if the world 
were not growen a monftrous Kefaliado for his advantage ; 
and the voyce of Jacob prooved a more gaynfull ftratageme 
for the hands of Efau then ever the hands of Efau were for 
the voice of Jacob. I charge not any that are cleere: 
(would there were no more Jewifh Pharifes then Hebrue 
worthies) but let not them accufe me for fpeaking, that 
condemne themfelves for doing ; or fhew themfelves fainéts 
in the premiffes, that will fcantly proove honeft men in the 
conclufion. All are not ledd with the fame refpeétes that 
hang on the fame ftring; fome are carried with one con- 
fideration, fome with an other; fome tender divinity as 
their foule ; fome loove religion as their boddy ; fome favour 
the gofpell as their fortune: I doubt not but fome defier 
difcipline for confcience; and do none coovet reformation for 
gayne, or were it impoffible to point out a Retaliado con- 
vert in the whottift throng of thofe frefh profelites ? If there 
be no Retaliados in Chriftendome, [ am glad I have fayd 
nothing ; if there be, they may fo long mocke other in 
wordes, that at laft they will moft deceive themfelves in 
deedes. I am beholding to the old Jurie, but have no great 
phanfie to a new, either in London or elfewhere: when 
amongft divers other hiftories of Jewith cnormities, I re- 
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member how an auncient Archbifhop of Canterbury, one 
John Peckam, was fayne to take order with the Bifhop of 
London then being, for the diffolution and deftruétion of all 
the fynogoges in his dioces. The leffe neede of any fuch 
order at this inftant, all the better. I will not difpute whither 
_a Synedrion prefuppofe a fynagoge ; or whither it be not as 
infupportable a yoke for any king, or mightie ftate, as it 
was for King Herode, or the Romanes, that found it in- 
tolerable: (methinkes the wifeft Sanedrift of a thoufand 
fhould hardly perfuade me that he is a frend of princes, or 
no enemie of monarchies;) but I know fomuch by fome, 
none of the meaneft fchollers, or obfcureft men in Europe, 
touching their opinion of the Old and New Teftament, of 
the Thalmud, of the Alcoran, of the Hebrue, Chriftian, 
and Turkifh hiftories, that I deeme any thing fufpicious 
and perillous, that any-way inclineth to Judaifme, as fell 
an adverfarie to Chriftianitie as the wolfe to the lambe, or 
the gofhawk to the doove. Graunt them an inche, they will 
foone take an ell with the advantage ; and were any part 
of their difcipline on foote, could the boddy of their doc- 
trine want an head? or might not the parifhe proove a 
diforderly congregation, as bad as a fynagoge, where the 
Judiciall bench were a Synedrion ? The Jewes are a futtle, 
and mifcheevous people, and have cunningly invegled 
fome ftudents of the holly toung with their miraculous 
Cabala from Mofes, their omnifcious cofmologie from 
Salomon, their Caldzan fapience from Daniell, and other 
profound fecrets of great pretence; but their liberall gifts 
bite like their ufurie, and they are finally founde to inter- 
teine them beft that fhutt them quite out of doores, with 
their Sanedrim and all. They can tell a precious tale of 
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their divine fenate, and of their venerable Meokekim, 
reverenced like living lawes, but were all judgements actu- 
ally drawen to the divine fenate, and all lawes folemnely to 
be fetched from the vencrable Meokekim, as from fpeaking 
oracles, might not thefe, and their other metaphyficall 
myfteries be enregiftred in the fame Thalmud, or might it 
not proove a pinching reformation for Chriftendome? I 
have tafted of their verball miracles, and cannot greatly 
commend their perfonall vertues ; but their reall ufurie is 
knowen through-out the Chriftian world to be an unmerci- 
full tyrant ; and I feare me, their confiftoriall jurifdiétion 
would growe a cruell griper, efpecially being fo univerfally 
extended in every parifh, as is intended by the promoters 
thereof, and powerably armed with that fupreme and un- 
controwlable authoritie, which they affe¢ét in caufes ecclefi- 
afticall. A brave fpirituall motion, and worthie not onely 
of thefe pidling fturres, but even of a Trojan warre. Yet 
their precedent, the Mofaicall Synedrion, was a civil court, 
(as is afore mentioned, and would be reconfidered) cum mero 
zmperto; and when it became mixt it was not merely eccle- 
fiafticall; and when it became meerly ecclefiafticall, of a 
pontifical confiftory, it foone prooved a tyranicall court, 
and, by your good leave, was as nimble to encroach upon 
civill caufes, being an ecclefiafticall court, as ever it was to 
intermeddle with ecclefiafticall caufes, being a civill court. 
The fineft Methodifts, according to Ariftotles golden rule 
of artificial! boundes, condemne geometricall preceptes in 
arithmetique, or arithmeticall preceptes in geometrie, as 
irregular and abufive; but never artift fo licentioufly hete- 
rogenifed, or fo extravagantly exceeded his prefcribed limits, 
as ambition or coovetice. Every miller is ready to convey 
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the water to his owne mill; and neither the high prieftes of 
Jerufalem, nor the popes of Roome, nor the patriarkes of 
Conftantinople, nor the paftors of Geneva, were ever haftie 
to binde their owne handes. They that refearch antiquities, 
and inquier into the privities of practifes, fhall finde an act 
of premunire is a neceffarie bridle in fome cafes. The 
firft bifhops of Roome were undoubtedly vertuous men and 
godly paftors; from bifhops they grew to be popes: what 
more reverend then fome of thofe bifhops, or what more 
tyrannicall then fome of thofe popes? Aaron and the high 
prieftes of Jerufalem, and of other ceremonial! nations, were 
their glorious mirrours, and they deemed nothing too- 
magnificall, or pompous, to breede an univerfall reverence 
of their facred autoritie and hierarchie. We are fo farre 
alienated from imitating, or allowing them, that we cannot 
abide our owne bifhops; yet withall would have every 
minifter a bifhop, and would alfo be fetching a new patterne 
from old Jerufalem, the moother-fea of the high-priefthood. 
So the world (as the manner is) will needes runne about in 
a circle: pull-downe bifhops, fet up the minifter; make 
him bifhop of his parifh, and head of the confiftorie, 
(call him how you lift, that muft be his place.) what 
will become of him within a fewe generations, but a high 
prieft in a low Jerufalem, or a great pope in a fmall 
roome? And then, where is the difference betweene him 
and a bifhop, or rather, betweene him and a pope? not fo- 
much in the qualitie of his jurifdi€tion, when in effeét he 
may be his owne judge, as in the quantitie of his dioces, or 
temporalties. Or, in cafe he be politique, as fome popes 
have bene glad for their advantage to tyrannife popularly, 
fo he may chaunce be content for his advauncement, to 
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popularife tyrannically, and fhall not be the firft of the 
clergie that hath cunningly done it with a comely grace. 
Something there muft be of a monarchie in free ftates, 
and fomething there will be of free ftates in a monarchie. 
The difcreeter and uprighter the curate is, the more cir- 
cumfpectly he will walke, and degenerate the leffe; yet 
what generation without degeneration, or what revolution 
without irregularitie? One inconvenience begetteth an 
other, enormities grow like evill weedes; take heede of a 
mifchiefe, and where then will be the corruptions? or how 
fhall defection (acknowledging no primacie, or fuperioritic 
in any perfon, or court) retire to his firft inftitution ? if per- 
cafe there should growe a confpiracie in fellowfhip, one 
confiftory juftifie an other for advantage, and their whole 
fynods fall-out in confequence, to be like their parts? Men 
may erre, and frailtie will flipp. What, fhould I aliedge 
hiftoryes or autorities ? It is no newes for infirmitie to fall, 
when it fhould ftand; or for appetite to rebell, when it 
fhould obey. Every fonne of Adam a reed fhaken with 
the wind of paffion, a weake veffell, a fchollar of imperfe€tion, 
a mafter of ignorance, a doctour of errour, a paftour of con- 
cupifcence, a fuperintendent of avarice, a lord of ambition, 
a prince of finne, a flave of mortalitie. Flefh is flefh, and 
blud a wanton, a chaungeling, a compound of contrary 
elementes, a revoulting and retrograde planet, a fophifter, 
an hypocrite, an impoftour, an apoftata, an herctique; as 
convertible as Mercury, as variable as the weather-cock, as 
lunatique as the moone ; a generation of corruption, a whore 
of Babylon, a limme of the world, and an impe of the 
divell. It is their owne argument in other mens cafe, and 
why should it not be other mens argument in their cafe, 
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unleffe they can shew a perfonall priviledge ad tmprimendum 
Solum ? They may fpeake as they lift; termes of fanctifica- 
tion and mortification are free for them that will ufe them ; 
but the common opinion is, even of the forwardeft fkirm- 
ishers at this day, they doe like other men, and live like 
the children of the world, and the brethren of themfelves. 
Some of them have their neighbours good leave to be their 
owne proctors, or advocats, if they pleafe: yet how pro- 
bable is it they are now at their very beft, and even in the 
neateft and pureft plight of their incorruption, whiles their 
mindes are abftra¢ted from worldly thoughts to a high 
meditation of their fuppofed heavenly reformation, and 
whiles it neceffarily behooveth them to ftand charily and 
nicely upon the credit of their integritie, finceritie, precife- 
neffe, godlineffe, zeale, and other vertues. When fuch re- 
fpeéts are over, and their purpofe compaffed according to 
their harts defier; who can tell how they, or their fuccef- 
fours, may ufe the keyes, or how they will befturr them 
with the fword? If flesh proove not a Pope Joane, and 
bloud a Pope Hildebrand, good enough. Accidents, that 
have happened, may happen agayne;; and all thinges under 
the funne are fubject to cafualtie, mutabilitie, and corruption. 
At all adventures it is a brave pofition, to maintaine a 
foverain and fupreme autoritie in every confiftorie, and to 
excmpt the minifter from fuperiour cenfure, like the high 
prieft, or greateft pontiffe, whom Dionyfius Halycarnaffeus 
calleth avumévéuvov. He had neede be a wife and confcion- 
able man, that should be a parlament, or a chauncerie unto 
himfelfe ; and what a furniture of divine perfections were 
requifite in the Church, where fo many minifters, fo many 
fpirituall high juftices of Oicr and Terminer, and every one 
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a fupreme tribunall, a fynode, a general] councell, a canon 
law, a heavenly law, and gofpel unto himfelfe. If no fer- 
pent can come within his paradife, fafe enough. Or, were 
it poffible, that the paftor (although a man, yet a divine 
man) should, as it were, by inheritance, or fucceffion, con- 
tinue a fainct from generation to generation: is it alfo 
neceffary that the whole company of the redoubted feniors 
fhould wage everlafting warre with the flcth, the world, and 
the divell, and eternally remaine an incorruptible Arcopage, 
without wound or fcarre? Never fuch a colledge or frater- 
nitie upon earth, if that be their inviolable order. But God 
helpe conceit, that buildcth churches in the ayer, and plat- 
formeth difciplines without ftayne or fpott! 

They complaine of corruptions, and worthily, where cor- 
ruptions encroche (I am no patron of corruptions); but 
what a furging fea of corruptions would overflow within few 
ycars, in cafe the fword of fo great and ample autoritie, as 
that at Jerufalem moft capitall, or this at Geneva moft re- 
doubted, were putt into the hand of fo little capacitie in 
governement, fo little difcretion in difcipline, fo little judge- 
ment in caufes, fo little moderation in living, fo little con- 
ftancie in faying or doing, fo little gravitie in behaviour, or 
fo little whatfoever fhould procure reverence in a magiftrate, 
or eftablish good order in a commonwealth! Travaile 
thorough ten thoufand parishes in England, and when you 
have taken a favourable vew of their fubftantialleft and 
fufficienteft aldermen, tell me, in good footh, what a comely 
showe they would make in a confiftorie? or with how 
folemne a prefence they would furnish a councell table? I 
beleeve Grimaldus did little thinke of any fuch fenatours, 
when he writ de Optimo Scnatore; or did Do€tour Bar- 
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tholomew Philip, in his Perfect Counfellour, ever dreame of 
any fuch counfellours ? Petty principalities, petty tyrants ; 
and fuch fenats, fuch fenatours. Witt might devife a plea- 
furable dialogue betwixt the leather pilch and the velvet 
coate, and helpe to perfuade the better to deale neigh- 
bourly with the other; the other to content himfelfe with 
his owne calling. I deny not but the short apron may be 
as honeft a man, or as good a Chriftian as the long gowne ; 
but methinkes he should fcantly be fo good a judge, or 
affifttant in doubtfull caufes; and I fuppofe, we /utor ultra 
crepidam, is as fitt a proverbe now as ever it was, fince that 
exccllent painter rebuked that fawcie cobler. Every fubjeét 
is not borne to bea magiftrate, or officer ; and who knoweth 
not whofe creature fuperiour power is? They are very-wife 
that are wifer then he, by whofe divine permiffion every one 
isthat he is. The Lacontcall Ephory hath lately borne a great 
fwing in fome refolute difcourfes of princes and magiftrates, 
that thought they faved the world from the abhomination 
of defolation, when they found-out a bridle, or yoke, for 
princes ; but old Ariftotle was a decpe politician zn dicbus 
w/lis, and his reafons againft that Ephorie (for Ariftotle con- 
futed the Ephorie with founder arguments then ever it was 
confirmed to this day) would not yet perhaps be altogither 
contemned: That fo great judiciall caufes were committed 
to men, indued with fo little or no vertue; that the poore 
plebians for very penurie were eafcly bribed and corrupted ; 
that there enfued an alteration of the ftate, the good kinges 
being fayne to curric favour with their great mafters, and 
to become popular. Whither this would be the end, and 
may be the marke of thofc, or our populars, I offer it to 
their confideration that are moft intereffed in fuch motions 
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of Ephoryes and Senioryes. The world is beholding to brave 
and heroicall myndes, that, like Hercules, would prattife 
meanes to pull downe tyrannie, fmal, or great, and reforme 
whole empires and churches, like the three victorious em- 
perours furnamed magut, Conftantine, Theodofius, and 
Charles. Thankes were an unfufficient recompenfe for fo 
noble intentions : it muft be a guerdon of value that should 
countervaile their defert that pretend fo fatherly and 
patronly a care of reedifying commonwealthes and churches. 
Some voluntarie counfellours doe well in a ftate ; and men 
of extraordinary vocation, fingularly qualified for the pur- 
pofe, are worth their double weight in gold. When other 
fleepe, they watch; when other play, they worke; when 
other feaft, they faft; when other laugh, they figh; whiles 
other are content to be lulled in fecuritie and nufled in 
abufe, they occupie themfelves in devifing pregnant bondes 
of affurance, and exquifite models of reformation; which 
muft prefently be advaunced without further confultation, 
or they have courage, and will ufe it in maintenaunce of fo 
divine abftra¢tes. Melancholie is peremptory in refolution, 
and choler an zger executioner: were it not for thofe two 
invincible arguments, there might ftill be order taken with 
other reafons and autorities whatfoever. They do well to 
prefuppofe the beft of their owne defeignes, and to give-out 
cardes of Fortunate Ilandes, artificially drawen; but as I 
never read, or heard of any people that committed fwordes 
into fuch hands, but bought their experience with loffe, and 
had a hard penyworth of their foft cufhion, fo, in my fimple 
cenfideration, I cannot conceive how ignoraunce should be- 
come a meeter officer then knowledge; affeétion a more 
incorrupt magiftrate then reafon; headlong rashneffe, or 
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wilfull ftubborneffe, a more upright judge then mature de- 
liberation; bafe occupations enaét and eftablish better 
orders then liberall fciences, or honorable profeffions; (any 
traffque, howfoever current or advantageous, hath bene 
judged undecent for a fenatour ;) tagg and rage adminifter 
all things abfolutely well, with due provifion againft what- 
foever poffible inconveniences, where fo many faults are 
found with perfons of better qualitie, that incomparablie 
have more {kil in the adminiftration of publique affaires, 
more knowledge and experience in caufes, more refpect in 
proceeding, more regard of their credit, more fenfe of daun- 
gerous enormities, or contagious abufes, more care of the 
floorishing and durable estate of the prince, the common- 
wealth, and the Church. Na, I can fee no reafon, according 
to the beft groundes of pollicie that ever I read, but for 
every civill tyranny, or pettie mifdemeanour that can 
poffiblie happen now, the governement ftanding as it doth, 
there muft needes upftart a hundred and a hundred barbar- 
ous tyrannies and huge outrages, were the new platformes, 
actes of Parlament, and the complotters, fuch high com- 
miffioners, as are defcribed in their owne projects, the floor- 
ishes of unexperienced wittes. When they have nothing 
elfe to alledge, that should make them fuperiour or equall 
to the prefent officers, confcience muft be their text, their 
gloffe, their fanctuarie, their tenure, and their ftrong hold. 
Indeede confcience, grounded upon fcience, is a double 
anchor, that neither deceiveth, nor is deccived; and no 
better rule then a regular or publigue confcience; in divinitie 
ruled by divinitie, in law by law, in art by art, in reafon by 
reafon, in experience by expcrience. Other irregular or 
private confcience, in publique funétions, will fall-out to be 
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but a lawleffe Church, a ship-mans hofe, a jugelers fticke, 
a phantafticall frechold, and a conceited tenure zz capite, as 
interchaungeable as the moone, and as fallible as the winde. 
How barratous and mutinous at every puffe of fuggeftion, 
lett the world judge. I would there lacked a prefent ex- 
ample, as hoat, as frefh; but hoat loove foone cold, and 
the fittes of youth like the fhowers of Aprill. There goeth 
a prettie Fable of the Moone, that on a time fhe earneftly 
befought her moother to provide her a comcly garment, fitt 
and handfome for her boddy: How can that be, fweet 
daughter (quoth the moother) fith your body never keepeth 
at one certaine ftate, but changeth every day in the moneth? 
That private confcience, the fweet daughter of Phanfie, be 
the morall; and the affurance of the common people, where 
there wanteth a curbe, the application. What chameleon 
fo chaungeth his colour as affection? or what polypus fo 
variable as populus, chorus, filuvius ? Doétour Kelke, when 
he was vicechauncelour in Cambridge, would often tell the 
advocats and proétors in the confiftorie there, that he had 
a knacke of confcience for their knacke of law. Truly the 
man, as he was knowen to be learned and religious, fo 
feemed to carrie a right-honeft and harmeleffe minde, and 
would many times be pleafantly difpofed after his blunt 
manner; but in very deede his confcience (be it fpoken 
without appeachment of his good memorie) other-whiles 
proved a knacke, and admitted more inconveniences, (fome 
would have fayd, committed more abfurdities) then became 
the gravitie and reputation of that judicious confiftorie. 
Yet were this new-plotted confiftorie erected according to 
the map of their owne imagination, even upon the topp of 
the prefumed Mount Sion, by the favour of that goodly 
16 
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profpect I dare undertake, amongft fo many thoufand min- 
ifters with epifcopall or more then epifcopall autoritie, there 
muft be but a fewe hundred judges, like Do¢tour Kelke; 
and a very great dearth of fuch affiftants, or feniours, as 
that floorifhing univerfitie affourdeth. Alas! many thou- 
fands of them unworthie to carrie the beadles ftaffe before 
the one, or their bookes after the other: how meete for 
fupreme, or free jurifdiction, I report me unto you. It is 
notably fayd of Ariftotle, in his politiques, He that would 
have the lawe to rule, would have a God to rule; but he 
that committeth the rule to a man, committeth the rule to 
a beaft. The lawe is a mynde without appetite, a foule 
without a boddy, a judve without ficfhe and bloud, a 
ballance without partialitie, a meane without extreames. 
Where confcience is fuch a law, I am for confcience; let us 
profeffe no other law, let us build us confiftories and taber- 
nacles upon that hill of equitie ; let us dwell in thofe Elifian 
fields of integritie; let us honour that incorruptible fcepter 
of finceritie ; let us fet the impcriall crowne upon the head 
of that pollicie, and let that difcipline weare the pontificall 
miter. The world wrongceth itfelfe infinitly, if it runneth 
not to the gaze of that bewtifull Be/-wcdere, or refufeth any 
order from that facred oracle. Otherwife, if men be men, 
and that confiftory no quire of angcls, or tribunall of fainéts, 
but a meeting of neighbours, fome of them rude and grofe 
enough after the homelyeft guife, (for without miraculous 
illumination it muft neceffarily be fo in moft parifhes) now 
I befeech you, hath not confideration fome reafon to feare 
the delphical fword ? And the convented partie, that was 
nothing affrayde of the deane or the canons; they, quoth 
he, are good gentlemen, and my favourable frendes, but the 
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chapter is the divell; would, peradventure, go nigh-hand to 
fay afmuch for the new confiftorie as for the old chapter. 
Our minifter is a zealous preacher, and fuch and fuch my 
honeft neighbours ; but God bleffe me from the curft con- 
fiftorie. They that can fkill of popular humours, and know 
the courfe of mechanicall dealinges, or artifan governe- 
ments, or what you pleafe, can hardly hope for any fuch 
Paradife,or All-hallowes in Hoony-lane, as is plaufiblie pour- 
trayed in fome late drawghts of reformation, fweeter in dif- 
courfe then in pra¢tife. I will not prophecie of contingents 
in fpeculation, but were their complot a matter zz effe, it is 
poffible that even the platformers themfelves fhould have no 
fuch exceeding caufe to joye in their redoubted feniours. 
Some poteftats are queint men, and will by fittes beare a 
braine, maugre the beft reafon, or pureft confcience in 
a confiftorie; and God knoweth how the people would 
digeft it, (efpecially after fome little triall of their inexor- 
able rigour, and other furly dealing) that their neighbour 
Whatchicalt, fometime no wifer then his fellowes, and fuch 
and fuch a free-holder of this and that homely occupation 
(fomewhat bafe for a fenatour), fhould fo jollily perke on 
the bench, amongft the fathers confcript, when fome, that 
have a ftate of inheritance, or maintaine themfelves upon 
civiler trades, muft humbly wait at, the barre, and yeeld 
themfelves obedient to the fterne commandements of thofe 
fage benchers. Iwis, the penny is a ftronge argument with 
fuch natures; and he that carrieth the heavieft purfe, how 
unmeete foever he may feeme for a confiftorie, thinketh 
himfelfe mightily wronged, unleffe he be taken for the beft, 
or one of the beft, in the parifh: and if for his countenaunce, 
or other charitable refpect, he will not fticke fometime to 
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pleafure a good fellow, or a poore neighbour (fome good 
fellowes are killcowes, and fome poore neighbours all-hart), 
he may perhaps get fom hardy partakers and bare himfelfe 
for as mighty a man in the borrowgh, or village, as fome of 
the forefaid redoubted poteftaft. How that would be allowed 
in confiftorie, or how a thoufand fuites, quarrels, uprores, 
and hurliburlyes, might be pacified, yet unprovided-for or 
unthought upon by the compendious fummifts, it would 
be confidered in time, whiles there is leyfure from practife. 
For, after the confiftorie is once up, in fuch fweating harveft 
of moft-bufie bufineffe, a fimple pragmatique may eafely 
prognofticate how fmall a remnant of leyfure will remaine 
for confideration. There was much adooe, and otherwhiles 
little helpe, firft at Jerufalem, with one Synedrion; and 
then at Geneva, with one Seniorie, the two onely exemplary 
Presbiteryes (for other primitive clderfhips wil not fit the 
turne) what a wonderfull fturre would one, and fome 
52,000 confiftories make in England? Were not our Re- 
formation likely to proove a greater fweat, or a mightier 
drowt then any in Graftons, Stowes, or Holinfheds Chroni- 
cle? Martin, under correction of your High Court of Con-. 
{cience, give me leave to bethinke me attonce, upon the 
fierworke of your difcipline, and Phaetons regiment in the 
hoat countryes of the Orient. When his brave defeigne 
came to the execution, folttaque jugum gravitate carcbat,— 
a light beginning, a heavie ending. 


Nee feit, qua fit tter ; nec fi feiat, imperet illis, 
And fo forth; (it is not conceit, or courage, but fkill and 


authoritie, that managceth governement with honour.) What 
was the iffue of that yonkerly and prefumptuous enterprife, 
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but a diluge of fier, as ruthfull and horrible as Deucalions 
diluge of water? 


Magne pereunt cum menibus Urobes : 
Cumque furs totas populis incendia gentes 
In cinerem vertunt. 


You can beft tranflate it yourfelfe; and I leave the warme 
application to the hoat interpreter, with addition of that 
fhort, but weightie and moft remarkable advertifement, 


Penam, Phaeton, pro munere pofcis ; 


Phaeton, thou deficreft thy ruine for thy advauncement ; 
and Martin, thou affeétcft thou knoweft not what: a difci- 
pline? aconfufion : a reformation ? a deformation: a falve ? 
a plague: a bliffe? a curfe: a commonwealth ? a common- 
wo: a happy and heavenly church ? a wretched and hellith 
fynagoge. Amount in imagination as high as the hawticft 
conceit can afpire, and platforme the moft exquifite de- 
feignes of pure perfe¢tion that the niceft curiofitie can devife, 
were not the wifeft on your fide, moft fimplie fimple, in 
weying the confequents of fuch antecedents, they would 
never fo inconfideratly labour their owne fhame, the miferie 
of their brethren, the defolation of the miniftery, and the 
deftruction of the Church. Good Martin, be good to the 
Church, to the miniftery, to the ftate, to thy country, to thy 
patrons, to thy frends, to thy brethren, to thifelfe; and, as 
thou looveft thifelfe, take heede of old puritanifme, new 
anabaptifme, and final barbarifme. Thou art young in 
yeares, I fuppofe ; but younger in enterprife, I am affured ; 
thy age in fome fort pleadeth thy pardon, and couldeft thon, 
with any reafonable tempcrance, advife thifelfe in time, as 
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it is high time to affuage thy ftomachous and overlafhing 
outrage, there be fewe wife men of qualitie but would 
pittie thy rath proceeding, and impute thy wanton fcurrilcus 
veine to want of expcrience and judgement, which is fel- 
dome ripe in the fpring. I will not ftand to examine the 
fpirite that fpeaketh or endightcth in fuch a phrafe ; but if 
that were the tenour of a godly, or zealous, ftile, methinkes 
fome other fainct, or godly man, fhould fomeway have ufed 
the like elocution before; unleffe you meant to be as fingular 
in your forme of writing as in your manner of cenfuring, 
and to publifh as grave an innovation in wordes as in other 
matters. Some fpirituall motion it was that caufed you 
fo fenfiblie to applie your rufling fpeach, and whole method, 
to the feeding and tickling of that humour, that is none of 
the greateft ftudentes of divinitie, unleffe it be your divinitie; 
nor any of the likelyeft creatures to advaunce reformation, 
unleffe it be your reformation. But whatfoever your motion 
were, or howfoever you perfuaded yourfelfe, that a plaufible 
and roifterly courfe would winne the harts of good fellowes, 
and make ruffians become precifians, in hope to mount 
higher then Highgate by the fall of Bifhopfgate, fome of 
your wellwillers hold a certaine charitable opinion, that to 
reforme yourfelfe were your beft reformation. Good difci- 
pline would doe many good, and doe Martin no harme; 
had he leyfure from trayning of other to trayne himfelfe, 
and, as one termed it, to trimme his owne beard. Howbeit, 
in my method knowledge would go before practife, and 
doctrine before difcipline. I challenge fewe, or none, for 
learning, which I rather loove as my frend, or honour as 
my patron, then profeffe as my facultie; but fome approoved 
good fchollars of both univerfities, and fome honorable 
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wife-men of a higher univerfitie take Martin to be none of 
the greateft clarkes in England, and marvell how he fhould 
prefume to be a doctour of difcipline, that hath much adoe 
to fhewe himfelfe a mafter of doétrine. For mine owne 
part, I hope he is a better doétrinift then difciplinift, or elfe, 
I muft needes conclude, pride is a bufie man, and a deeper 
counfellour of ftates then of himfelfe. Publique projeétes 
become.publique perfons, and may doe well in fome other, 
being well employed ; but private perfons, and the common 
crewes of platformers, might have moft ufe of private de- 
fignements, appropriat to their owne vocation, profeffion, or 
qualitie. When I finde Martin as neat a reformer of his 
owne life, as of other mens actions, it fhal go hard but I 
will, in fom meafure, proportion my commendation to the 
fingularitie of his defert, which I would be glad to crowne 
with a garland of prefent and a diademe of future prayfe ; 
for I long to fee a larke without a creaft, and would travaile 
farre to difcoover a reformer without a fault, or onely with 
fuch a fault as for the rareneffe fhould deferve, or for the 
ftrangeneffe might challenge, to be chronicled, like the 
eclipfe of the funne. The ftate demonftrative, not over- 
laboured at this inftant, would fayne be employed in blafon- 
ing a creature of fuch perfections, and the very foule of 
charitie thirfteth to drinke of that clecre Aqua Vite. It is 
not the firft time that I have preferred a gentleman of 
deedes before a lord of wordes: and what if I once, by way 
of familiar difcourfe, fayd I was a Proteftant in the ante- 
cedent, but a Papift in the confequent, for I liked faith in the 
premiffes, but wifhed works in the conclufion: as S. Paul 
beginneth with juftification, but endeth with fanctification, 
and the fchoolemen reconcile many confutations in one 
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diftinction. We are juftified by faith apprehenfively, by 
workes declaratively, by the bloud of Chrift effectively. I 
hope it is no evill figne for the flower to floorifh, for the 
tree to fructifie, for the fier to warme, for the funne to fhine, 
for truth to embrace vertue, for the intellectuall good to 
practife the morall good, for the caufe to effect. He 
meant honeftly that faid merrily, he tooke S. Auftins and 
S. Gregories by Pauls, to be the good frendes of S. Faithes 
under Paules. What needeth more? If your reformation 
be fuch a reftorative as you pretende, what letteth.but the 
world fheuld prefently behold a vifible difference betweene 
the fruites of the pure and the corrupt diet? Why ceafeth 
the heavenly difcipline to penne her owne apologie, not in 
one or two fcribbled pamficts of counterfait complements, 
but in a thoufand living volumes of heavenly vertues? Di- 
vine caufes were ever wont to fortifie themfelves, and weaken 
their adverfaries with divine effectes as confpicuous as the 
brighteft funne-fhine. The Apoftles and primitive founders 
of Churches were no railers or fcoffers, but painfull travail- 
lers, but zelous preachers, but holly livers, but fayre-fpoken, 
mild, and looving men, even like Mofes, like David, like 
the fonne of David; the three gentleft perfons that ever 
walked upon earth. Wherefocter they became it ap- 
peared by the whole manner of their meeke and fweet pro- 
ceeding, that they had bene the fervants of a mecke lord, 
and the difciples of a fweet mafter: in fomuch, that many 
nations, which knew not God, interteined them as the 
ambaffadours, or oratours of fome God; and were mightily 
perfuaded to conceive a divine opinion of him, whom they 
fo divinely preached, and even to beleeve that he could be 
no leffe then the fonne of the great God. Their miracles 
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got the harts of numbers; but their fermons and orations 
were greater wonders then their miracles, and woon more 
ravifhed foules to heaven. Their doctrine was full of 
power; their difcipline full of charitie; their eloquence 
celeftiall; their zeale invincible; their life inviolable; their 
converfation looving ; their profeffion humilitie ; their prac- 
tife humilitie ; their conqueft humilitie. Read the fweet 
ecclefiafticall hyftories, replenished with many cordiall nar- 
rations of their foverain vertues; and perufe the moft 
rigorous cenfures of their profeffed enemies, Plinie, Sueto- 
nius, Tacitus, Antoninus, Symachus, Lucian, Libanius, 
Philoftratus, Eunapius, or any like Latinift or Grecian (I 
except not Porphyrie, Hierocles, or Julian himfelfe), and 
what Chriftian, or heathen judgment, with any indifferencie 
can denie but they alwayes demeaned themfelves like well- 
affe€ted, faire-conditioned, innocent, and kinde perfons ; 
many wayes gratious, and fome wayes admirable? Peace 
was their warre ; unitie their multiplication ; good wordes, 
and good deedes, their edifying inftruments; a generall 
humanitie toward all, wherefoever they travailed, and a 
f{peciall beneficence toward every one with whom they con- 
verfed, one of their foverrain meanes for the propagation of 
Chriftianitie. They knew his mercifull and Godfull meaning, 
that in an infinite and incomprehenfible loove defcended 
from heaven to fave all upon earth; and remembred how 
gratioufly his divine felfe voutfaved to converfe with publi- 
cans and other finners; what a {weet and peerleffe example 
of humbleft humilitie he gave his difciples, when with his 
owne immaculate handes he wafhed their feete ; how appli- 
ably he framed himfelfe to the proper difpofition of every 
nation, in drawing unto him the Magicians of the Eaft, with 
17 
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the wondrous fight of a new ftarre; in mooving the Jewes 
with miracles and parables, in fhowing himfelfe a prophet, 
and the very Meffias to the Samaritans; in fending elo- 
quent Paule to the eloquent Grecians ; zealous Peter to the 
devout Hebrues and vertuous Romans; his brother Andrew 
to the ftout Scythions; incredulous Thomas to the infidell 
Parthians, and fo forth: what a looving and precious deare 
Teitament he left behinde him, and with how unfpeakable 
favour he bequeathed and difpofed the rich hereditaments, 
and ineftimable gooddes of his kingdome; how neerly it 
concerned the members of one boddy, without the leaft in- 
teftine difagreement or faction, to tender and cherish one 
another with mutuall indulgence; how frutefully the mili- 
tant Church had already encreafed by concord, like a plant 
of the triumphant Church, whofe bliffefull confort incom- 
parably paffeth the fweeteft harmonie. The effect of fuch 
divine motions was heavenly; and whiles that celeftiall 
courfe continued, with an inviolable confent.of united mindes, 
even in fome diffenfion of opinions (for there was ever fome 
difference in opinions) the Gofpell reigned, and the Church 
floorifhed miraculoufly. It would make the hart of pictie 
to weepe, for joyfull compaffion, to remember how the bloud 
of thofe, and thofe moft patient, but more glorious martyrs, 
that might be flaine but not vanquifhed, was the feede of | 
the Church. The Church, that grew victorious and mightie 
by the beheading of Paule and James; by the crucifying of 
Peter, Andrew, Philip, and Simon; by the ftoning of Ste- 
phen; by the burning of Marke and Barnabas; by the 
flaying of Bartholomew; by the murdering of Thomas with 
a dart, of Mathew with a fword, of Matthias with an axe, 
of James Alphzus with a club; of how many renowned 
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martyrs, with how many cruell and tyrannicall torments, 
immortall monuments of their invincible faith and moft 
honorable conftancie. When afperitie and difcorde, de- 
generating from that primitive order, tooke an other courfe, 
and began to proceede, more like furies of hell then fainéts 
of the Church, or honeft neighbours of the world, alas! what 
followed ? And unleffe we retire to our principles, although 
mifchief upon mifchief be bad enough, yet ruine upon ruine 
will be worfe. It is not a ruffianly ftile, or a tumultuous 
plot, that will amend the matter; fome apoftolicall vertues 
would doe well, and that fame evangelicall humilitie were 
much-worth. In the meane feafon, fuerly reverend bifhops 
and learned doétours, albeit corruptible men, fhould be 
meeter to adminifter or governe churches then luftie cutters, 
or infufficient plotters, albeit reformed creatures. Sweet 
Martin, afwell junior as fenior, (for juniours and feniours are 
all one, as old Mafter Raye fayd in his maioraltie,) and you 
_ {weet whirlewindes, that fo fiercely befturr you at this in- 
ftant, now, agayne and agayne I befeech you, either be 
content to take a fweeter courfe, or take all for me. My 
intereft in thefe caufes is fmall, and howfoever fome bufic 
heades loove to fet themfelves aworke, yet by their favours 
there is a certaine thing that paffeth all underftanding, which 
I commend univerfally unto all, efpecially unto my frends, 
and fingularly unto mifelfe: Malla falus bello: pacem te 
pofcimus ones. No law to the Feciall Law, nor any con- 
queft to pacification. Would Chrift, reformation could be 
entreated to begin at itielfe; and difcipline would be fo 
good as to fhew by example of her owne houfe, where 
fhe inhabiteth and conforteth, what a precious and heavenly 
thing it were for a whole kingdome to live in fuch a celeftiall 
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harmony of pure vertues and all perfections! Theoricks 
and idees are quickly imagined in an afpiring phantafie ; 
but an inviolable practife of a divine excellencie in humane 
frailtie, without exceffe, defect or abufe, doubtleffe were a 
chriftall worth the feeing, and a glorious mirrour of eternall 
imitation. When contemplation hath a little more experi- 
ence, it fhall finde that action is fcantly fo fmooth and 
nimble a creature as fpeculation ; two notable prefidents 
in concreto, more rare then twentie fingular types zz abftracio: 
they that fhoote beyonde the marke in imagination, come 
short in tryall: good intentions were never too-rife, and the 
beft intentions have gone aftray. All men are not of one 
mould, there is as great difference of minifters and aldermen 
as of other perfons: even where the fpirite is ftrong, the 
flefhe is fometime founde weake enough; and the world is 
a world of temptations, murmurings, offences, quarrels, 
trefpaffes, crimes, and continuall troubles in one fort or 
other. ; 
If the precifeft and moft fcrupulous treatifes have much 
adooe to uphold the credit of any perfeétion, or eftimation 
with their owne affociats (how many heads, fo many plottes) 
what may reafon conceive of the affurance or maturitie of 
their judiciall, or other morall proceedings z” ef? When 
his and his fcripture, after fome prettie paufing, is become 
apocryphal! with his and his owne adherents, whofe writing 
was fcripture with many of them, how can any of them 
afcertaine or refolve themfelves of the canonicall incorrup- 
tion, or autenticall omnifufficiencie of his, or his actual 
governement ? When even he, that within thefe fewe yeares 
was alledged for text, hath fo emprooved his autoritie with 
a number of his ferventeft brethren, that he will now be 
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fcantly allowed for a current gloffe, why should defeated 
affection any longer delude itfelfe with a prejudicate and 
vayne imagination of an Alchimifticall difcipline, not fo 
fweet in conceit as fower in proofe; and as defective in 
needfull prefumption, as exceffive in unneedfull prefump- 
tion? If fecond cogitations be riper and founder then 
the firft, may not third or fourth confultations take more 
and more advifement ? If Bishops-gate be infected, is it 
unpoffible for Alders-gate to be attainted? and if neither 
can be long cleere in an univerfall plague of corruption, 
what reafon hath zeale to fly. from Gods bleffing into a 
warme funne ? What a wifedome were it to chaunge for the 
worfe ? or what a notorious follie were it to innovate with- 
out infallible affurance of the better? What politique ftate, 
or confiderate people, ever laboured any alteration, civill 
or ecclefiafticall, without pregnant evidence of fome fingular 
or notable good, as certaine in confequence, as important 
in eftimation ? To be short, (for I have already bene over- 
long, and shall hardly qualifie thofe headdie younkers with 
any difcourse) had Martin his luft, or Penry his wish, or 
Udal his mynde, or Browne his will, or Ket his phanfie, or 
Barrow his pleafure, or Greenwood his harts-defire, or the 
feefheft practitioners their longing, (even to be judges of 
the confiftorie, or fathers confcript of the fenate, or Domine 
Jac totum, or themfelves wott not what) there might fall- 
out five hundred practicable cafes, and a thoufand difputable 
queftions in a yeare (the world muft be reframed anew, or 
fuch points decided) wherewith they never difquieted their 
braynes, and wherein the learnedeft of them could not fay 
A to the arches, or B to a battledore. If the graver mo- 
tioners of difcipline (who, no doubt, are learneder men, and 
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might be wifer, but M. Travers, M. Cartwright, Do¢tour 
Chapman, and all the grayer heads begin to be ftale with 
thefe noovellifts) have bethought themfelves upon all cafes, 
and cautels in practife, of whatfoever nature, and have 
thorowly provided againft all poffible mifchieffs, inconveni- 
ences, and irregularities, afwell future as prefent, I am glad 
they come fo well prepared: fuerly fome of the earncfteft 
and egreft follicitours are not yet fo furnifhed. Wordes are 
good fellowes and merry men; but in my poore opinion it 
were not amiffe for fome fweating and fierce dooers at this 
inftant, that would downe with Clement and up with Hilde- 
brand, either to know more at home, or to fturr leffe abroad. 
It is no trifling matter in a monarchie to hoife-up a new 
autoritie, like that of the Jewifh Confiftorie above kinges, or 
that of the Lacedemonian Ephorie above tyrants, or that of 
the Romane Senate above emperours. Howbeit, if there be 
no remedic, but M. Fier muft be the paftour, M. Aier the 
doétour, goodman Water the deacon, and goodman Earth 
the aldermen of the Church, Iet the young calfe and the 
old affe draw cuttes, whither of their heads fhall weare the 
garland. And thus much in generalitie touching Martin- 
izing ; being urged to defend it if I durft, but for feare of 
indignation I durft not. The feverall particularities and 
more gingerly nicityes of rites, fignes, termes, and what not, 
I referre to the difcuffion of profeffed devines, or referve for 
more leyfure and fitter occafion. 


As for that new-created fpirite, whom double V, like an 
other do¢ctour Fauftus, threateneth to conjure up at leyfure 
(for I muft returne to the terrible creature that fubfcribeth 
himfclfe Martins double V, and will needes alfo be my tittle- 
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tittle) were that fpirite difpofed to appeare in his former 
likeneffe, and to put the necromancer to his purgation, he 
could peradventure make the conjuring wizard forfake the 
center of his circle, and betake him to the circumference of 
his heeles. Simple creature! iwis thou art too-young an 
artift fo conjure him up that can exorcife thee downe ; or to 
lamback him with ten yeares preparation, that can lamfkin 
thee with a dayes warning. Out upon thce for a cowardly 
lambacker, that ftealeft-in at the backe doore, and thinkeft 
to filch advantage on the back-wing! knaves are back- 
biters, whores bellybiters, and both fheepebiters. Pedo- 
mancie fitter for fuch conjurers, then either chiromancie, 
necromancie, or any familiar fpirite, but contempt. It is 
fome-boddyes fortune to be haunted with backfrendes ; and 
I could report a ftraunge dialogue betwixt the clarke of 
Backchurch, and the chaunter of Pancridge, that would 
make the better vifard of the two to blufh: but I favour 
modefte eares, and a thoufand honeft tongues will juftifie 
it to thy face. Thou art as it were a grofe idiot, and a very 
Affe in prefenti, to imagine that thou couldeft go fcotfree in 
this fawcy reckoning, although the partie conjured fhould 
fay nothing but Mum. Honcftie goeth never unbacked, 
and truth is a fufficient patron to itfelfe; and I know one, 
that hath written a pamflet, intituled Cock-Alilly, or The 
white fon of the Black Art. But he that can maffacre 
Martins wit (thou remembreft thine owne phrafe) can rott 
Pat-hatchets braine; and he that can ¢zckle Alar-prelate 
wth taunts, can twitch double V. to the quicke, albeit he 
threaten no leffe then the fiege of Troye in his note-booke, 
and his penne refounde like the harneffed woombe of the 
Trojan horfe. I have feene a broad fword ftand at the 
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doore, when a poinardo hath entered; and although I am 
neither Ulyffes nor Outis, yet perhaps I can tell, how no- 
boddy may doe that fome boddy cannot doe. Polyphemus 
was a mightie fellow, and conjured Ulyffes companions 
into excrements (fewe giants ever fo hideous as Polyphe- 
mus) but poore Outis was even with him, and no-boddy 
conjured his goggle eye as well. I prey thee, fweet Pap, 
infult not over much upon quiet men: though my penne 
be no-boddy at a hatchet, and my tongue leffe then no- 
boddy at a beetle, yet patience looveth not to be made a 
cart of Croiden; and no fuch libbard for a lively ape as 
fordead filence. The merry gentleman devifeth to difport 
himfelfe, and his copefmates, with a pleafurable conceit of 
guaking cares; and all my workes, at leaft fix fheetes in 
quarto, called by mtfelfe, the firft tome of my familiar 
Lpifile|s| : two impudent lyes, and fo knowen notorioufly ! 
He might as truly forge any lewd, or villanous report of 
any man in England; and for his labour challenge to be 
preferred to the clarkfhip of the Whetftone, which he is 
hable to maintaine fumptuoufly with a mint of queint and 
uncouth fimiles, daintie monfters of nature. I muft deale 
plainly with the fpawne of ranke calumnie: his knavifh 
and foolifh malice palpably bewrayeth it felf in moft odious 
fictions, meet to garnifh the forefayd famous office of the 
Whetftone. But what fayth his owne couragious penne of 
his owne adventurous eares? Jf ripping up of lives make 
Sport, have with thee knuckle decpe: it fhal never be fayd that 
I dare not venter myne eares, where Martin hazards hts 
necké. Some men are not fo prodigall of their eares, how 
lavifh foever Martin may feeme of his necke; and albeit 
every man cannot compile fuch graund volumes as Euphues, 
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or reare fuch mightie tomes as Pap-hatchet ; yet he might 
have thought other poore men have tongues and pennes to 
fpeake fomething, when they are provoked unreafonably. 
But loofers may have their wordes, and comedians their 
actes : fuch drie bobbers can luftely ftrike at other, and 
cunningly rapp themfelves. He hath not played the vice- 
mafter of Poules, and the foolemafter of the theater for 
naughtes: himfelfe a mad lad as ever twangd, never trou- 
bled with any fubftance of witt, or circumftance of honeftie, 
fometime the fiddle-fticke of Oxford, now the very bable of 
London, would fayne forfooth have fome other efteemed, 
as all men value him. A workeman is eafely defcried by 
his termes: every man fpeaketh according to his art: Iam 
threatened with a bable, and Martin menaced with a come- 
die; a fit motion for a jefter, and a player, to try what 
may be done by employment of his facultie: bables and 
comedies are parlous fellowes fo decipher, and difcourage 
men (that is the point) with their wittie flowtes and learned 
jerkes, enough to lafh any man out of countenance. Na, 
if you fhake the painted fcabbard at me, I have done; and 
all you that tender the prefervation of your good names, 
were beft to pleafe Pap-hatchet, and fee Euphues betimes, 
for feare leffe he be mooved, or fome one of his apes hired, 
to make a playe of you; and then is your credit quite un- 
done for ever and ever: fuch is the publique reputation of 
their playes. He muft needes b¢ di/couraged, whom they 
decipher. Better anger an hundred other, then two fuch, 
that have the ftage at commaundement, and can furnifh 
out vices and divels at their pleafure. Gentlemen, beware 
of a chafing penne, that fweateth out whole realmes of paper, 
and whole theaters of jeftes: tis aventure, if he dye not of 
18 
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the paper-fweat, fhould he chaunce to be never fo litle 
overchafed ; for the jeft-dropfie is not fo peremptorie. 
But no point of cunning to the Zale of the Tubb: that is 
the profounde myfterie, and the very fecret of fecrets. The 
fweet fifters anfwer, that in her confcience thought lecherte the 
Superficies of finne, (a rare word with women, but by her aun- 
fwer fhe fhould feeme to be learned): the true tale of one of 
Martins godly fonnes, that having the compante of one of his 
Sifters in the open fieldes, faid he would not finoother up 
finne, and deale in hugger-mugger againft his confcience: 
(the hiftoriographer hath many privie intelligences): the 
fober tale of the elde/t Eldcr, that received fortie Angels at 
his Table, where he fat with no leffe then fortie good difhcs of 
the greateft dainties, in more pompe then a Pope: (he was 
not of the ftarved Pythagorean or Platonicall diet, but 
liberall exhibition may maintaine good hofpitalitie): the 
zelous Loove-lcttcr, or Corinthian Epiftle to the widow, as 
honeft a woman as ever burnt malt: (the wooer, or the re- 
gifter of Aretines religion): the holie othe of the Martinift, 
that thinking to fweare by his confcience, fivore by hits con- 
cupifcence: (did not he forget himfelfe, that exprefly 
affirmed, Martin will not fweare,; but with Indcede, In 
footh, and In truth, hele cogg the dye of deceit?) thefe, and 
the reft of thofe bawdie inventions, wherewith that brothel- 
lifh pamflet floweth, {mell fomewhat ftrongly of the pumpe, 
and fhewe the credibilitie of the autor, that dareth alledge 
any impudent, prophane, or blafphemous fiction to ferve 
his turne. So he may foone make-up the autenticall 
legendary of his Hundred merrie Tales ; as true, peradven- 
ture, as Lucians true narrations; or the heroicall hiftoryes 
of Rabelais; or the brave Legendes of errant knights ; or 
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the egregious prankes of Howleglaffe, Frier Rufh, Frier 
Tuck, and fuch like; or the renowned Bugiale of Poggius, 
Racellus, Lufcus, Cincius, and that whole Italian crew of 
merry Secretaryes in the time of Pope Martin the fift ; of 
whom our worfhipfull Clarkes of the Whetftone, Do¢tour 
Clare, Doétour Bourne, M. Scoggin, M. Skelton, M. Wake- 
field, divers late hiftoriologers, and haply this new tale- 
founder himfelfe, learned their moft wonder-full facultie. 
Committing of matrimonie; caroufing the fapp of the 
Church; cutting at the bumme carde of confcience ; befmear- 
ing of confcience; fpelling of Our Father in a horne booke ; 
the railing religion; and a whole finke of fuch arrant 
phrafes, favour whotly of the fame Lucianicall breath, and 
difcover the minion Secretarie aloofe. Faith! quoth him- 
felfe, thou wilt be caught by thy ftile : indeede what more 
eafie then to finde the man by his humour, the Midas by 
his eares, the calfe by his tongue, the goofe by his quill, the 
play-maker by his f{tile, the hatchet by the pap? Albertus 
fecrets, Poggius fables, Bebelius jeftes, Scoggins tales, 
Wakefields lyes, Parfon Darcyes knaveries, Tarletons 
trickes, Eldertons ballats, Greenes pamflets, Euphues fimiles, 
double Vs phrafes, are too well knowen to go unknowen. 
Where the Veine of Braggadocio is famous, the arterie of 
Pappadocio cannot be obfcure. Gentlemen, I have given 
you a taft of his fugerloafe, that weeneth Sidneyes daintyes, 
Afchams confites, Cheekes fuccats, Smithes conferves, and 
Mores junkets, nothing comparable to his pap. Some of 
you dreamed of electuaryes of gemmes, and other precious 
reftoratives ; of the quinteffence of amber, and pearle dif- 
folved, of I wott not what incredible delicacies; but his 
gemmemint is not alwayes current ; and as bufie men, fo 
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painted boxes, and gallipots muft have a vacation. Yet 
wellfare the fweet hart of Dia-pap, Dia-fig, and Dia-nut, 
three foveraine defenfatives of the commonwealth, and 
three cordiall comfortatives of the Church. It is a good 
hearing, when good fellowes have a care of the common- 
wealth and the Church; and a godly motion, when inter- 
luders leave penning their pleafurable playes to become 
zealous ecclefiafticall writers. Bona fide, fome have written 
notablie againft Martinifme (it were a bufie tafke for the 
credibleft Precifian to empeach the credit of Do¢tour Ban- 
croft, or Doctour Sutcliff) ; but this Mamma-day hath ex- 
cellently knocked himfelfe on the fconfe with his owne 
hatchet. I will caft away no more inke upon a compounde 
of fimples. The pap is like the hatchet; the fig like the 
nut; the country-cuff like the hangmans apron; the dog 
like the dog ; John Anoke and John Aftile like the baily 
of Withernam ; the figne of the crabtre cudgell like twack- 
coate lane; Martins hanging like Pappadocios mowing ; 
Huff, Ruff, and Snuffe, the three tame rufhans of the 
Church, like double V: never a laye in the barrell better 
herring : the beginning, the midft, and the end, all in one 
pickle. Some rofes amongft prickes doe well; and fome 
lillyes amongft thornes would have done no harme; but 
envie hath no fanfie to the rofe of the garden, and what 
carcth malice for the lilly of the valley? Would fayre 
names were fpelles and charmes againft fowle affections ! 
and in fome refpeétes I could with that divinitie would give 
humanitie leave to conclude otherwife then I muft. I could 
in curtefie be content, and in hope of reconciliation defirous, 
to mitigate the harfheft fentences, and mollifie the hardeft 
termes. But can truth lye, or difcretion approove follie, or 
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judgement allowe vanitie, or modeftie abide impudencie, or 
good manners footh bad fpeaches? He that penned the 
aboove-mentioned Cock-alilly faw reafon to difplay the 
Black Artift in his collier coolours; and thought it moft 
unreafonable to fuffer fuch light and emptie veffels to make 
fuch a lowde and prowde rumbling in the ayre. Other had 
rather heare the learned nightingale then the unlearned 
parrat, or taft the wing of a larke then the legge of a 
raven. The fineft wittes preferre the loofeft period in M. 
Afcham, or Sir Philip Sidney, before the trickfieft page in 
Euphues, or Pap-hatchet. The Mufes fhame to remember 
fome frefhe quaffers of Helicon, and, which of the Graces 
or Vertues blufheth not to name fome luftie tofpots of rhe- 
torique? The ftately tragedie fcorneth the trifling come- 
die; and the trifling comedie flowtcth the new ruffianifme. 
Wantonneffe was never fuch a fwill-bowle of ribaldry, nor 
idleneffe ever fuch a carowfer of knaverie. What honeft 
mynde, or civill difpofition, is not accloied with thefe 
noifome and nafty gargarifmes ? Where is the polifhed and 
refined eloquence that was wont to bedeck and embellith 
humanity ? Why fhould learning be a niggard of his ex- 
cellent gifts, when impudencie is fo prodigall of his rafcall 
trifh-trafh ? What daintie, or neat judgement beginneth 
not to hate his old loove, and loath his auncient delight, 
the preffe, the moft honorable preffe, the moft villanous 
preffe? Who {mileth not at thofe and thofe trim-trammes 
of gawdie wittes ? how floorifhing wittes, how fading witts! 
Who laugheth not at //e, //e, Ile; or gibeth not at fome 
hundred pibalde fooleryes, in that harebraind declamation ? 
They whom it neerelyeft pincheth, cannot filence their juft 
difdaine ; and I am forcibly urged to intimate my whole 
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cenfure, though without hatred to the perfon, or derogation 
from any his commendable gift, yet not without fpeciall 
diflike of the bad matter, and generall condemnation of the 
vile forme. The whole work a bald toy, full of ftale and 
woodden jeftes; and one of the moft paltry thinges that 
ever was publifhed by graduate of either univerfitie ; good 
for nothing but to {top muftard pottes, or rub gridirons, or 
feather rattes neaftes, or fuch like homely ufe. For fta- 
tioners are already too full of fuch realmes and common- 
wealthes of waft paper; and finde more gaine in the lilly- 
pot blanke, then in the lillypot Euphued: a day or two 
fine for fheetes, and afterward good for grocers: Vanitas 
vanitatum, the fome of grudge, the froth of levitie, the 
fcum of corruption, and the very fcurfe of rafcallitie: no- 
thing worthy a {chollar, or a civill gentleman : altogether 
phantafticall and fonde, without ryme or reafon ; fo odly 
hudled and bungled togither, in fo madbraine fort, and 
with fo braineficke ftuffe, that in an overflowe of fo many 
frivolous and ridiculous pamflets, I fcarfely know any one 
in all points fo incomparably vayne and abfurde, whereunto 
I may refemble that moft toyifhe and piperly trifle, the 
fruite of an addle and lewd wit, long fince dedicated to a 
diffolute and defperate licentioufneffe. Oh, what a magut- 
fico would he be, were his purfe as heavie as his head is 
light, and his hart franke! Even that fame very Mirrour of 
Madneffe hangeth togither with fome more coherence of 
reafon; and fmelleth not fo rankly of the taverne, the ale- 
houfe, the ftewes, the cucking-ftoole, or other fuch honeft 
places, as that drunken and fhameleffe declamation ; un- 
befeeming any but an oratour of Bedlam, a rhetorician of 
Bridewell, or difcourfer of Prime-rofe Hill. And although 
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that fame French Mirrour be er professo devifed in a 
mad garifh veyne, and ftuffed with geere homely enough, 
fit for a libertine and frantique theame, yet doth it 
not fo bafely borrow of the rufhans bagge, the tapfters 
fpigot, the pedlars pack, the tinkars bugget, the knaves 
truffe, and the roges fardle; unto all which, and other 
autors of like reputation, but chiefly to the hangmans 
apron, (that, that is the biggin of his wit,) this worthy 
autour is deeply beholding for great part of his fine 
conceits and dainty learning; precious ware for Euphued 
creatures and phantafticall colts, whofe wild and mad-braine 
humour nothing fitteth fo juft as the ftaleft dudgen, or ab- 
furdeft balductum, that they or their mates can invent, in 
odd and awke fpeaches, difguifedly fhapen after the antick 
fafhion, and monftroufly thorne, like old Captaine Lifters 
fpannel. They that affect fuch ruffianifh braveryes, and 
devide their roifterdoiftring jeftes into cuttes, flafhes and 
foines, may beftow the reading ; for any other, of whatfo- 
ever qualitie, or calling, it will do them as much good as 
dirt in their fhooes, or draffe in their bellyes: and, in good 
footh, there is all the ufe, civill or ecclefiafticall, that I can 
finde of this babees papp; whom for his fweet interteine- 
ment with papp, figg, and nutt, I officioufly recommende to 
the Ship of Fooles, and the Galeaffe of Knaves. When he 
ufeth himfelfe with more modeftie, and his friendes with 
more difcretion, I may alter my ftile; (let him chaunge, 
and I am chaunged ;) or if already he be afhamed of that 
conjuring leafe, foifted-in like a bum-carde, I have fayd no- 
thing. Till he difclaimeth his injurie in print, or confeffeth 
his overfight in writing, or fignifieth his penitence in fpeach, 
the abufed partie, that had reafon to fet-downe the premiffes 
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without favour, hath caufe to juftifie his owne hand without 
feare ; and is as well in equitie to avowe truth, as in charitie 
to difavowe malice. At Trinitie Hall, this fift of Novem- 
ber, 1589. | 


So then of Pappadocio, whom nevertheleffe I efteeme a 
hundred times learneder, and a thoufand times honefter 
then this other Braggadocio, that hath more learning then 
honeftie, and more money then learning, although he truly 
intitle himfelfe Pierce Penniles, and be elfewhere ftiled 
the Gentleman Raggamuffin. Nafh, the ape of Greene, 
Grcene the ape of Euphues, Euphues the ape of Envie, the 
three famous mammets of the preffe, and my three notori- 
ous feudifts, drawe all in a yoke: but fome fchollars excell 
their mafters; and fome luftie bloud will do more ata 
deadly pull, then two or three of his yoke fellowes. It muft 
go hard, but he wil emproove himfelfe the incomparable 
darling of immortall Vanitie. Howbeit, his frendes could 
have wished he had not fhowen himfelfe to the world fuch 
a ridiculous /uffenus, or /hakerly to himfelfe, by advauncing 
the triumphall garland upon his owne head, before the leaft 
fkermifh for the victorie; which if he ever obtaine by any 
valiancie or bravure, (as he weeneth himfelfe, the vali- 
anteft and braveft ac€tour that ever managed penne) I am 
his bondman in fetters, and refufe not the humbleft vaffalage 
to the fole of his boote. Much may be done by clofe con- 
fedracie in all forts of coofenage and legierdemane: J/on- 
ficur Pontalazs in French, or Meffer Unico in Italian, never 
devifed fuch a nipping comedie as might be made in Eng- 
lifh, of fome leagers in the queint practiques of the crof- 
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biting art: but I have feene many bearwardes and butchers 
in my time, and have heard of the one what belongeth to 
apes; and have learned of.the other not to be affrayde of 
a doofen horned beaftes; albeit fome one of them fhould 
feeme as dreadfull as the furious dun cowe of Dunfmore 
Heath, the terribleft foman of Sir Guy. AEfops Oxe, though 
he be a fuer ploughman, is but a flowe workeman ; and 
Greenes Ape, though he be a nimble juggler, is no fuer 
executioner. Yet well-worth the mafter-ape and captaine- 
mammet, that had a hatchet aswell as Papp; a country 
cuffe, afwell as a figge; a crabtree cudgell, afwell as a nutt ; 
fomething of a mans-face with more of an apes-face. Had 
his pen bene muzled at the firft, as his mouth hath bene 
bunged fince, thefe frefh Euphuiftes would never have ad- 
ventured upon the whip, or the bobb; but filence is a flave 
in a chaine, and patience the common pack-horfe of the 
world. Even this brat. of an Apefclogge, that can but 
mowgh with his mouth, gnafh with -his teeth, quaver with 
his ten bones, and brandish his goofe-quill, prefuming of my 
former fufferance, layeth about him with the faid quill, as 
if it were poffeffed with the fprite of Orlando Furio/fo, or 
would teach the clubb of Gargantua to fpeake Englifh. For 
the flaile of Azar diftrawght, or the clubb of Hercules en- 
raged, were but hedge-ftakes of the old world, and unworth 
the naming in an age of puiffance emprooved horriblie. 
The neweft legendes of moft hideous exploits may learne 
a new art to kill-cow men with peremptorie termes, and 
bugges-wordes of certaine death. Pore I muft needes be 
plagued ; plagued? na, brayed and fquifed to nothing, that 
am matched with fuch a Gargantuift, as can devoure me 
quick in a fallat; and thundreth more direfull threatnings 
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againft me, that onely touched him, then huge Polyphe- 
mus rored againft Ulyffes, that blinded him; or banning 
Virgill reared againft Arius, that fpoiled him. Genus trri- 
tabile vatum. The generation of raving pocts is a fwarme 
of gad-bees ; and the anger of a moodie rimefter the furie 
of a wafpe. A mad tiger, not like a mad wafpe; anda 
chafed wildbore, not comparable to a chafed gad-bee. Take 
heede of the man whom nature hath marked with a gag- 
tooth, art furnifheth with a gag-tongue, and exercife 
armed with a gag-penne ; as cruell and murdrous weapons 
as ever drewe bloud. The beft is, who hath time hath life. 
He meaneth not to come upon me with a cowardly ftrata- 
geme of Scarborough warning; he ufeth a certaine gallant 
homericall figure, called /7y/teron-protcron, or the cart before 
the horfe; and with a refolution menaceth the effeét, before 
the caufes be begotten. When the iron cart is made, and 
the fierie horfes foled, they shall bring the mightie battring- 
ram of termes, and the great ordinance of miracles, to towne: 
afke not, then, how he will plague me. In the mcane feafon, 
it is a woonder to fee how courageoufly he taketh-on with 
his hoftiffes needles, and his botchers bodkins. Indeede, a 
good fouldiour will make a shrewd shift with any weapons ; 
but it is a marvelous hart that threatneth ruine, ruine, ruine! 
with the dint of a bodkin and the blade of an awle. Where 
fuch an other Rodomont, fo furious, fo valorous, fo redout- 
able? There is a peece of a good old fong, peradventure as 
auncient as the noble Legende of Syr Bevis, or Sir Launce- 
lot du Lake, 


Dubba-dubba-dubb, kill him with a clubb: 
And he will not dye, kill him with a fiye. 
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He that made that ryme in jeft, little confidered what a 
gad-fly may doe in earneft. It is {mall wifedome to con- 
temne the fmalleft enemy; the gad-fly is a little creature, 
but fome little creatures be ftingers ; never fauchon better 
managed then fome tidy penneknifes ; and what will he do 
when he rufheth upon me with the tempeftuous engins of his 
owne wit, that keepeth fuch a horrible coile with his fchoole- 
fellowes poinado? An ape is never to feeke of a good face 
to fet upon the matter. Bleffed Euphues, thou onely happy, 
that haft a traine of fuch good countenances in thy floorifh- 
ing greene-motley livery! miferable I, the unhappieft on 
earth, that am left defolate! Ah! but that might be endured; 
every man is not borne to be the leader of a bande; every 
birde carrieth not Argus eyes difplayed in her taile; fame 
is not every boddies fainct. To be forfaken is no great 
matter; to be utterly. undone is miferable. That, and the 
unmercifulleft perfecution that may be invented is cruelly 
proclaimed againft quiet him that was once thronged and 
peftred with followers ; but when he began to give over that 
greene haunt, and betooke himfelfe to a riper profeffion, 
Diomedes companions were changed into birdes. Times 
alter; and as fortune hath more feétaries then vertue, fo 
pleafure hath more adherents then profit: I had no fooner 
fhaken of my young troupe, whom I could not affociate as 
before, but they were feftinatly reinterteined by fome nimble 
wightes, that could take the advantage of opportunitie (with 
good vifages you may be fuer), and had purpofely lyne in 
waite to climbe in print by the fall of their feniours; like 
ambitious planets, that enhaunfe their owne dignities by 
the combuftion, or retrogradation, of their fellow-planettes. 
Much good may that advauncement doe them, and many 
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daintie webbs may I fee of thofe fine fpiders! But although 
I dote upon curious workemanfhip, yet I loove not artificiall 
poyfon ; and am almoft angrie with the trimmeft f{pinners, 
when they extort venom out of flowers, and will needes de- 
file their friends libraries with thofe encroching cobwebbs. 
Iwis, it were purer Euphuifme to winne hooney out of the 
thiftle, to fweeten alde with fugar, to perfume the ftinking 
agapenum with mufke, and to mitigate the heat of eufor- 
bium with the juice of the lilly. Tufh! you are a filly 
humanitian of the old world ; that was the fimplicitie of the 
age that loved frendfhip more then gold, and efteemed 
every thing fine that was neat and holefom: all was pure 
that was feafoned with a little falt, and all trimme that 
was befprinkled with a fewe flowers: now the fierceft gun- 
pouder, and the rankeft pikefawce, are the braveft figures of 
rhetorique 27 ef/fe, and he the onely man at the fcriveners 
piftoll, that will fo zxceffanthe haunt the civilian and devine, 
that, to avoide the hoat chafe of his frierte quill, they fhalbe 
conftraincd to enfconfe themfelves in an old urinall cafe. Give 
me fuch a Bonifacius. Now well-worth fome termes of 
aqua fortis ata pinch! and wellcome urinall cafe, a fit fconfe 
for fuch valiant termes, and a meete bulwarke againft that 
fierie quill! I have already felt his pulfe, and cannot well 
caft his water without an urinall, either old or new; but an 
old urinall will not fo handfomly ferve the turne: it would 
be as new as the capcafe of Straunge Newes; but @ pure 
mirrour of an impure ftate; ucezther grofe, the clearer to re- 
prefent a grofe fubftance; nor grecn, the livelyer to expreffe 
fome greene colours, and other wanton accidents ; zor any- 
way a harlot, the trulyer to difcoover the ftate of a harlatrie. 
I have feene as hoat an agent made a tame patient, and 
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gladd to enfconfe the dregges of his fhame in an old urinall. 
It is a blabb, but not every mans blabb, that cafteth a 
fheepes eye out of a calves head; but a blabb with judge- 
ment; but a blabb that can make excrements bluth, and 
teach Chawcer to retell a Canterbury Tale. But fuch great 
judicials requier fome little ftuddie, and S. Fame is difpofed 
to make it a hallyday. She hath already put on her wifpen 
garland over her powting cros-cloth, and behold ! with what 
an imperiall majeftie fhe commeth riding in the ducking- 
chariot of her triumphe. I was never fo ficke of the milt, 
but I could laugh at him that would feeme a merry man, 
and cannot for his life keepe-in the breath of a fumith foole. 
Phy! long Megg of Weftminfter would have bene ashamed 
to difgrace her Sonday bonet with her Satterday witt. She 
knew fome rules of decorum; and although she were a 
luftie, bounfing rampe, fomewhat like Gallemella or Maide 
Marian, yet was she not fuch a roinish rannell, or fuch a 
diffolute gilian flurtes as this wainfcot-faced tomboy, that 
will needes be Danters Maulkin, and the only hagge of the 
preffe. I was not wont to endight in this ftile; but for 
terming his fellow Greene, as he was notorioufly knowen, 
the fcrivener of crosbiters, the founder of ugly othcs, 
the greene mafter of the blacke art, the mocker of the 
fimple world, e¢ cetera, fee how the daggletaild rampalion 
buftleth for the frank-tenement of the dunghill. I confeffe, 
I never knew my invective principles, or confuting termes, 
before ; and perhaps fome better fcholiars are nigh-hand as 
farre to feeke in the kinde rudiments and proper phrafes of 
pure Nafherie. Why, thou errant butter whore (quoth he, 
or rather fhe), thou cotgueane and fcrattop of fcolds, wilt thou 
never leave affti€ting a dead carcaffe, continually read the 


150 Prerces Supererogation. 


rethorique lecture of Ramme Ally? A wtp, a wifp,a wifp! 
ripp, ripp, you kitchin-fiuffe wrangler! Holla, Sir! fweeter 
wordes would do no harme. Doubtleffe thefe emphaticall 
termes of the Ally, were layd afleepe for fome other ac- 
quaintance, not for me; (good fellowes muft be furnithed 
with oratorie, meete for their company) but it is fome 
mens evill lucke to ftumble in the way, when Will Sum- 
mcrs weapon is ready drawen ; and yet more poffible for 
him to ftay the {wing of his eger hand, then for Maulkin to 
ftay the dint of her moodie tongue, that can teach the 
ftorme-winde to fcould Englifh, and pleadeth naturall 
poffeffion of the cuckingftoole. It is good pollicie to yeeld 
to the furie of the tempeft; (the refoluteft harts are fayne 
to yeeld to the imperious jurifdiction of ftormes and 
fhrewes) and the ftamping feind, in the hoat-houfe of her 
foming oratorie, will have the laft word. Sweet goffip! dif- 
quiet not your loovely felfe ; the dunghill is your freehold, 
and the cuckingftoole your copyhold: I know none fo rank 
minded to enter upon your proper poffeffions, thy riot ; and 
in cafe thou wilt needes alfo be the fchoolemiftris of Ramme 
Ally, certainly thou defireft but thy right, that canft read 
a rhetorique, or logique lecture to Hecuba in the art of 
raving, and inftruct Tifiphone herfelfe in her owne gnafhing 
language. Other he, or fhe, drabs, of the curfteft or venge- 
ableft rankes, are but dipped or dyed in the art; not fuch 
a belldam in the whole kingdome of frogges, as thy croking, 
and moft clamorous felfe. Even Martins unbrideled ftile, 
and Pap-hatchets reaftie eloquence, is but a curtaild jade 
to thy long-taild colt. Let the clocke ftrike: I have loft 
more howers, and loofe nothing, if I finde equitie. Should 
the butterwhore befturre herfelfe like an arrant knight, and 
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try all the conclufions of her cherne, fhe might peradven- 
ture in fome fort pay thee home with fchoolebutter ; but 
undoubtedly fhe fhould have much adooe to ftoppe thy 
oven-mouth with a lidde of butter, that haft {wapped downe 
a pounde of butter at a peece of a breakefaft, or elfe there 
be lyes; and art fuch a witch for a cherne, or a cheefe- 
preffe, as is not to be founde in the Mallet of Witches, or 
in Monfieur Bodines Demonomania. Three meales of a 
Lazarello make the fourth a Woolner; and it is a craven 
frying- pan that is affrayde of a butterwhore. No, no; the 
butterwhore is thy bondmaide in a bunch of keyes; and 
take heede, fyrrha, the Checfeknave be not her bondman 
in a loade of logges. She commeth not of the bloud of the 
threateners, but kitchinftuffe, and a cole-rake have, in times 
paft, bene of fome familiar acquaintance; and it is a badd 
paier of tongues that cannot make as good fport at a pinch 
as a paier of bellowes. Though a difh of buttered peafe be no 
great warriour, yet a meffe of buttered artichokes may per- 
haps hold you fome prettie tacke. Onely I barre thoffame 
hourfonne unlawfull termes, fteeped in cifternes of agua 
fortis and gunpowder: and have at you a gentle crafh, 
when it fhall pleafe the urinall and the dairy to give me 
leave to play with a butter-fly. I doe you the uttermoft 
credit in the world, that am ever glad to feeke dilatorie 
excufes, and to crave a terme ad delibcrandum. The for- 
tune of the field, with pike, or penne, is like the lucke of 
navigation, or the hap of marriage ; and I loove not greatly 
to chopp upon maine chaunces. Nothing venture, nothing 
loofe ; none of the worft rules, or cautels for their fecuritie, 
that can tell ftoryes of hap-hazard, and have knowen fome 
gallants more hardie then wife. Humanitie is defirous of 
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peace with the beft, and of truce with the worft ; and truly 
I never longed to fight it out with flat ftrokes, untill I muft 
needefly needes: but if there be no remedy by treatie, or 
amicable compofition, although I was ever a floweworme 
in the morning, yet I cannot abide to go to bedd with a 
dromedarie. I cannot marvell enough how the nimble bee 
fhould be ingendred of the fluggish oxe, or the lively wafpe 
of the dead horfe; but nature is a miraculous and omnipo- 
tent workeman, and I finde it true by experience that I 
muft learne to imitate by example, or prejudice myfelfe by 
favouring other. To prejudice were a fmall matter, where 
the partic levelleth at no great matter; but when a mans 
credit is affaulted with bugges-wordes, and his witt be- 
leaguered with the ever-playing shott of the preffe, wife- 
dome muft pardon him whom follie affaileth, and humanitie 
difpenfe with a neceffary apologie. I would I might make 
it a pollicie to make my adverfarie much, and much, and 
much better then he is; that I might reencounter him with 
the more reputation, or the leffe difparagement ; but it is 
his glory to shame himfelfe notorioufly, and he will needes 
proclaime his owne vanities in a thoufand fentences and 
whole volumes of ribaldry, not to be read but upon a muck- 
hill, or in the privyeft privie of the Bordello. Let his vices 
fleepe on a downe pillow ; would I could awaken his vertues, 
and ftopp their mouthes that wish me, in fober earneft, not 
to foile my hands upon fuch a contemptible rafcall, but to 
let the reckles villain play with his own shaddow: (truth is 
is my witneffe, divers honeft men of good reckoning, and 
fundry worshipfull gentlemen have advifed me in thofe 
very termes exprefly) but fithence I can doe him no good 
by perfwafion, it were follie to fuffer him to doe me harme 
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by detraétion. You that are not afcertained of the lewd 
and vile difpofition of the man imagin as favorably of him 
as charitie can poffibly conceive of an impudent railer and 
a prophane mouth; but you that can fkill of learning and 
loove fchollership give him his defert ; do equitie right and 
him no wrong, that wrongeth whom he lifteth. They that 
have leyfure to caft-away (who hath nct fome idle howers 
to loofe?) may perufe his guegawes with indifferency, and 
finde no arte but Euphuifme; no witt but Tarletonifme ; 
no honefty, but pure Scrogginifme; no religion, but precife 
Marlowifme ; no confideration, but meere Nashery; in briefe, 
no fubftance but light feathers; no accidents but lighter 
colours; no tranfcendents but lighteft phantafics, that fly 
aboove the higheft region of the cloudes, and purpofe to 
have a faying to the man in the moone. His mountaines 
of imagination are too-apparent ; his defignements of vanitie 
too-vifible ; his plots of ribaldry too-palpable ; his formes 
of libelling too-outragious: S. Fame, the goddeffe of his 
devotion; S. Blafe, the idoll of his zeale; S. Awdry the 
lady of his love, and the young vicar of old S. Fooles his 
ghoftly father. I have heard of many notable prowde fooles, 
read of many egregious afpiring fooles, feene many hautie 
vayneglorious fooles, woondred at many bufie tumultuous 
fooles; but never fawe fuch a famous arrogant conccited 
foole, the very tranfcendent foole of the ship, that hugely 
contemneth all the world but his owne flimflams ; and 
againft all pollicie, maketh his adverfary more then an affe, 
and leffe then nothing; whofe victory otherwife mought 
peradventure have feemed fomething. But to overcrow an 
affe is a fory conqueft, and a miferable trophy for fo douty 
a fquier. There were wayes enough of aunfwearing, or 
20 
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confuting with varietie and reafon; to his owne credite, 
the fatisfaction of other, and my contentment ; although hee 
had not defperately and fcurriloufly broken-out into the 
fowleft and filthieft fcurfe of odious termes that villany 
could invent, or impudency utter. Iwis, hee mought have 
{pied a difference betweene ftaring and ftarke-blinde ; be- 
twene raging and ftarke-madd; betweene confuting and 
rancke rayling in the groffeft fort. Had hee feafoned his 
{tile with the lcaft fpice of difcretion, or tempered his un- 
meafurable licentioufneffe with any moderation in the world, 
or hadd hee not moft arrantly laboured to fhew himfelfe the 
very brafen forhead of impudency, and the iron mouth of 
malediction, without all refpect, he mought eafily have 
found me the calmeft and traétableft adverfary that ever he 
provoked; as reafonable for him as for mifelfe in caufes of 
equity, and as partiall to foe as to freend in controverfies 
of tructh. But it is the topp-gallant of his braveft bravure, 
to be a creator of affes, a confuter of affes, and a conquerour 
of affes; affes are borne to beare and birdes to foare aloft. 
No winges to the winges of felf-conceit, nor any failes to 
the failes of wordes; but hagard winges are fometimes 
clipped, and hoifed fayles oftentymes humbled. Wordes 
amount, like caftels of vapours or pillars of fmoke, that 
make a mighty fhowe in the aier and ftraight vanifh-away. 
Howbeit, envie is a foking regifter, and fpite a remem- 
brancer of truft. That would be written in a glaffe of wine 
is otherwhiles founde in tables of marble, and indentures of 
wainfcot. The oeftridge can devoure the ruft of iron, and 
the gall of prefent obloquy may be brucked; but the note- 
booke of malice is a monument of tuch-ftone, and the me- 
moriall of feude the clawe of an adamant. Pride fwelleth 
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in the penne of arrogancy ; vanitie bubleth in the mouth 
of folly ; rancour boileth in the hart of vengeance; mifchief 
hammereth in the head of villany, and no fuch art memora- 
tive as a crabtree defke. But in contempt of pride, I will 
fpeake one prowde word: vaine Nafh, whom all pofterity 
fhall call vaine Nath, were thou the wifeft man in England, 
thou wouldeft not, or were thou the valianteft man in 
England, thou durft not have written as thou haft defperatly 
written according to thy greene witt; but thou art the 
boldeft Bayard in print, a hare-braind foole in thy head, a 
vile fwad in thy hart, a fowle lyer in thy throate, and a 
vaine-glorious affe in thy pen, as I will proove upon the 
carkaffe of thy wit and carriage through-out all the pre- 
dicaments of proofe. I hate malice in mifelfe, but loove 
not to be an upholfter of ftuffed and bombafted malice in 
other. And bicaufe thou termeft me an old fencer, (indeede 
I was once Tom Burleys fchollar) and needeft difpling af- 
much as any rake-hell in England, wherefoever I meete 
thee next, after my firft knowledge of thy perfon, (not for 
mine owne revenge, but for thy correction) I will make 
thee a fimple foole, and a double fwad, afwell with my hand 
as with my tongue; and will engrave fuch an epitaph with 
fuch a Kyrieelefon upon thy fcull, as fhall make thee re- 
membred when Syr Gawins fcull fhall be forgotten. Some 
bibber of Helicon will deeme it worth eternall record; and 
if thou entreate me not the fayrer (hope of amendment 
preventeth many ruines) truft me, I will batter thy carrion 
to dirt whence thou camft, and fquife thy braine to fnivell 
whereof it was curdled; na, before I leave poudring thee, 
I will make thee fweare thy father was a ropemaker, and 
proclaime thifclfe the bafeft drudge of the preffe ; with fuch 
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a ftraunge confutation of thine owne Straunge Newes, as 
fhall bring Sir Vainglory on his knees, and make Mafter 
Impudency blufh like a virgin. Thy witt already maketh 
buttons ; but I muft have S. Fame difclaime her blacke 
Sanctus, and Nafhes devout fupplication to God to forgive 
Pierces reprobate Supplication to the Divell. It muft be 
roundly done, or I will, with a charme for a full ftomache, 
make the gorge of thy belching rhetorique, and the paunch 
of thy furfetting poetry fling figures upward and downeward. 
Phy! what neede that be fpoken? True, there is choice 
enough of fweeter flowers, and neat oratory interteineth 
neateft civilitie ; (what relifn fo pleafent as the breath of 
Suada, or what fmell fo aromaticall as the voyce of the 
mufes ?) but the mouth of a rude affe can taft no other 
lettice, and the fpawne of a beaftly dogfith will underftand 
no other language but his owne. Fury muft be tamed with 
fury, according to Homer that teachcth the God of the 
field to ftrike home; obftinacy awed with obftinacy; force 
maftred with force; threatnings cooled with threatnings ; 
contempt aunfwered in his owne toungue, and feeing the 
wild colt is fo unreafonably lufty, I meane, percafe, either to 
make his courage crowch forward, or his art winch back- 
ward. I have twentie and twentie charmes for the breaking 
of ftubborne jades, for the biting of mad dogges, for the 
ftinging of fcorpions, for the darting of urchins, for the 
haunting of fprites, for the ftorming of tempeftes, for the 
blafting of lightning, for the ratling of thunder, and fo forth ; 
even for the craking of an hundred Paphatchets, or a thou- 
fand Greenes, or ten thoufand Nafhes peagoofes. And in 
cafe all happen to faile (for it muft be a mightie exorcifme 
that can conjure downe fpite) I have a probatum cf, of a rare 
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and powerable vertue, that will hold the nofe of his or his 
conceit to the grindftone ; and make gentle villanie confeffe 
all the fhreddes and ragges of his flafhingeft termes are 
worne to the ftumpes. The defperate foole may clawbacke 
himfelfe awhile ; but it is poffible he may foone finde, by 
founde experience, he brayeth open warre againft him that 
can bray the affe-drumme in a morter, and ftampe his Jewes- 
trumpe to pinduft. Tom Drumme, reconcile thifelfe with 
a counter-fupplication, or fuerly it is fatally done, and thy 
S. Fame utterly undone, world without end. As favory a 
fainct, by the verdict of that excellent gentlewoman, as the 
cleanely disburfing of the dirtpurfe of Sir Gargantua, that 
made king Charlemaine and his worthy chivalry laugh fo 
mightily, that their heads aked eight dayes after. A meet 
idoll for fuch a beadman. 

I have digreffed from my purpofe, and wandred out of 
my accuftomed way ; but when the butter-milke goeth on 
pilgrimage, you muft give the butterwhore leave to play the 
arrant knight a crafh, and to make it a gangine weeke for 
once. Ganging weeke ? na, a ganging day, I trow, is a large 
allowance, and enough to betire a poore ftragling wench 
for all her bragges. Never fory laffe fo pittifully aweary of 
her ragged petticote and dagled taile, the tattered livery of 
the confuting gentleman. Let it go, and the wifpe go with 
it! I honour the meekeft humility, but fcorne the infolenteft 
arrogancy under my foote; and fay to the higheft imagina- 
tion of vanity, Thou art a proude fopp. When thou carrieft 
thy witt loftieft, and prankeft-upp thy felfe-loove in his 
gawdieft colours, thou art but an affes head, and a peacockes 
taile. Loove other, and thou mayft be looved of other for 
pure charity ; hate other, and thou art one of the moft 
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odious paddes in the world: a Turke for M. Afchams 
archers to shoote-at, and a Jewes eye for Chriftian needles. 
Now, a little breathing pawfe will do no harme. 

Were not malice as wilfull in maintaining abufe, as rash 
in offering the fame, and arrogancy as obftinate in the 
conclufion, as violent in the premiffes, I readily could, and 
willingly would undertake a more temperate and pleafing 
courfe ; but the faireft offer is fowly contemned, the gentleft 
fuite unkindly repulfed: fay I what I can, malice wilbe 
itfelfe ; or do I what I can, arrogancy wilbe itfelfe, and no 
other impreffion can finke into the hart of {pite, or the eare 
of pride, but inftigations of fpite, or fuggeftions of pride. 
Other motives are mecre fimplicities ; and every treaty of 
pacification, or parly of reconciliation, the shaking of an 
afpen leafe. The devils oratour is an heralde of warre, not 
a legate of peace ; and his dammes poet, the rankeft chal- 
lenger at short, or long, that ever fent defiance in white, or 
blacke. To refufe the tryall would, in the common opinion, 
feeme a shame ; to accept the offer, in the beft judgements, 
is a shame; to take the foile were a difcredit ; to give the 
foile is no credit. A hard cafe, where patience may be 
fuppofed fimple, and avengement will be reputed unwife ; 
where I cannot hold my peace without warre upon warre, 
nor fpeake without blame upon blame; where I muft either 
be a paffive or an active affe in print. I ftand not upon the 
point of honour, or upon termes of reputation; but as it is 
a glory for the inferiour to offer the combat, like the cham- 
pion of prowes or the duellift of courage, fo I would the 
fuperiour might refufe that without prejudice, which he 
cannot undertake without difparagement, or performe with- 
out obloquic. To fpoile Pierce Penniles were a poore 
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booty, and to make Thomas Nash kiffe the rod (by her 
favour that hath pleafurably made hima Sw/tan Temunboius, 
and another A/manus Hercules, the great captaine of the 
boyes) were as fory a victory, but only in her Bello Enboico, 
or in her main-battaile of fcouldes. Yet fceing he provoketh 
me fo malapertly hand to hand, and feeing the infancy of 
his fancy will not otherwife be weaned from his cranke con- 
ceit, better fuch a victory with fome inconvenience, (for I 
hope I may without arrogancy prefume of the victory) then 
continuall difturbance with more and more mifchief. Heétor 
never raged amongft the Grecians, nor Achilles amongft 
the Trojans, as Meridarpax, the moft furious and thrife- 
redoubted captaine of the mife, rufhed upon the wofull 
frogges in that heroicall battaile. But Meridarpax him- 
fclfe, in his impetuous and maffacrous fallyes, never made 
fuch a havocke of the miferable frogges as this fwafh-pen 
would make of all Englifh writers, howfoever garnifhed 
with eloquence, or ftored with matter, might he be fuffred 
to hewe them downe, like ftockes or fhrubbes, without con- 
trowlement. He wil foone be ripe, that already giveth fo 
lufty onfets, and threateneth fuch defpcrate maine carreers 
as furpaffe the fierceft cavalcads of Bellcrophon, or Don 
Alonfo @ Avalos. Nothing curtaileth the courage of his 
bravery, or dawnteth the {welling chivalry in his noftrels, 
but that excellent learning is not efteemed as it deferveth, 
nor fingular men advaunced according to the merites of 
their worthineffe. Might Penniles, fingular Penniles, be the 
preferrer of his owne vertue, or judge of his owne caufe (as 
he couragioufly contendeth) I beleeve a velvet coate were 
fcantly good enough for his wearing, that now remaineth 
moft humbly, and thrice-affe€tionatly bounden to the right 
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honorable printing-houfe, for his poore fhifts of apparell, 
and his rich capp of maintenaunce. An anatome of the 
minde and fortune were refpectively as behoovefull and ne- 
ceffary as an anatome of the body; but this captain-con- 
futer (like gallant Lobbellinus in a new livery) neither 
knoweth himfelfe nor other, yet prefumeth he knoweth all 
things, with an overplus of fomewhat more, in knowing his 
railing grammar, his raving poetry, his roifting rhetorique, 
and his chopping logique: with whofe helpe he hath 
thwitled the milpoft of his huge and omnipotent conceit to 
a pudding-pricke of Straunge Newes. Straunge newes, in- 
deede, that Pierce Penniles fhould create more affes in an 
hower, then the brave king of Fraunce (now the mightieft 
warriour in Chriftendome, and a great advauncer of valour) 
hath dubbed knightes in his raigne. The ironyes of So- 
crates, Ariftophanes, Epicharmus, Lucian, are dwt cartcrly 
adcrifions ; the ironyes of Tully, Quintilian, Petrarch, Pon- 
tane, Sanazarius, king Alphonfus, but the fory ¥e/tes of the 
Counfelltable Affe, Richard Clarke, the ironyes of Erafmus in 
his Prayfe of Folly; of Agrippa, in his Difprayfe of Sciences ; 
of Cardan in his Apology of Nero, like Ifocrates commenda- 
tion of Bufiris, or Lucians defence of Phalaris the tyrant, 
but good beare bite not; the ironyes of Sir Thomas More in 
his Utopia, poemes, letters, and other writings, or of any 
their imitatours at occafion, but the gzrdcs of every mulke- 
maide, They were filly country fellowes that commended 
the bald pate, the feaver quartane, the fly, the flea, the gnat, 
the fparrow, the wren, the goofe, the affe; flattery, hypocrifie, 
coofinage, bawdery, leachery, buggery, madneffe itfelfe! 
What dunfe, or Sorbonift, cannot maintaine a peradoxe ? 
What pefant cannot fay to a glorious foldiour, Pa/chre 
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michercule dictum, et faptentcr: or, laute, lepidr, nthil fupra: 
or, Regem elegantem narras; or, A man is a man, though he 
have but a hofe upon his head, or fo forth. No /uch light 
payment, Gabriell, at Pierce Penniles, or Thomas Nashes 
hand. They are rare and dainty wittes that can roundly 
call a man affe at every third word, and make not nice to 
befoole him in good fullen earneft; that can ftrangle the 
prowdeft breath of their pennes, and meaneth to borrow a 
fight of their giddieft braines, for a perfect anatome of 
vanitie and follie. Though ftrong drinke fumeth, and agua 
fortis fretteth, yet I will not exchaunge my milke-maides 
irony, for his draff-maides affery. It is not the firft time, 
that I have difputed de umbra afini, and prooved the fox, 
the finder, as wily a pigeon as the cunning goldfmith that 
accufed his neighbour and condemned himfelfe. A melan- 
choly boddy is not the kindeft nurfe for a chearely minde, 
(the joviall complexion is foverainly beholding to nature,) 
but I know not a finer transformation in Ovid then the 
Metamorphofis of dudgen earneft into fport; of harfh fower 
into fweet; of loffe into gaine; of reproch into credit; of 
whatfoever badd occurrence into fome good. I was never 
fo fplenetique, when I was moft dumpith, but I could fmile 
at a frife jeft, when the good man would be pleafurable, 
and laugh at fuftion earneft, when the merry man would be 
furly. Straunge Newes wilbe as pleafant as a cricket, by 
cattes panges; and where fuch a turlery-ginkes of conccit, 
or fuch a gibbihorfe of paftime as Straunge Newes? But 
fillip him, or twitch him never fo little, and not fuch a powt- 
ing wafpe in Ramme Ally, or fuch a winching jade in Smith- 
feld. Then aff, and worfe then a Cumane affe, and foole, 
and dolt, and idiot, and dunfe, and dorbell, and dodipoul, and 
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Gibalter, and Gamalicll Hobgoblin, and Gilgilis Hoberdchoy ; 
and all the rufty-dufty jeftes in a country are too little for 
his great confutation, that is lineally defcended ab eguis ad 
asinos ; and taketh on, like Hob-all-as, a ftout king of the 
Saracens. When I am better grammered in the accidents 
of his proper idiotifme, and growen into fome more ac- 
quaintance with his confuting dictionary, I may, peradven- 
ture, confter and pierce the whole alphabet of his fweet 
eloquence a little better, and make fome farther triall of 
M. Afchams double tranflation, a pretty exercife in a fit 
fubject. Meane-while I am glad to fee him fwimme upp to 
the beardlcffe chinne in a fea of hoony and ypocrafe, that 
fo lately was plunged ina gulfe of other liquor, and parloufly 
dafhed upon the horrible rocke of defperation. It is good, 
they fay, to be merry and wife. 

Poggins was merry, and Panormitan wife; Marot was 
merry, and Bellay wife; Scoggin was merry, and the lord 
Cromwell wife; Greene was merry, and Sir Chriftopher 
Hatton wife; Nafh is merry, and there be enough wife, 
though his mothers fonne be Pierce Penniles. Or if thou 
beift wife, or wouldeft feeme no foole, beware of cafualtics, 
and a new attractive. Thy tounguc is a mighty loade-ftone 
of affes, and muft do afmuch for thine owne naturall eares 
as the magnet doth for iron. As good do it at-firft as at- 
laft ; and better voluntary confefhon with favour, then en- 
forced profeffion with more fhamcfull penance. a/aams 
affe was wife that would not run upon the angels fword ; 
“Efops affe no foole, that was gladd to fawne upon his 
mafter like a dogge; Lucrans afse, albeit he could not fly, 
like the witch his hoftiffe, (whofe miracles he thought to 
imitate, had not her gentle maide coofened him with a wrong 
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boxc) yet could he politiquely fave himfelfe, pleafe, or eafe 
his mafters, delight his miftriffes, fhewe many artificiall 
feates, amaze the beholders, drinke the pureft wine in Thef- 
falonica, and finally eate rofes, afwell as thiftles. Apz/[e]zus 
afse was a pregnant Lucianift, a cunning ape, a looving 
worme, and (what worthyer prayfe?) a golden affe; A/achza- 
vels afse of the fame mettall, and a deepe politician like his 
founder, could provide for one better than the fparrow or 
the lilly ; Agrippas a/se, a woonderfull compound, and (may 
I fay ?) a divine beaft, knew all things like Salomon, and 
bore all burdens like Atlas. The great library of king 
Ptolemy in Egipt, reported to have bene replenifhed with 
feventy thoufand volumes, not fuch a library of bookes, or 
fuch an univerfitie of arts and fciences as Agrippas affe. 
They that reverence the wondrous prophecies of the Cuname 
fibyll, Amalthea, the chiefeft of the ten infpired fibylles, 
defende, or favour the excellent qualities of the Cumane afse, 
efteemed by Varro, the moft profitable fervant of that 
country, and by Columella, the moft neceffary inftrument 
of all countryes. very afse is naturally a well difpofed 
creature, and (as the learned rabbines have written) a mirrour 
of clemency, patience, abftinence, labour, conftancy, and 
divine wifedome. No fuch fchoolemafter for a wild boy, or 
a rath foole, as the fober and ftayed affe, the country man 
of the wife Apollo, and the feven wife mafters. 

Venerat et fenior pando Silcnus afello. Silenus, the tender 
fofter-father and fage tutour of the wanton and frolicke 
Bacchus, afterward how brave and frutefull! What an 
Orientall worthy! what an Indian conquerour! what a 
feftivall god! When Priapus, the fhameleffe god of the 
garden (fo gentility called that lcachcrous divill) attempted 
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to furprife Vefta fleeping, what an honorable pcece of fer- 
vice performed the honeft affe, that with his lowde braying 
detected that villanous affault ? what heathen memoriall 
more fhamefull to that infamous god then ¢he folemne facrt- 
fice of that famous beaft, celebrated by the Lampfacens, in 
revengement and reproche of that treafonable enterprife ? 
But what treafon like the treafon of politique Achitophell, 
and plaufible Abfolon, that moft difloyally and defperatly 
rebelled againft the facred majeftie of the moft valorous and 
incomparable worthy king David? and what reward or 
advauncement meeter for fuch treafon then hanging? And 
who carried the wife Achitophel to hanging, but A/s owne 
fooli{fh affe? And who carried the defperate Abfolon to 
hanging, but Azs owne fobcr mule? What fhould I furcharge 
your memory with more hiftories att-once? He that re- 
membreth the governement of Balaams affe, Atfops affe, 
Lucians affe, Apuleius affe, Machiavels affe, Agrippas affe, 
the Cumane affe, the Rabbines affe, Apollos affe, the feven 
Sages affe, Silenus affe, Priapus affe, Achitophels affe, and 
Abfolons mule little needeth any other tutour, or coun- 
fellour. Some would prefume to alledge the fingular and 
peerleffe example of the Chriftian poet, 


Tile viam oftendit, vilt qua veéius afcllo 

Rerum opifex. | 
Agrippa, Cardan, Trithemius, Erafmus, and divers other 
notable fchollars, affecting to fhew the variety of their read- 
ing, and the omnifufficiencie of their learning, have bene 
boulder in quoting fuch reverend examples upon as light or 
lighter occafion; but humanitie muft not be too fawcie 
with divinitic, and enough is better then a feaft. Swect 
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Apuleius, when thou haft wiped thy mouth with thine owne 
affe-dung, and thine owne toungue hath fayd unto thy pen, 
Pen, thou art an affe, then fellow-affes may shake handes, 
and they clapp their hands that have heard the Comedie of 
A delphi, or the two affes ; a more notable pageant then the 
interlude of the two Sofias, or the two Amphitryos, or the 
two Mencechmi, or the two Martin Guerras, or any fuch 
famous paire of the true perfon and the counterfait. But 
affes carrie myfteries, and what a riddle is this, that the 
true man fhould be the counterfait, and the falfe fellow the 
true affe ? Or what a fecret in philofophie fhall I reveale, as 
unto the fonnes of the art, when I tell you affes milke is 
reftorative, good for the gowte, for the blouddie flixe, 
for the clearneffe of the fkinne; affes bloud good for the 
feaver lurdane; affes flefh fodden good for the leprofie; affes 
liver rofted good for the falling fickneffe; afses hooves, 
burned to afhes, good alfo for the fame ficknefse, for the 
kinges evill, for woomen labouring with a dead burden; 
afses bones well-boiled good againft the empoifonment of 
the fea-hare; afses ftale good for the raines of the backe, 
and a fine decorative to bewtifie the face by taking-of fpottes 
and blemifhes; afses dung a fweet nofegay to ftaunch bloud, 
a foverain fumigation to expell a dead birth out of the 
moothers woombe, and a faire emplafter for a fowle mouth, 
as it might be for the mouth of bawdery in ryme, or of 
blafphemie in profe. No Homericall Machaon, or Podalirius, 
comparable to the right afse, that teacheth the greateft 
empiriques, fpagiriques, cabalifts, alchimiftes, magicians, and 
occult philofophers, to wrap-up their profoundeft and un- 
revealable myfteries in the thickeft fkinne, or rather in the 
clofeft intrals of an afse. I would fome open-mouthed 
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libertines, and profefsed atheifts had as deeply learned that 
cunning lefson. Even the dead carcafse of the afse in- 
gendreth the flying fcarabe, or fouring beetle, the noble and 
unreconcileable feudift ; of the egle of whom my brave ad- 
verfary, the famoufseft dor-beetle of this age, hath learned 
to contemne and deprave the two mounting zgles of the 
heavenly art of poetry, Buchanan in Latin verfe, and Bartas 
in French meeter ; whofe grofe imperfections he hath alfo 
vowed to publifh, with an irrefragable confutation of Beza, 
and our floorifhingeft new-writers, afwell in divinitie as in 
humanitie, onely divine Aretine excepted. But no thunder- 
blafing affrighteth or toucheth the right zgle, and the leaft 
feather of the right zgle can foone devoure the baftard 
winges of other envious and quarrelous birdes. What 
carrion afse was the fire of this unappeafable fcarabe; or 
what fcarabe fhalbe the fonne and heire of this carrion afse, 
I leave it wholy to the difcourfe of the learned exgles that 
were ever molefted with the buzzing flye, and fhall ever be 
haunted with the braying beaft. I muft fpin-up my tafke. 
And bicaufe the wild-afse wanteth a picker-devant, let him 
drinke his owne urine, tempered with fpicknard, as he 
caroufeth Helicon; and, according to the tradition of Vitalis 
de Furno, it will procure and encreafe haire, as kindly as 
the artificiall liniment of do¢tour Levinus Lemnius for a 
comely beard. And incafe he feareth his fellow Grcenes 
fluttith difeafe, let him read the naturall hiftories of the afse, 
and the fheepe, in Ariftotle, Pliny, or Gefner, and he fhall 
finde it one of their fpeciall priviledges to be exempted from 
the arreft of the fixfooted fergeant, a continuall haunter of 
other hairy beaftes, and onely favorable to the good afse 
and the gentle ftheepe. Or, if haply he would be fliod with a 
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pair of everlafting fhocs, like the talaria of Mercury, (for alas, 
that any gentleman of worth, or correctour of the lord du 
Bartas, fhould lye in the counter in his bootes for want of 
fhooes!) Albertus and Cardan will teach him to make in- 
corruptible fhooes of the durableft part of an afses hide, im- 
mortall leather. And 6! fweet Mufes of Parnaffus, are not 
the fweeteft pipes, and pleafanteft inftruments made of affes 
bones? Or do not the fkillfull geographers, Strabo and 
Pliny, call dainty Arcadia in Peloponefus, (the native country 
of the great Apollo) ‘he land of afses? Was not the re- 
nowned Pan, the politique captaine of the conqucrous 
Bacchus, and a fuppofed god in the Painim world, an Ar- 
cadian afse ? Was not prince Arcas, the brave fonne of king 
Jupiter, after his death honored with the glorious memoriall 
of the Great Beare in heaven, an Arcadian afse? Was not 
the Little Beare, his moother Califtro, an Arcadian afse ? 
Was not her father, the drad tyrant Lycaon, an Arcadian 
fox, an Arcadian woolfe, an Arcadian afse? Was not the 
mighty Atlas, the father of Maia and grandfather of Mer- 
cury, an Arcadian afse? Was not Mercury himfelfe, the 
moft-nimble and fupereloquent god, an Arcadian afse ? Was 
not Aftrophill, excellent Aftrophill (an other Mercury at all 
dexterities,and how delitious a planet of heavenly harmony!) 
by his owne adoption, an Arcadian afse ? Hiftories are no 
fnudges in matters of note, and afses had never Ieffe caufe 
to be afhamed of affes. When wife Apollo, when valorous 
Pan, when employable Mercury, when furmounting Atlas, 
when the Great and Little Beare of heaven, when excellent 
Aftrophil glory in the honorable title of Arcadian affes, who 
would not coovet to be recoonted in that memorable cata- 
logue? What generous or noble antiquitie may wage com- 
parifon with Statius Arcadians ? 
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Aftris Lunaque priorcs ? swectneffe itfelfewas the daughter 
and darling of Arcadia; and Arcadia the mother, the 
nurfe, the dug, the fweet-hart of fweetneffe itfelfe. O the 
fugar candy of the delicate bagpipe there! and 6 the licorife 
of the divine dulcimers there! No marvell though his 
mufique be fweeter, and fweeter, that is as fine an afinus ad 
/yram as the famous difciple of the worthy Ammonius, and 
hath Greenes mellifluous Arcadia as his fingers endes, the 
very funerall of the counteffe of Pembrookes Arcadia. His 
other habiliments and complements be innumerable, and I 
know not an affe but hath fome good quality, that is, fome 
fpeciall propertie of an afse, either profitable for commodity 
or pleafurable for delight, as an afse may be proffitable or 
pleafurable either fimply, or in fome refpeét. It was not 
for nothing that the braveft king that ever raigned upon 
earth, Alexander the Great, even greater then any Mars, 
or Jupiter, that ever brandifhed fcepter in the world, in his 
royal and valorous judgment preferred the afse before the 
man, when being folemnly commaunded, by oracle, to fley 
the firft living creature he fhould fortune to mcete withall, 
if after his puifsant and conquerous manner he would that 
day obtaine the victory, he happened to meete a good 
honeft country-man riding upon an afse, whofe prefent 
facrifice, as a moft acceptable oblation, made him victorious. 
Lefse marvell of the archbifhops aunfwere, in AZenfa Philo- 
fophica and Pontans Dialogues, that having reverently and 
devoutly preached on Palme Sunday of the fhee-afse, where- 
upon Chrift in humility voutfafed to ride, and after his 
lowly fermon mounting upon his lofty palfrey, was riding 
his way, fomewhat fatherly and gratioufly ftayed awhile to 
heare the old womans fuite, that came haftely running to- 
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wardes him, and boldly taking his horfe by the bridle, Now 
I befeech your grace, quoth fhe, is this the fhe-affe where- 
upon Chrift in humility rode? No, moother, quoth he, but a 
poore fole of that rich affe, and I a humble fervant of that 
high Lord. Good enough! quoth the wooman ; I knew not 
before that the gentle the-affe your grace preached of had 
fuch goodly foles: Yes, mother, quoth the bifhop, and a great 
deal goodlier then mine; and fo departed, leaving behind 
him an everlafting memory of that devout fermon, and that 
weighty communication with the wooman in honour of the 
affe, a frutefull parent of many goodly and pompous foles. 
I will not trouble Boccace, or Poggius for tales. He wasa 
naturall foole, that would have given his livery againe unto 
his Lord, bicaufe it was embrodered with affes heades, which 
made a comely fhowe upon his garment, and mought ful- 
well have befeemed fome richer coates. Could the mill, the 
plough, the packe, the hamper, the paniar, the cloakebagge, 
the burden, the fardell, the bagge and baggage, the cudgell, 
the goade, penury, famine, patience, labour itfelfe, fpeake, 
all other apologies were fuperfluous; they would frame a 
fubftantiail and neceffary defence of the affe, and experience 
would declame in commendation of his perpetuall exercife, 
travaile, induftry, valour, temperance, fufferance, magna- 
nimity, and conftancy, the honorableft and invincibleft 
vertues in the world. The wifeft ceconomy maketh efpeciall 
account of three fingular members; a marchants eare, a 
pigges mouth, and an afses backe. A fhert note, but worth 
all Tufsers or Catos husbandry. Had I more experience 
in fome cafes I could fay more; and as my experience in 
thofe cafes may happen to encreafe, or amount, I will not 
faile to tender my devoire. I have penned large difcourfes 
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in prayfe of ftuddy, meditation, conference, exercife, induftry, 
vigilancy, and perfeverance, the worthieft thinges in the 
circuite of the earth, (nothing under heaven equivalent to 
labour) and whatfoever I have addreffed in their behalfe, I 
may in fort alledge in honour of the afse; and compile 
whole volumes in his commendation, more available for 
commodity, and more necefsary for ufe, then the workes of 
fome great commenters in humanity, philofophy, hiftory, 
and other higher profefhons. He that can kindly play the 
right afse, in ignorance wil finde knowledge, in poverty 
wealth, in difplcafure favour, in jeopardy fecurity, in bondage 
freedome, in warre peace, in mifery felicity. Who fo 
thoroughly provided for both fortunes as he? or who fo 
ftrongly armed againft all cafualties as he? or what Seneca, 
Epictetus, Boetius, Petrarch, or Cardan, fo effcétuall a fchole- 
mafter of /uflene et abfline as he? or who fuch an cecono- 
mer to live as he? or who fuch a philofopher to dye as he? 
or what phyfitian for the boddy like him? or what lawier 
for the fubftance like him? or what devine for the minde 
like him? or where fuch a pra¢titioner of vertue as he? or 
where fuch a fortune-wright as he? or, finally, where fuch 
an apt fubjeét for the civill and morall reformation of the 
prudent Auguftus, the good Trajan, the gentle Marcus 
Antoninus, the vertuous Alexander Severus, the drad Sep- 
timius Severus, or any honorable prince, or politique tyrant, 
that, with a reverend authoritie, would eftablifh vertuous 
and awfull orders pf governement in his dominions ? 

But what an afse am I, that proceede fo coldly and dully 
in the apology of fo worthy a creature! What will you fay, 
Gentlemen, if I can proove with pregnant arguments, arti- 
ficially drawen from all the places of invention, according 


Pierces Supererogation. 171 


to Ramus, Rodolphes, or Ariftotles logique, that the fire- 
breathing oxen and mighty dragon, which kept the moft 
famous golden fleece, the glorious prize of brave Jafon, were 
afses of Colchos? that the watchfull and dreadfull dragon, 
which kept the goodly golden apples in the occidentall 
ilands of the ocean, called Hefperides, one of the renowned 
prizes of dowty Hercules, was a Weft-Indian afse ? that the 
golden-horned and brafen-footed Menalian hart, the fierce 
Erymanthean bore, the hideous birdes Stymphalides, the 
puifsant Nemzan lion, and the feven hedded Lernzan hydra, 
which Hercules flew, were afses of Arcadia, and other ad- 
jacent countryes of Morea? (for Mznalus and Erymanthus 
were hilles in Arcadia, Stymphalus a lake in Arcadia, 
Nemza a wood in Argolis, and Lerna a fen in Argolis, an 
other fhire of Morea;) that the ferpent with the golden 
creaft, which kept the rich fountaine of Mars in Greece, 
and was flaine of valiant Cadmus, was an afse of Boétia, fo 
called @ dove, where the prophet Amphiaraus breathed in 
oracles? that the huge ferpent, Python de monte, ingendred 
fhortly after Deucalions deluge, which the Arcadian god of 
wifedome killed with his arrowes, the firft founders of the 
Pythian games, was a mighty afse of the mountaines ? that 
the mounting zgle, into which king Jupiter turned, not him- 
felfe but, Ganymedes, (whom he tooke with him, as his flying 
page, and ufed as his ftanding cupbearer) was a faithfull 
fervaunt and a perpetuall afse? that the hondred-eyed Argus, 
whome queene Juno appointed the keeper of Io, the faireft 
creature of the Arcadian herde, and whom Mercury lulla- 
byed afleep with a {weet fyrinx, or Arcadian pipe (many 
flratagemes and myfteries in that Arcadian pipe) was a 
blind afse of Arcadia? I fkip a thoufand memorable hiftories 
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that all they, by whatfoever noble or glorious names intituled, 
that having charge of greateft importance and ineftimable 
value committed to their vigilant and jelous cuftody, did 
attonce forego their treafure, their honour, and their life (as 
many great perfonages for want of circumfpection have 
done) were notorious arch-afses. If I cannot fubftantially 
proove all this, and for a neede evict by necefsary and im- 
niediate demonftration, that the great world is a great afse, 
afwell adéiu as potentio, and the microcofme a little afse, 
afwel hab:tu as affectione, fay 1 am a notable afse, afwell 
reas nomine. The philofopher that, feeking about with a 
candle at high noone, could not finde a man in a populous 
market without a candle would foone have pointed at a 
faire of afses ; and could quickly have difcoovered a frutefull 
generation in every element, in the water, on the earth, 


about the fier, in the aier. And the wife man, that faid, 


without exception, S¢altorum plena funt omnia, might 
eafely have bene entreated to have fet it downe for a foverain 
maxim, or generall rule, Afivorum plena funt omnia, The 
thundring oratour Demofthenes was not affraide to taunt 
Minerva, the armed goddeffe of fine Athens, for exhibiting 
favour to three unreafonable beaftes, the owle, the dragon, and 
the people ; counting the people the moft importunate and 
intolerable beaft of the three, by whofe appointment he was 
banifhed the dainty citty, the onely feate of his raigning 
eloquence. If the people of fine Athens were fuch a bar- 
barous and fenfeleffe brute, as their excellenteft oratours, 
philofophers, captaines, counfellours, and magiftrates founde 
to their coft ; and if the people of brave Roome, the lady 
and empreffe of the world, were fuch a bellowing beaft of 
many heads, as Horace called it, Tully prooved it, Scipio 
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fealt it, and Czfar himfelfe rued it, what may be faid 
of other people? Floorifhing Greece in many hundred 
yeares acknowleded but feven wife-men of fpeciall note; as 
the auncient world acknowledged but feven miracles, or 
magnificall fpeétacles worth the feeing ; and Callimachus, a 
{weet poet, recording the memorable and woonderfull thinges 
of Peloponefus, termed them paradoxes. Vertuous Italy, 
in a longer terme of dominion, with much adooe bred two 
Catos and one Regulus; but how many Sylvios, Porcios, 
Brutos, Beftias, Tauros, Vitellios, Capras, Capellas, Afinios, 
and fo forth? Other fingularities meete matter for Tullyes 
paradoxes: the world was never given to fingularities, 
and no fuch monfter as excellency. He that fpeaketh as 
other ufe to fpeake avoideth trouble; and he that doth as 
moft men doe fhalbe leaft woondred at. The oxe and the 
afse are good fellowes; the libbard and the foxe queint 
wifardes ; whatfoever aboove the common capacity, or ufual 
hability, a parodoxe. I will not bethinke myfelfe of the 
rigorous fentences of ftoicall philofophers, or the biting 
apothegs of feditious malcontents, or the angry fayings of 
froward faturniftes, or the tumultuous proverbes of muti- 
nous people (I have fmall affection to the reafons that are 
drawn from affection) ; but were not the world an univerfall 
oxe, and man a generall affe, how were it poffible that fo 
many counterfait flightes, crafty conveiances, futtle fo- 
phiftications, wily coofenages, cunning impoftures, and 
deepe hypocrifies, fhould overflow all? fo many opinions, 
paradoxes, fectes, fcifmes, herefies, apoftacies, idolatries, 
atheifmes, fhould pefter the church ? fo many fraudes, fhiftes, 
collufions, coovens, falfifications, fubornations, treacheries, 
treafons, factions, commotions, rebellions should difturbe 
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the commonwealth? It is a world to confider what a world 
of follyes and villanies poffeffeth the world, onely bicaufe 
the world is a world, zd ¢/¢, an affe?) And would the preffe 
fuffer this fcribling affe to dominere in print, if it were 
not a preffe, zd eft, an affe? And would the preffe fuffer 
this fcribling affe to domineer in print, if it were not a 
prefse, zd ¢/t, an afse? Might it pleafe his confuting aship, 
by his favorable permiffion, to fuffer one to reft quiet, he 
might, with my good leave, be the graund generall of afses, 
or raigne alone in his proper dominion, like the mighty 
Afsyrian king, even Phul Afsar himfelfe, the famous fon of 
the renowned Phul Bullochus. For fo the gentlewooman 
hath intituled him in a place, or two, that hath vowed the 
canonization of Nashes S. Fame, in certaine difcourfes of 
regard, already difpatched to my fatisfaction, and almoft 
accomplished to her owne intention. It may, peradventure, 
be his fortune to leave as glorious a nephew behinde him 
as ever was the redoubted Lob-afsar-duck, an other noble 
king of Affyria, not forgotten by the faid excellent gentle- 
woman, but remembred with fuch a grace as bewtifieth 
divine wittes. Kind-hart hath already offered faier for it, 
and were it not that the great Phul Affar himfelfe had fore- 
ftalled, and engrofed all the commodities of Affyria, with 
all the encomium of affes, into one hand, it fhould have gone 
very-hard, but this redoubted Lob-affar-duck would have 
retailed, and regrated fome precious part of the faid com- 
modities and advauncements. He may haply in time, by 
efpeciall favour and approoved defert, (what meanes of 
preferment to efpeciall favour and approoved defert ?) be 
interteined as a chapman of choice, or employed as a factour 
of truft, and have fome ftables of affcs at his appointment, 
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as may feeme meeteft for his carriages and conveiances,. 
For mine owne part, I muft be contented to remaine at his 
devotion, that hath the whole generation of Affyrians at 
commaundenient, with a certaine perfonall priviledge, or 
rather an imperiall prerogative, to create and enftall affes at 
pleafure. Had I not lately revifited the Affyrian hiftory 
with the faid vertuous gentlewooman, one of the gallanteft 
ornaments of her fexe, I mought perchaunce have omitted 
this fmall parcell of his great honour, and left the commen- 
dation of the affe more unperfeét, which notwithftand- 
ing I muft ftill leave moft-unperfeét, in refpect of his un- 
fpeakable beau-defert. Unto whom, for a farewell, I can 
wifh no more than accomplifhed honour, nor no leffe then 
athleticall health. A fhort exhortation will ferve Socrates 
to continue like himfelfe. A roach not founder then a 
haddocke, or the ftockfifh, that Pliny termeth @/e//us ; and 
nothing fo unkindly hurteth an affe as the two melancholy 
beaftes, cold and the drowfie fickneffe ; the caufe why affes 
cannot abide to inhabite the moft cold and frofen territories 
of Scythia, but are glad to feeke their fortunes in other 
countryes, and to colonife in warmer feats. Blame him 
not that fayth, Zhe weather 1s cold, and [ am wearte with 
confuting: and in another place, Had J my health, now 
I had leyfure to be merry; for I have almoft wafht my 
hands of the Dociour. Now I fee thou art a good fellow 
by thine own confeffion, and wilt not give the affes head 
for the wafhing; cold, and the drowfie ficknefse, are thy 
two mortall enemies: when they are fled the country, 
like fugitive and difmall birdes, let us have a flitch of 
mirth, with a fiddle of the pureft afse-bones ; onely I barre 
the cheeke bone for feare of Sampfons tune, more then 
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heroicall. But the fpring-tooth in the jawe will do us no 
harme, although it were a fountaine of mufcadell, or a con- 
duict of ypocrafe. Many are the miracles of right vertue ; 
and he entreth an infinite labyrinth, that goeth about to 
praife Hercules, or the afse, whofe labours exceede the 
labours of Hercules, and whofe glory furmounteth the topp 
of Olympus. I were beft to end before I beginne, and to 
leave the autor of afses where I found the afse of autors. 
When I am better furnifhed with competent provifion, (what 
provifion fufficient for fo mighty a province 2) I may haply 
afsay to fulfill the proverbe by wafhing the afses headd, and 
fetting the crowne of higheft praife upon the crowne of 
young Apuleius, the heire apparent of the old afse, the moft 
glorious olde afse. 

Ihave written in all forts of humours privatly, I am per- 
fwadcd, more then any young man of my age in England. 
They be the wordes of his owne honorable mouth; and the 
golden afse, in the fuperabundance of his rich humours, 
promifeth many other golden mountaines, but hath never a 
fcrat of filver. Had Ariftophanes Plutus bene outwardly as 
liberall as Greenes Mercury was inwardly prodigall, he 
muft needes have bene the onely orientall ftarre of this 
language; and all other writers, old or new, in profe or 
verfe, in one humour or other, but fory occidentall ftarres. 
Onely externall defects, quoth himfelfe, are caft in his dith ; 
for internall graces and excellenteft perfections of an ac- 
complifhed minde, who but he? Come, divine poets and 
fweet oratours, the filver ftreaming fountaines of flowingeft 
witt and fhiningeft art! come, Chaucer and Spencer, More 
and Cheeke, Afcham and Aftely, Sidney and Dier, come 
the deareft fifter of the deareft brother, the fweeteft daughter 
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of the fweeteft mufes, onely one excepted, the brighteft 
diamant of the richeft eloquence, onely one excepted, the 
refplendenteft mirrour of feminine valour, onely one ex- 
cepted ; the gentlewooman of curtcefie, the lady of vertue, 
the countefse of excellency, and the madame of immortal] 
honour! come all the daintieft dainties of this toungue, and 
doe homage to your verticall ftarre, that hath all the fove- 
raine influences of the eloquent and learned conftellations 
at a becke, and paradifeth the earth with the ambrofiall 
dewes of his incomprehenfible witt! But what fhould I 
dally with hoony-bees, or prefume upon the patience of the 
gentleft fpirites that Englifh humanity affourdeth? Pardon 
me, excellent mindes, and I will here difmifse my poore 
milke-maide, nothing appliant to the delicate humour of 
this minion humorift and curtefan fecretary. Shall I fay, 
Phy ! upon arrant knavery, that hath never fucked his fill of 
moft odious malice; or, Out upon fcurrilous and obfcene 
villany ! nurfled in the boofome of filthieft filth, and hugged 
in the armes of the abominableft hagges of hell? Be it 
nothing to have railed upon doftours of the univerfitie, or 
upon lords of the court, (whom he abufeth moft infamoufly, 
and abjecteth as contemptuoufly as me); but what other 
defperate varlet of the world durft fo villanoufly have dif- 
famed London and the court, as he notorioufly hath done 
in thefe rafcall termes? Zell me, ts there any place fo lewde 
as this ladie London? nota wenche fooner crecpes out of the 
Shell but fhe is of the religion. The court I dare not touch, 
but fucrlie there be many falling ftarres, and but one true 
Diana, Not a wenche, a very univerfall propofition in fo 
large and honourable a citty ; and dt one, a very fhort ex- 
ception to a generall rule of the court. Floorifhing London, 
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the ftaple of wealth, and madame-towne of the realme, zs 
there no place fo lewde as thyfelfe? and noble court, the 
pallace of honour, and feate of majefty, haft thou dut one 
true Diana? Is it not nigh-hand time the young haddock 
were caught that can already nibble fo prettily ? Was he, 
thinke you, lodged in Cappadocia for fleeping by the funne 
and ftudying by the moone? Whom, or what, will not he 
fhortly confute with an overrunning furie, that fo bravely 
adventureth upon London and the court all-attonce ? 
Honour, regard thy good reputation, and ftaunch the ranke 
bloud of this arrant autor, as honeft a man as fome honeft 
wooman I could name, that keepeth her honefty as fhe doth 
her Friday faft. Suffer him to proceede as he prefumeth, 
and to end as he beginneth, and looke for a rarer beaft in 
England then a woolfe, and a ftraunger monfter in print then 
thedivine ruffian thatintituled himfelfe Flagellum Principum, 
and prooved Peftts Rerumpublicarum. My toungue is an 
infant in his idiotifme, and I had rather bleffe my peftilenteft 
enemy then curfe any; but fome little plaine dealing dooith 
not otherwhiles amiffe, where nothing but flat and ranke 
grofeneffe blotteth the paper, infecteth the aier, depraveth 
the good, encouragcth the badd, corrupteth youth, accloieth 
age, and annoyeth the world. Good faith is my witneffe, I 
neither affect to obfcure any light in an adverfary, nor defier 
to quench any honeft courage inan enemy ; but wifh every 
gift of heaven or earth, of minde or body, of nature or for- 
tune, redoubled in both, even in the greeneft adverfary and 
wildeft enemy; in whom I honour the higheft, and loove 
the loweft degree of excellency, but am not eafely coofened 
by imperfeétion, branded with the counterfait marke of per- 
fection. I am over-ready to pardon young overfights, and 
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forgive inconfiderate offences; but cannot flatter folly, or 
fawne upon vanity, or cocker ignoraunce, or footh-up untruth, 
or applaude to arrogancy, either in foe or frend. It con- 
cerneth every man to looke into his owne eftate with his 
owne eyes; but the young man, that will neither know 
himfelfe, nor acknowledge other, muft be told in brief what 
the common opinion reporteth at large. He hath little witt, 
leffe learning, left judgement, no difcretion, vanity enough, 
ftomacke at will, fuperabundance of felfe-conceit, outward 
liking to fewe, inward affection to none (his defence of 
Greene a more biting condemnation then my reproofe), no 
reverence to his patrons, no refpeét to his fuperiours, no 
regard to any but in contemptuous or cenforious fort, hatred 
or difdaine to the reft, continuall quarrels with one or other, 
(not fuch another mutterer or murmurer, even againft his 
familiareft acquaintance) an ever-grudging and repining- 
mind, a ravenous throte, a gluttonous mawe, a dronken 
head, a blafphemous tongue, a fifking witt, a fhittle nature, 
a revolting and runnegate difpofition, a broking and huck- 
ftering penne, ftore of rafcall phrafes, fome little ofa brabling 
fchollar, more of a raving fcould, moft of a roifterly ferving- 
man, nothing of a gentleman, leffe then nothing of a fine or 
cleanly artift. And as for termes of honefty or civility, 
(without which the fharpeft invention is unfavery, and the 
dainteft elocution lothfome) they are gibridge unto him, 
and he a Jewifh rabbin, or a Latin dunfe, with him that 
ufeth any fuch forme of monftrous termes. Aretine and 
the divels oratour would be afhamed to be convicted, or 
endighted, of the leaft refpective or ceremonious phrafe, but 
in mockage or coofenage. They neither feare goodman 
Sathan, nor mafter Beelzebub, nor fir Reverence, nor milord 
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Governement himfelfe. O wretched atheifme! hell but a 
{carecrow, and heaven but a woonderclout in their doétrine ; 
all vulgar, ftale, and fimple, that is not a note aboove 
Goddes-forbid. Whom durft not he appeach, revile, or 
blafpheme, that forged the abominableft booke in the world, 
De tribus Impofloribus Mundi: and whom will he forbeare, 
in any reafon, or confcience, that hath often protefted in 
his familiar hauntes to confute the worthy lord du Bartas, 
and all the famoutteft moderne-writers, faving him onely 
who onely meriteth to be confuted with unquenchable 
volumes of heaven-and-hell-fier. Perionius deciphreth the 
fowle preceptes and reprobate examples of his morall phi- 
lofophy in an invective declamation, generally addreffed 
unto all the princes of Chriftendome, but efpecially direéted 
unto the moft-Chriftian French-king, Henry the Second. 
Agrippa detefteth his monftrous veneries and execrable 
fodomies ; Cardan blafoneth him the moft impudent ribald 
that ever tooke penne in hand; Manutius invefteth him the 
ring leader of the corrupteft bawdcs and mifcreanteft rake- 
hells in Italy. His familiar acquaintance, Sanfovino, doth 
him never awhitt more creddit then needeth. Taffo dif- 
daineth his infolent and infupportable affectation of fingu- 
laritie. Jovius, in his Elogies, voutfaveth him not the 
naming: doubtleffe he was indued with an exceeding odd- 
witt, and I never read a more furpaffing-hyperbolicall ftile. 
Caftilios Courtier, after a pleafurable fort, graceth him with 
a deepe infight in the higheft types and idees of humane 
perfections, whereunto he moft curioufly and infatiably 
afpired. His wanton difciples, or vain-conceited favorites, 
(fuch crowes fuch egges,) in their fantafticall letters and 
bacchanall fonnets, extoll him monftroufly, that is, abfurdly, 
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as the onely monarch of witt, that is, the prodigall fonne of 
conceit, and the mortall god of all vertue, that is, the im- 
mortall divell of all vice. Oh, what grandiloquous epithets, 
and fupereminent titles of incredible and prodigious ex- 
cellency, have they beftowed upon the arch-miracle of the 
world, Signior Unico! not fo little as the huge Gargantua 
of profe, and more then the heaven-furmounting Babell of 
ryme. But what approoved man of learning, wifedome, or 
judgement, ever deigned him any honour of importance, or 
commendation of note? But the young darling of S. Fame, 
Thomas Nabh, alias Pierce Penniles, the fecond leviathan of 
profe, and an other Behemoth of ryme, he it is that is 
borne to glorifie Aretine, to difgrace Bartas, and to undooe 
me. Say I, write I, or dooe I, what I can, he will haunt 
and trounce me perpetually, with fpritifh workes of fupere- 
rogation, inceffant tormentours of the civilian and devine. 
Yet fome-boddy was not woont to endight upon afpen 
leaves of paper; and take heede, firrha, of the fatall quill, 
that fcorneth the fting of the bufie bee, or the fcratch of the 
kittifh fhrew. A bee? a drone, a dorre, a dor-bettle, a 
dormoufe; a fhrewe? a drab, a hag, a flibber-gibbet, a 
make-bate, the pickthanke of vanity, the pickpocket of 
foolery, the pickpurfe of all the palteries and knaveries in 
print. She doth him no wrong that doth him right, like 
Aftrzea, and hath ftiled him with an immortall penne, the 
bawewawe of {chollars, the tut of gentlemen, the fee-heegh 
of gentlewomen, the py of citizens, the d/urt of courtiers, 
the poogh of good letters, the fap of good manners, and the 
whoop-hooe of good boyes in London ftreetes. Nath, Nath, 
Nath (quoth a lover of truth and honefty); vaine Nath, 
railing Nafh, craking Nath, bibbing Nath, baggage Nafh, 
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fwaddifh Nafh, rogifh Nafh, Nafh the bellweather of the 
{cribling flocke, the fwith-fwath of the preffe, the bumm of 
impudency, the fhambles of beaftlines, the poulkat of Pouls- 
churchyard, the shrich-owle of London, the toade-ftoole of 
the realme, the fcorning-ftocke of the world, and the horrible 
confuter of foure letters! Such an antagonift hath fortune 
allotted me to purge melancholy, and to thruft me upon 
the ftage, which I muft now loade, like the old fubjeét of 
my new prayfe. There is no warring with‘ deftiny ; and 
the lord of my leyfure will have it fo. Much good may it 
do the puppy of S. Fame, fo to confute and fo to be con- 
futed! Where his intelligence faileth, (as God wotteth, it 
faileth often) he will be fo bold, without more inquiry, to 
checke the common fenfe of reafon with the proper fenfe of 
his imagination, infinitly more high in conceit, then deepe 
in underftanding ; and where any phrafe or word prefumeth 
to approch within his fwing, that was not before enrowled 
in the commen-places of his paperbooke, it is prefently 
meere inkhornifme; albeit he might have heard the fame 
from a thoufand mouthes of judgement, or read it in more 
then an hundred writings of eftimation. Pythagoras filence 
was woont to be a rule for ignorance or immaturity, (no 
better bitt for unlearned or unexpert youth then Pythagoras 
filence ;) but underftand, or not underftand, both are one: 
if he underftand it is dunfery, if he underftand not, it is 
either cabalifme in matter, or inkhornifme in forme: whether 
he be ripe, or unripe, all is raw, or rotten, that pleafeth not 
his imperiall taft. Had he ever ftudied any pragmaticall 
difcourfe, or perufed any treaties of confederacy, of peace, 
of truce, of intercourfe, of other forrein negotations, (that is 
fpecially noted for one of my inkhorne wordes,) or refearched 
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any a¢ctes and monuments, civill or ecclefiafticall ; or looked 
into any lawes, ftatutes, injunctions, proclamations, (na, it 
is one of his witty flowtes, 4e beginnes like a proclamation, 
but few treatifes better penned then fome proclamations :) 
or had he feene any autenticall inftruments, pragmatique 
articles, or other politique trai¢ts, he would rather have 
woondred I should ufe fo fewe formal! termes, (which I 
purpofely avoided, as not fo vulgarly familiar) then have 
marvelled at any which I ufed. He is of no reading, in 
comparifon, that doth not acknowledge every terme in thofe 
letters to be autenticall English; and allow a thoufand 
other ordinary pragmaticall termes, more ftraunge then the 
ftraungeft in thofe letters, yet currant at occafion. The 
ignorant idiot (for fo I will proove him in very truth) con- 
futeth the artificiall wordes which he never read; but the 
vayne fellow (for fo he prooveth himfelfe in word and deede) 
in a phantafticall emulation prefumeth to forge a mishapen 
rablement of abfurde and ridiculous wordes, the proper 
bodges of his newfangled figure, called foolerifme: fuch as 
inkhornifme, abfontf{me, the moft copious Carmintft, thy car- 
minicall art, a providtitore of youug f{chollars, a corrigidore 
of incongruitic, a queft of cavalteros, tnamoratos on their 
workes, a theologicall Gimpanado, a Dromidote Ergont/ft, 
Jacrilegioufly contaminated, decrepite capacitie, fictionate per- 
fon, humour unconverfable, merriments unexilable, the 
horrtfonant pipe of inveterate antiguitie, and a number of 
fuch inkhornish phrafes, as it were a pan of outlandish 
collops, the very bowels of his profoundeft fchollerifme. 
For his eloquence paffeth my intelligence, that cleapeth 
himfelfe a Calimunco for pleading his companions caufe in 
his owne Apology; and me a Piflepragmos for defending 
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my frendes in my Letters; and very artificially zuterfufeth 
finicallitie, fillogiftrie, difputative right, hermaphrodite 
phrafes, declamatorie ftiles, cenfortall moralisers, unlineall 
wfurpers of judgement, infamisers of vice, new infringement 
to deftitute the inditement, deriding dunftically, banging abo- 
minationly, unhandfoming of adivinity/hip, abfurdifying of 
phrafes, ratifying of truthable and eligible Englifh, a calme 
ailatement of forward harmcfulnef[e and backward treful- 
ncffc, and how many fundry difhes of fuch dainty fritters, 
rare junkets, and a delicate fervice of him, that compiled 
the moft delitious Commentaries De Optimitate Triporum. 
And what fay you, boyes, the flatteringeft hope of your 
moothers, to @ Porch of Panim Pilfryes, Peftred with 
Prayfes? Dare the perteft or defteft of you hunt the 
letter, or hauke a metaphor, with fuch a 77te-tutc-tate? He 
weeneth himfelfe a fpeciall penman; as he were the head- 
man of the pamfletting crew, next and immediately after 
Greene; and although he be a harfh oratour with his 
toungue (even the filed Suada of Ifocrates wanted the voyce 
of a firen, or the found of an eccho) yet would he feeme as 
fine a fecretary with his penne as ever was Bembus in 
Latin, or Macchiavell in Italian, or Guevara in Spanifh, or 
Amiot in French ; and with a confidence preaffeth into the 
rowte of that humorous ranke that affe¢teth the reputation 
of fupreme fingularity. But he muft crave a little more 
acquaintance at the hand of art, and ferve an apprentifhood 
of fome nine or ten yeares in the fhop of curious imitation 
(for his wild phantafie will not be allowed to maintaine 
comparifon with curious imitation) before he will be hable 
to performe the twentith or fortith part of that fufficiency, 
whereunto the crankneffe of his imagination already afpir- 
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eth; as more exquifite then the Atticifme of Ifocrates, or 
more puiffant then the fury of Taffo. But how infolently 
foever grofe ignorance prefumeth of itfelfe (none fo hawty 
as the bafeft buffard), or how defperatly foever foole-hardy 
ambition advaunceth his owne colours, (none fo foole-hardy 
as the blindeft Hobb), I have feldome read a more garish 
and pibald ftile in any fcribling inkhornift ; or tafted a more 
unfavory flaumpaump of wordes and fentences, in any 
fluttish pamfletter, that denounceth not defiance againft 
the rules of oratory, and the directions of the English 
fecretary, which may, here and there, ftumble upon fome 
tolerable fentence, neighbourly borrowed, or featly picked 
out of fome fresh pamflet, but shall never finde three fen- 
tences togither worth any allowance; and as for a fine, or 
ncat period, in the dainty and pithy veyne of Ifocrates, or 
Xenophon, marry that were a periwig of a firen, or a wing 
of the very bird of Arabia, an ineftimable relique. Tush a 
point! neither curious Hermogenes, nor trim Ifocates, nor 
{tately Demofthenes, are for his tooth; nor painting Tully, 
nor Carving Czfar, nor purple-dying Livy for his humour. 
It is for Cheeke, or Afcham, to ftand levelling of colons, or 
fquaring of periods, by meafure and number; his penne ts 
like a fpigot, and the wine-preffe a dullard to his ink-preffe. 
There is a certaine live and frifking thing, of a queint and 
capricious nature, as peerleffe as nameleffe, and as admirable 
as fingular, that fcorneth to be a booke-worme, or to imitate 
the excellenteft artificiality of the moft renowned worke- 
mafters that antiquity affourdeth. The witt of this and 
that odd modernift is their owne ; and no fuch minerall of 
richeft art, as pregnant nature; the plentifulleft woombe of 
rare invention and exquifite clocution Whuift! art and 
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nature, advaunce thy precious felfe in thy moft gorgeous and 
magnificent robes ; and if thy new defcant be fo many notes 
above old «xla, good now be no niggard of thy fweet ac- 
cents and heavenly harmony, but teach the antike Mufes 
their right leripup. Defolate eloquence and forlorne poetry, 
thy moft humble fuppliants zz forma pauperum, cladd in 
mournefull and dreery weedes as becommceth their lament- 
able cafe, lye proftrate at thy dainty foote, and adore the 
idoll-excellency of thy monftrous fingularity. O ftately 
Homer and lofty Pindarus! whofe witt mounteth like 
Pegafus, whofe verfe ftreameth like Nilus, whofe invention 
flameth like A<tna, whofe elocution rageth like Sirius, whofe 
paffion bluftcreth like Boreas, whofe reafon breatheth like 
Zephirus, whofe nature favoreth like Tempe, and whofe art 
perfumeth like Paradife! 6 the mightieft fpirites of couragious 
vigour, of whom the delicate Grecian, worthy Roman, and 
gallant vulgar mufes learned their fhrilleft tunes and hyper- 
bolicall notes! 6 the fierceft trompets of heroicall valour, 
that with the ftraunge fympathhy of your divine fury, and 
with theffame piercing motions of heavenly infpiration, were 
woont to ravish the affe€tions, and even to mealt the bowels 
of braveft mindes! See, fee, what a woondrous quaime 
But peace, milkemaide! you will ftill be shaming yourfelfe 
and your bringing-upp. Hadft thou learned to difcerne the 
faireft face of eloquence from the fowleft vifage of bar- 
barifme, or the goodlycft frame of method from the ill- 
favoredeft shape of confufion, as thou canft defcry the fineft 
flower from the courfeft branne, or the fweeteft creamc 
from the fowreft whey, peradventure thou wouldeft dote 
indeede upon the bewtifull and dainty feature of that 
naturall ftile, that appropriate ftile, upon which himfelfe is 
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fo depely inamored. I would it were out-of peradventure ; 
no man more greedy to behold that miraculous art of em- 
prooved nature. He may malapertly bragge in the vaine 
oftentation of his owne naturall conceit, and if it pleafe 
him make a golden calfe of his woodden ftuffe; but shew- 
any halfe page without piperly phrafes and tinkerly com- 
pofition, and fay I am the fimpleft artift that ever looked 
fayre rhetorique or fwect poetry in the face. It is the 
deftiny of our language to be peftered with a rablement of 
botchers in print ; but what a fhamefull fhame is it for him 
that maketh an idoll of his owne penne, and raifeth-upp an 
huge expectation of paper-miracles, (as if Hermes Trifme- 
cift were newly rifen from the dead, and perfonally mounted 
upon Danters preffe,) to emproove himfelfe as ranke a 
bungler in his mightieft worke of Supercrogation, as the 
ftarkeft patch-pannell of them all, or the grofeft hammer- 
drudge in a country. He difdaineth Thomas Delone, Philip 
Stubs, Robert Armin, and the common pamfictters of 
London; even the painfulleft chroniclers tooe, bicaufe they 
ftand in his way, hinder his fcribling traffique, obfcure his 
refplendifhing fame, or have not chronicled him in their ca- 
talogues of the renowned moderne autors, as he mcritori- 
oufly meritcth, and may peradventure be remembred here- 
after. But may not Thomas Delone, Philip Stubs, Robert 
Armin, and the reft of thofe mifufed perfons, more difdain- 
fully difdaine him, bicaufe he is fo much vayner, fo little 
learneder, fo nothing eleganter, then they? and they fo 
much honefter, fo little obfcurer, fo nothing contemptibler, 
then he? Surely, Thomas, it were pollicy to boaft leffe with 
Thomas Dclone, or to atchieve more with Thomas More. 
If vaunting or eraking may make thee fingular, thy art is 
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nature, advaunce thy precious felfe in thy moft gorgeous and 
magnificent robes ; and if thy new defcant be fo many notes 
above old ala, good now be no niggard of thy fweet ac- 
cents and heavenly harmony, but teach the antike Mufes 
their right leripup. Defolate eloquence and forlorne poctry, 
thy moft humble fuppliants zz forma pauperum, cladd in 
mournefull and dreery weedes as becommeth their lament- 
able cafe, lye proftrate at thy dainty foote, and adore the 
idoll-excellency of thy monftrous fingularity. O ftately 
Homer and lofty Pindarus! whofe witt mounteth like 
Pegafus, whofe verfe ftreamcth like Nilus, whofe invention 
flameth like Attna, whofe elocution rageth hke Sirius, whofe 
paffion bluftereth like Borcas, whofe reafon breatheth like 
Zephirus, whofe nature favoreth like Tempe, and whofe art 
perfumeth like Paradife! 6 the mighticft fpirites of couragious 
vigour, of whom the delicate Grecian, worthy Roman, and 
gallant vulgar mufes learned their fhrilleft tunes and hyper- 
bolicall notes! 6 the fierceft trompets of heroicall valour, 
that with the ftraunge fympathhy of your divine fury, and 
with theffame piercing motions of heavenly infpiration, were 
woont to ravish the affeétions, and even to mealt the bowels 
of braveft mindes! Sce, fee, what a woondrous quaime 
But peace, milkemaide! you will ftill be shaming yourfclfe 
and your bringing-upp. Hadft thou learned to difcerne the 
faireft face of eloquence from the fowleft vifage of bar- 
barifme, or the goodlyeft frame of method from the ill- 
favoredeft shape of confufion, as thou canft defcry the fineft 
flower from the courfeft branne, or the fwecteft creame 
from the fowreft whey, peradventure thou wouldeft dote 
indeede upon the bewtifull and dainty feature of that 
naturall ftile, that appropriate ftile, upon which himfelfe is 
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fo depely inamored. I would it were out-of peradventure ; 
no man more greedy to behold that miraculous art of em- 
prooved nature. He may malapertly bragge in the vaine 
oftentation of his owne naturall conceit, and if it pleafe 
him make a golden calfe of his woodden ftuffe ; but shew- 
any halfe page without piperly phrafes and tinkerly com- 
pofition, and fay I am the fimpleft artift that ever looked 
fayre rhetorique or fweet poctry in the face. It is the 
deftiny of our language to be peftered with a rablement of 
botchers in print; but what a fhamefull fhame is it for him 
that maketh an idoll of his owne penne, and raifeth-upp an 
huge expectation of paper-miracles, (as if Hermes Trifme- 
vift were newly rifen from the dead, and perfonally mounted 
upon Danters preffc,) to emproove himfelfe as ranke a 
bungler in his mighticft worke of Supererogation, as the 
ftarkeft patch-pannell of them all, or the grofeft hammer- 
drudge in a country. He difdaineth Thomas Delone, Philip 
Stubs, Robert Armin, and the common pamfictters of 
London; even the painfulleft chroniclers tooe, bicaufe they 
ftand in his way, hinder his fcribling traffique, obfcure his 
refplendifhing fame, or have not chronicled him in their ca- 
talogues of the renowned moderne autors, as he meritori- 
oufly meriteth, and may peradventure be remembred here- 
after. But may not Thomas Delone, Philip Stubs, Robert 
Armin, and the reft of thofe mifufed perfons, more difdain- 
fully difdaine him, bicaufe he is fo much vayner, fo little 
learneder, fo nothing cleganter, then they? and they fo 
much honefter, fo little obfcurer, fo nothing contemptibler, 
then he? Surely, Thomas, it were pollicy to boaft leffe with 
Thomas Delone, or to atchieve more with Thomas More. 
If vaunting or craking may make thee fingular, thy art is 
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incomparable, thy wit fuperexcellcnt, thy learning omni- 
fufficient, thy memory infinite, thy dexterity incomprehenfi- 
ble, thy force horrible, thy other giftes more then admirable ; 
but when thou haft gloried thy uttermoft, and ftruggled 
with might and maine to feeme the great Turke of fecre- 
taries, if my eyefight be any thing in the art of endighting 
(wherein it hath pleafed favour to repute me fomething) 
upon my credit for ever, thou haft nothing in thee of valour 
but a railing gall, and a fwelling bladder. For thy penne 
is as very a gentleman foift as any pickpurfe living; and 
that which is moft miferable, not a more famous, neckverfe 
then thy choice, to thifelfe pernicious, to youth daungerous, 
to thy frendes grievous, to thy adverfaries pittifull, to vertue 
odious, to learning ignominious, to humanity noyous, to 
divinitie intolerable, to autority punifhable, to the world 
contemptible. I longed to fee thy beft amendement, or 
worft avengement, but thy gay beft, ut /upra, prooveth 
nothing; and thy main worft, u¢ z/fra, leffe then nothing. 
Never filly mans expectation fo deluded with contrary 
events upon the ftage (yet fortune fometime is a queint 
comedian, far beyond the Suppofes of Ariofto) as thefe 
Strange Newes have coony-caught my conjecture; more 
deceived then my prognoftication of the laft yeare, which 
hapned to be a true prophet of fome difmall contingents. 
Though I never phanfied tautologies, yet I cannot repeat 
it enough: I looked fora treaty of pacification, or imagined 
thou wouldeft arme thy quill, like a ftowt champion with 
the compleat harneffe of witt and art; na, I feared the 
brafen fhield, and the brafen bootes of Goliah, and that 
fame hideous fpeare, like a weavers beamc; but it 1s oncly 
thy fell ftomacke that bluftereth like a northerenwinde: alas! 
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thy witt is as tame as a duck, thy art as frefh as fower ale 
in fummer; thy brafen fhield in thy forehead, thy brafen 
bootes in thy hart, thy weavers beame in thy toungue; a 
more terrible launce then the hideous fpeare, were the moft 
of thy power equivalent to the leaft of thy fpite. I fay not, 
What aileth thy Gorgons head ? or, What is become of thy 
Sampfons lockes? (yet where miracles were promifed, and 
atcheivements of Supererogation threatened, they had reafon 
that dreaded unknowen forces) but 6 blaftes of divine fury ! 
where is your fupernaturall proweffe? and 6 horne of 
abundance ! what meancth this dearth of plenty, this penury 
of fuperfluitie, this infancie of eloquence, this fimplicitie 
of cunning, this ftupiditie of nimbleneffe, this obfcuritie 
of braverie, this nullity of omnifufficiencie? Was Pegafus 
ever a cowe in a cage, or Mercurie a moufe in a cheefe, 
or induftrie a fnaile in a fhell, or dexteritie a dogge in 
a dublet, or Iegierdemane a floweworme, or vivacitie a 
lafie-bones, or entelechy a flugplum? Can lively and 
winged fpirites fuppreffe the divinitie of their ethereall and 
feraphicall nature ? Can the thunder toungue-tye, or the 
lightning fmoother, or the tempeft calme, or love quench, or 
zeale luke-warme, or valour manicle, or excellencie mew- 
upp, or perfection geld, or fupererogation combe-cutt itfelfe ? 
Is it not impoffible for humanity to be a fpittle-man, rheto- 
rique a dummerell, poetry a tumbler, hiftory a bankrowt, 
philofophy a broker, wit a cripple, courage a jade? How 
could the fweet mermaids, or dainty nymphes, finde in their 
tender harts to be fo farre divorced from their queinteft and 
valiardeft minion ? Art, take heede of an aeger appctite, if 
a little greedie devouring of fingularitic will fo foone gett 
the hickcet, and make thee (as it were) belch the floovens 
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oratorie, and (as a man would fay) parbreake the fluttes 
poetry. Pure fingularitie, wrong not thy arch-excellent 
felfe, but embrace him with both thy armes that huggeth 
thee with his five wittes ; and cowll him with thy two corall 
bracelets that buffeth thee with his two ruby lippes and his 
three diamant powers, naturall, animall, and vitall. Precious 
fingularity! how canft thou choofe but dote upon his ala- 
bafter necke, whofe inventive part can be no leffe then a 
fky-coloured fapphire, like the heavenly devifes of the 
delitious pocteffe Sappho, the godmoother of that azure 
gemme, whofe rhetoricall figures, fanguin and refplendifhing 
carbuncles, like the flamy pyrops of the gliftering pallace 
of the fun; whofe alluring perfuafions amethifts, whofe 
cutting girds adamants, whofe conquering ergos loadeftones, 
whofe whole conceit as greene as the greeneft jafper ; whofe 
orient witt, the renowned Achates of king Pyrrhus, that is, 
the tabernacle or chaunccll of the mufcs, Apollo fitting in 
the midft and playing upon his ivory harpe moft enchaunt- 
ingly. Is it poffible thofe powerfull wordes of antiquity, 
whofe mightie influence was woont to debafe the miraculous 
operation of the moft-vertuous ftones, hearbes, and ftarres 
(philofophy knoweth the incredible force of ftones, hearbes, 
and ftarres) fhould be to feeke in a panting infpired breft, 
the clofet of revealed myfteries, and garden of infufed 
graces ? What lockes, or barres of iron, can hold that quick- 
filver Mercury, whofe nimble vigour difdaincth the prifon, 
and will difplay itfelfe in his likenes, maugre whatfoever 
cmpeachment of iron Vulcan, or woodden Dedalus? I 
hoped to finde that I lufted to fee, the very fingular fubject 
of that invincible and omnipotent eloquence, that in the 
worthieft age of the world, intituled heroicall, put the moft 
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barbarous tyranny of men, and the moft-favage wildneffe of 
beaftes to filence, and arreared woonderfull admiration in 
the hart-roote of obftinateft rebellion, otherwife how un- 
tractable! Had I not caufe to platforme new theorickes and 
idees of monftrous excellency, when the parturient moun- 
taine of miracles was to be delivered of his mighty burden 
of Supcrerogation ? Who would not ride poft to behold the 
chariot of his triumph, that glorieth as if he had woon both 
the Indyes from the Spaniard, or Conftantinople from the 
Turke, or Babylon from the Sophi? But holla, brave 
gentlemen! and alacke, fweet gentlewoomen! that would fo 
fayne behold S. Fame in the pompe of her majeftie ; never 
poore fuckling hope fo incredibly crosbitten with more then 
exceffive defection. I looked and looked for a fhining 
funne of fingularity, that fhould amaze the eyes and aftonifh 
the harts of the beholders ; but never poore fhimering funne 
of fingularity fo horribly eclipfed. I perceive one good 
honeft aker of performance may be more worth then a whole 
land of promife. Take heede, afpiring mindes, you that 
deeme yourfelves the paragon wittes of the world, leffe 
your hilles of jollity be converted into dales of obfcurity, 
and the pompe of your glory become like this pumpe of 
fhame. Even when envy boyled his inke, malice fcorched 
his penne, pride parched his paper, fury inflamed his hart, 
S. Fame raged like S. Georges Dragon: marke the con- 
clufion, the weather was cold, his ftile froft-bitten, and his 
witt nipped in the head. Take away the flaunting and 
huffing braveries of his railing tropes and craking figures, 
and you fee the whole galiarde of his rhetorique that flowteth 
the poore philippiques of Tully and Demofthences, and 
mocketh him that chaunced to name them once in foure 
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letters, as he ufed their word entelechy, nowa vulgar French 
and Englith word, once in foure and twenty fonnets. The 
wife prieft could not tell whither Epiphany were a man- 
faint, or a wooman-faint, or what the divell it was. Such 
an Epiphany to this learned man is entelechy, the onely 
quinteffence of excellent and divine mindes, as is aboove 
mentioned, fhewing whence they came by their heavenly 
and perpetuall motion. What other word could expreffe 
that noble and vigorous motion, quicker then quickfilver ? 
and the lively fpring, or rather the veftall fier of that ever 
ftirring vertue of Caefar, Ne/ciaffare loco, a myftery and a 
very chimera to this fwadd of fwaddes, that beginncth like 
a bullbeare, goeth on like a bullocke, endcth like a bullfinch, 
and hath never a fparkle of pure entclechy. Gentlemen, 
now you know the good nature and handfome art of the 
man, if you happen upon a feather, or fome morfell for 
your likyng (it is a very fory booke that yeeldeth nothing 
for your liking), thanke the true autor, of whofe provifion 
you have tafted; and fay not but Thomas Nafh hath read 
fomething, that affecting to feeme an univerfity of fciences, 
and a Royall Exchaunge of toungues, would be thought to 
have devoured libraries, and to know all thinges, like Iarchas 
and Syffarion ; na, like Adam and Salomon, the archpatrons 
of our new Omnifcians. If he did fo in verity, it were the 
better for him, and not the worfe for me; but you fee his 
doing, and my fuffering. Neither I nor my betters can 
pleafe all, nor he nor his punyes will difpleafe all; but as 
in the beft fomething remaincth that may be amended 
without derogation to their credit, fo in the worft there may 
appeare fomething worth the allowance, with no great com- 
mendation to their perfon. Were I difpofed to difcourfe, 


Pierces Supererogation, 193 


as fometime I have bene forward upon leffe occafion, for the 
onely exercife of my ftile and fome practife of my reading, 
I could with a facility declare at large, that may briefly be 
touched. Amongft fo many notable workes of divine 
wittes, excepting the workes of Gods owne finger, there is 
not any fo abfolutely excellent wherein fome blemifh of 
imperfection may not be noted; nor amongft fo many con- 
temptible pamflets, any fo fimply bafe but may yeeld fome 
little frute of advertifement, or fome few bloffoms of dif- 
courfe. In the foverain workemanfhip of nature herfelfe, 
what garden of flowers without weedes ? what orchyard of 
trees without woormes ? what field of corne without cockle ? 
what ponde of fishes without frogges? what fky of light 
without darkneffe ? what mirrour of knowledge without 
ignorance ? what man of earth without frailty ? what com- 
modity of the world without difcommodity ? Oh! what an 
honorable and wonderfull creature were perfection, were 
there any fuch vifible creature under heaven? But pure 
excellency dwelleth onely aboove ; and what mortall wife- 
dome can accleere itfelfe from errour, or what heroicall 
vertue can juftifie, I have novice? The moft precious things 
under the funne have their defaultes; and the vileft thinges 
upon earth want not their graces. Virgill could enrich 
himfelfe with the rubbifh of Ennius; to how many rufty- 
dufty waines was brave Livy bcholding? Tully, that was 
as fine as the Crufado, difdained not fome furniture of his 
predeceffours that were as courfe as canvas; and he that 
will diligently fecke may affuredly finde trcafure in merle, 
corne in ftrawe, gold in droffe, pearles in fhell-fithes, precious 
{tones in the dunghill of Efope, rich jewels of learning and 
wifedome in fome poore boxes. He that remembrcth 
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Humfrey Cole a matheniaticall mechanician, Robert 
Baker a fhipwright, John Shute an architeét, Robert Nor- 
man a navigatour, William Bourne a gunner, John Hefter 
a chimift, or any like cunning and fubtile empirique (Cole, 
Baker, Shute, Norman, Bourne, Hefter, will be remembred 
when greater Clarkes fhalbe forgotten) is a prowd man, if 
he contemne expert artifans, or any fenfible induftrious 
practitioner, howfoever unle¢tured in fchooles or unlettered 
in bookes. Even the lord Vulcan himfelfe, the fuppofed 
god of the forge, and thunder-fmith of the great king 
Jupiter, tooke the repulfe at the handes of the lady Minerva, 
whom he would in ardent loove have taken to wife. Yet 
what witt or pollicy honoreth not Vulcan? and what pro- 
found mathematician like Digges, Hariot, or Dee, efteemeth 
not the pregnant mechanician? Let every man in his de- 
gree enjoy his due ; and lIct the brave enginer, fine Deedalift, 
fkilfull Neptunift, marvelous Vulcanift, and every Mercurial] 
occupationer, that is, every mafter of his craft and every 
do€cour of his myftery, be refpected according to the utter- 
moft extent of his publique fervice, or private induftry. I 
cannot ftand to fpecifie particularities, Our late writers are 
as they are; and albeit they will not fuffer me to ballance 
them with the honorable autors of the Romanes, Grecians, 
and Hebrues, yet I will crave no pardon of the higheft to 
do the fimpleft no wrong. In Grafton, Holinfhed, and 
Stowe; in Heywood, Tuffer, and Gowge; in Gafcoigne, 
Churchyarde, and Floide; in Ritch, Whetftone, and Mun- 
day ; in Stanyhurft, Fraunce, and Watfon; in Kiffin, War- 
ner, and Daniell ; in an hundred fuch vulgar writers many 
things are commendable, divers things notable, fome 
things excellent. Fraunce, Kiffin, Warner, and Daniell of 
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whom I have elfewhere more efpeciall occafion to entreate, 
may haply finde a thankefull remembraunce of their lauda- 
ble travailes. For a polifhed and garnifhed ftile, fewe 
go beyonde Cartwright and the chiefeft of his confuters, 
furnifhed writers ; and how few may wage comparifon with 
Reinolds, Stubbes, Mulcafter, Norton, Lambert, and the 
lord Henry Howarde? whofe feverall writings the filver file 
of the workeman recommendeth to the plaufible interteine- 
ment of the daintieft cenfure. Who can deny but the Re- 
folution and Mary Magdalens Funerall Teares, are penned 
elegantly and pathetically ? Scottes Difcoovery of Witch- 
craft difmafketh fundry egregious impoftures, and in certaine 
principall chapters, and fpeciall paffages, hitteth the nayle 
on the head with a witneffe : howfoever, I could have wifhed 
he had either dealt fomewhat more curteoufly with Monfieur 
Bodine, or confuted him fomwhat more effectually. Let 
me not forget the apology of fundry proceedings by jurif- 
diction ecclefiafticall, or the aunfwere to an abftraét of cer- 
taine Actes of Parliament, injunétions, canons, conftitutions, 
and fynodols provinciall, unleffe I will fkip two of the moft 
materiall and moft formall treatifes that any Englifh print 
hath lately yeelded. Might I refpeétively prefume to inti- 
mate my flender opinion, without flattery or other un- 
decency, methought ever doétour Whitgift (whom I name 
with honour,) in his fermons was pithy; doétour Hutton 
profound, doctour Young piercing to the quicke, do¢ctour 
Chaderton copious, M. Curtes elegant, M. Wickam fenten- 
tious, M. Drant curious, M. Deering fweet, doétor Still 
found, doctor Underhill fharpe, doétor Matthew fine, M. 
Lawherne gallant, M. Doone eloquent, M. Andrewes 
learned, M. Chaderton methodicall, M. Smith patheticall ; 
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fundry other in their proper veyne notable, fome exquifite, 
a few fingular. Yet which of the beft hath all perfections ? 
(n2hil omnt ex parte beatum) or which of the meaneft hath 
not fome excellency ? I cannot read over all, I have feldome 
heard fome (it was never my happ to heare doctour Cooper, 
doctour Humfry, or doctor Fletcher, but in Latin); and I 
would be loth to injury, or prejudice any that deferveth 
well, viva voce, or by pen. I deeme him wife that maketh 
choice of the beft, avoideth the worft, reapeth fruite by 
both, defpifeth nothing that is not to be abhorred, accepteth 
of any thing that may be tollerated, interteineth every thing 
with commendation, favour, contentment, or amendment. 
Lucians affe, Apuleius affe, Agrippas affe, Macchiavels affe, 
mifelf, fince I was dubbed an affe by the only monarch of 
affes, have found favory herbes amongft nettles, rofes 
amongft prickles, berryes amongft bufhes, marrow amongft 
bones, graine amongft ftubble, a little corne amongft a great 
deale of chaff. The adjcfteft naturalls have their fpecificall 
properties, and fome wondrous vertues; and philofophy 
will not flatter the xobleft or worthieft naturals in their 
venoms or impurities. True alchimy can alledge much for 
her extractions and quinteffences, and true phyfique more 
for her corrections and purgations. In the beft I cannot 
commende the badd; and in the baddeft I reject not the 
good, but precifely play the alchimift in feeking pure and 
fweet balmes in the rankeft poifons. A pithy or filed fen- 
tence is to be embraced, whofoever is the autor; and for 
the left benefit received a good minde will render dutifull 
thankes, even to his greateft enemy. O! humanity, my 
Lullius, or 6! divinitie my Paracelfus, how fhould a man be- 
come that pecce of alchimy that can turne the rattesbane 
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of villany into the balme of honefty ; or correct the man- 
drake of fcurrility with the myrrhe of curtefie, or the 
faffron of temperance ? Conceive a fountaine of contentation, 
as it were of oyle, or a bath of delight, as it were of nectar; 
and preferre that faffron, or myrrhe, that odoriferous faffron, 
or aromaticall myrrhe, before this foverain oyle, and that 
balme, that divine balme? before this heavenly nectar. No 
naturall reftorative like that faffron, or myrrhe, the very 
death of contention ; nor any artificiall cordiall like that 
balme, the very like [life] of humanity, or fhould I rather fay, 
the very life of life? We have many new methods and 
platformes; and fome, no doubt, as exquifite as fcrupulous ; 
but affuredly it were an excellent method and fingular 
platforme to honour the wife and moderate the foole, to 
make much of the learned and inftruct the ignorant, to 
embrace the good and reforme the badd, to wifh harme to 
none and do well to all; and, finally (for that is the fcope of 
this and fome other difcourfes), to commende the fox and 
prayfe the affe. Martin himfelfe is not altogither a wafpe, 
nor Browne altogither a cankerwoorme, nor Barrow alto- 
gither a fcorpion, nor haply Kett altogither a cockatrice. 
Take heede of the fnake in the graffe, or the padd in the 
{traw, and feare no bugges. Be Martin a Martin Guerra, 
Browne a browne-bill, Barrow a wheelbarrow, Kett a kight: 
H. N. an O. K., if any found judgements finde themfelves 
beholding unto them in any point of advifement, or con- 
fideretion (fingular men, and namely fcifmatiques and here- 
tiques, were ever woont to have fome thing or other 
extraordinary and remarkable), they may without my con- 
tradiction confeffe their beholdingneffe, and for fo much 
profeffe a recognifance of their dett. I thanke Nath for 


198 Prierces Supcrerogation. 


fomething ; Greene for more; Pap-hatchet for much more ; 
Perne for moft of all. Of him I learned to know him, to 
know my enemies, to know my frends, to know mifelfe, to 
know the world, to know fortune, to know the mutability of 
times, and flipperineffe of occafions ; an ineftimable know- 
ledge, and incomparably more worth then doctor Gregories 
ars mirabilis, or Politians pancptfiemon. He was an old 
foaker indeede, and had more witt in his hoary head then 
fix hundred of thefe floorifhing greene heads and lufty 
curled pates. He would either wifely hold his peace, or 
fmoothly flatter me to my face, or fuerly pay-home with a 
witneffe ; but commonly in a corner, or in a maze, where 
the autour might be uncertaine, or his packing intricate, or 
his purpofe fome way excufable. No man could beare a 
heavy injury more lightly, or forbeare a learned adverfary 
more cunningly, or bourde a wilfull frend more dryly, or 
circumvent a daungerous foe more covertly, or countermine 
the deepeft underminer more futtelly, or lullaby the cir- 
cumfpecteft Argus more fweetly, or transforme himfelfe into 
all fhapes more deftly, or play any part more kindly. He 
had fuch a patience as might foften the hardeft hart, fuch a 
fober-moode as might ripen the greeneft witt, fuch a flye 
dexterity as might quicken the dulleft fpirite, fuch a fcru- 
pulous manner of proceeding in doubtfull cafes as might 
putt a deepe confideration into the fhalloweft phantafy ; 
fuch a fufpicious jeloufy as might fmell-out the fecreteft 
complot, and defeat any practife ; fuch an inextricable fo- 
phiftry as might teach an Agathocles tohypocrife profoundly, 
' or a Hieron to tyrannife learnedly. Whereas other carried 
their harts in their toungues, and their heads in their pennes, 
he liked no fuch fimplicity ; but after a fmugge and flecring 
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guife, carried his toungue in his hart, his penne in his head, 
his dagger in his fleeve, his love in his boofome, his fpite in 
his pocket ; and when their fpeech, writing, or countenaunce 
bewrayed their affection (as the manner is), nothing but his 
fact difcovered his drift, and not the beginning but the end 
was the interpretcr of his meaning. Some of us, by way of 
experiment, affayed to feele his pulfe, and to tickle his wily 
veynes in his owne veyne, with fmoothing and glofing as 
handfomly as we could; but the bottome of his minde was 
a gulfe of the maine, and nothing could found him deepcly 
but the iffue. Iwis, elder men had bene too-young to 
manage fuch an enterprife with fucceffe, and the fineft in- 
telligencer, or fageft politician in a ftate would undoubtedly 
have bene gravelled in the execution of that rath attempt, 
He could fpeake by contraries as queintly as Socrates, and do 
by contraries as fhrewdly as Tiberius: the mafter of Philip de 
Comines, Lewes the French king, one of the bufieft, jeloufeft, 
and craftieft princes that ever raigned in that kingdome, 
might have borrowed the foxes fatchell of him ; and perad- 
venture not onely A®fops, or Archilochus fox, but even 
Lyfanders fox, Ariftomenes fox, Pififtratus fox, Ulyfies 
fox, Chirons fox, and Proteus owne fox might learne of 
him to play the fox in the hole. For Stephen Gardiners 
fox, or Macchiavels fox are too young cubbes to compare 
with him that would feeme anything rather then a fox, and 
be a fox rather then any thing elfe. Legendaries may re- 
corde woonderments ; but examine the futtelleft counsels, 
or the wilyeft practifes of Gargantua himfelfe, and even 
Gargantua himfelfe, albeit his gowne were furred with two 
thoufand and five hundred fox fkinnes, mought have bene 
his pupill. And I doubt not but he that worfhipped Solem 
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in Leone, after fome few lectures in his aftronomy, would 
have honored Solem in Vulpe. He once kept a cubbe for 
his pleafure in Peter-houfe in Cambridge (as fome keepe 
birds, fome fquirrels, fome puppyes, fome apes, and fo 
forth) and miniftred notable matter to S. Maryes pulpet, 
with ftories of the cubb, and the Fox, whofe Actes and Mo- 
numents are notorious; but had the young one bene as 
cunning an artift for his part as the old-one was for his, I 
beleeve all the colledges in both univerfities, or in the great 
univerfitie of Chriftendome, could not have patterned the 
young man with fuch an other batchelour of fophiftry, or 
the old mafter with fuch an other doétour of hypocrifie. 
Men may difcourfe at pleafure, and feede themfelves with 
carpes and pikes, but I have knowen fewe of fo good a na- 
ture, fo devoide of obftinacy, fo far alienated from contu- 
macy, fo contrary to frowardneffe or teftiveneffe, fo tra¢ta- 
ble, fo buxom, fo flexible, fo appliable to every time, place, 
and perfon ; fo curious in obferving the leaft circumftance 
of importance or advantage, fo conformable to publique 
procecdings and private occafions, fo refpectfull to every 
one of quality, fo curteous to men of woorfhip, fo dutifull to 
men of honour, fo ceremonious in tendering his devotion to 
his good lordes or good ladies, fo obedient to autority, fo 
loyall to majefty, fo indifferent to all, and in all. He was 
gentle without familiarity (for he doubted contempt), fevere 
without rigour (for he feared odioufneffe), pleafant without 
levity (for he regarded his eftimation), grave without fo- 
lemnity (for he curred popular favour), not rath, but quicke ; 
not hafty, but fpeedy ; not hoat, but warme; not eger in 
fhow, but earneft indeede ; no barker at any, but a biter of 
fome, round, and found. The clergy never wanted excel- 
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lent fortune-wrightes ; but what byfhop or politician in 
England fo great a temporifer as he, whom every alteration 
founde a new man, even as new as the new moone? And as 
he long yawned to be an archbifhop, or byfhop, in the one 
or other church (they wronged him that termed the image 
of both churches a neuter) fo did he not arch-deferve to be 
inftalled the puling preacher of humility, humility, humi- 
lity ; and the gaping oratour of obedience, obedience, obe- 
dience? Was not ever Par vobis one end of his gafping 
fermon, and the very foote of his warbling fong ? Be it per- 
cafe a fmall matter to temporife in foure alterations of 
kinges and queenes, but what an ambidexterity, or rather 
omnidexterity, had the man that, at one and the fame meet- 
ing, had a pleafing toungue for a Proteftant, a flattering eye 
for a Papift, and a familiar nodd for a good fellow? It was 
nothing with him to temporife i genere, or in /pccie, ac- 
cording to Macchiavels grounde of fortunate fucceffe in the 
world, that could fo formally and featly perfonize zx tndz- 
widuo. He muft know all the finewes of commodity, and 
acquaint himselfe with all the joints of advantage, that will 
live and teach other to live. 6 Felix Cato, tu folus noftt 
vivere ; or f Cato were over-peremptory and ftoicall to 
enjoy that felicity, 6 Felix Perne, tua folius ars vivendt. 
Doubtleffe it were better for the world, by infinite maffes of 
millions, could the barbarous and tragicall tyrants, Saturne 
and Mars, two divellifh gods, moderate their fury, as he 
could do; or the hypocritall and comicall tyrants, Jupiter 
and Mercury, two godly divels, temper their cunning as he 
could do. It was in him to give inftructions unto Ovid for 
the repenning of his Metamorphofes anew, and he bettér 
merited the name of Vertumnus then Vertumnus himfelfe. 
26 
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His defignements were myfteries, his councels oracles, his 
intentions like Minotaure in the labyrinth, his actions like 
the ftratagemes of Fabius, his defiance like the wellcome of 
Circe, his menaces like the fongs of the firens, his curfes 
like the bleffinges of thofe witches in Aphrica that forfpoke 
what they prayfed, and deftroyed what they wifhed to be 
faved. I have feen fpannels, mungrels, libbards, antclops, 
fcorpions, fnakes, cockatrices, vipers, and many other fer- 
pents in fugar-worke; but to this day never fawe fuch a 
ftanding difh of fugar-worke as that fweet-toungued do¢tor, 
that fpake pleafingly whatfoever he thought, and was 
otherwhiles a fayre prognoftication of fowle weather. Such 
an autenticall irony engrofed, as all oratory cannot eftfoones 
counterpane. Smooth voyces do well in moft focieties, and 
go currently away in many recknings, when rough-hewne 
words do but lay blockes in their own way. He found it 
in a thoufand experiences, and was the precifeft practitioner 
of that foft and tame rhetorique that ever I knew in my 
dealings ; and in cafe I fhould prefer any man of whatfoever 
quality before him, fora ftayed governement of his affections 
(which he alwayes ruled, as Homers Minerva brideled 
Pegafus), or for an infinite and bottomleffe patience, fibb 
to the paticnce of Anaxarchus, or Job, I fhould injury him 
and mine owne confcience exceedingly. Were he handeled 
as London kennels are ufed of fluttes, or the Thames of 
floovens, he could pocket-it-up as handfomely as they, and 
complaine in as fewe wordes as any chanell or river in 
Iengland when they are moft contumelioufly depraved. 
His other vertues were colours in graine, his learning lawne 
in ftarch, his wifedome napry in fuddes, his confcience the 
weather in Aprill: when he was young the weather in Sep- 
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tember as he grew elder the weather in February, toward 
his end, and not fuch a current prognoftication for the fifty 
yeares whercin he floorifhed as the ephemerides of his con- 
fcience. For his fmug and canonicall countenaunce, cer- 
tainly, he mought have bene S. Boniface himfelfe ; for his 
fayre and formall fpeach, S. Benediét or S. Eulaly; for his 
merry conceits, S. Hillary; for his good husbandry (he was 
merry and wife), S. Servatius; for his invincible fufferance, 
S. Vincent the Martir; for his retracting or recanting, S. 
Auguftine ; for his not feeing all thinges, S. Bernard ; for 
his preaching to geefe, S. Frauncis or S. Fox; for his pray- 
ing, a S. Pharife; for his fafting, a S. Publicane; for his 
chaftitie, a Sol zz virgine, for his paftorall devotion, a 
fhepheards calender; for his fame, an almanacke of faincts. 
But if ever any were patience incorporate it was he, and if 
ever any were hypocrify incarnate it was he, unto whom I 
promifed to dedicate an eternall memoriall of his immortall 
vertues, and have payed fome little part of my vowes. I 
twice or thrife tryed him to his face, fomewhat fawcily, and 
fmartly, but the picture of Socrates, or the image of S. 
Andrew, not fo unmooveable; and I ftill reverence the 
honorable remembraunce of that grave and moft eloquent 
filence as the fageft leffon of my youth. Had Nafh a 
dramme of his witt, his aunfwere fhould have bene mum, or 
his confutation the fting of the fcorpion. Other Straunge 
Newes, like Papp-hatchets rapp with a bable, are of the 
nature of that fame fnowt-horned rhinoceros, that biteth 
himfelfe by the nofe; and befturre them like the dowty 
fencer of Barnewell, that played his taking-up with a re- 
cumbenticus, and his laying-downe with a broken pate in 
fome three or foure corners of his hcad. Ile muft revenge 
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looked-for affliction. He that warncth me armeth me, and 
it is much that a prepared minde and boddy may endure, 
but unfufpected accidents are hardly remedied ; and in the 
fayreft weather of fecurity to offer the fowleft play of hoftility 
is an incredible advantage. So Czfar Borgia, the foverain 
type of Macchiavels Prince, wan the dukedome of Urbin in 
one day. So the emperour Charles the Fiftes army, paffing 
thorough Roome occurfively, facked the citty and enriched 
themfelves exceedingly. So many invincible ftates have 
bene fuddainly ruinated, and many puiffant perfonages 
eafely vanquifhed. Brave exploites, where the caufe as 
honorable as the effect admirable. But honorable or dif- 
honorable, pollicy was ever a privy councell, whofe pofie, 
dolus an virtus: glory a ravifhing oration, ambition a 
courfer, loove a hoat-fpurre, anger a fierbrand, hope a graine 
of muftard-feede, courage an errant knight, covetice a mar- 
chant venturer, fury a fierce executioner, whofe word the 
fword, and whofe law Non qud fcd quo. As monarchies, 
principalities, and conqueftes, fo pety-governements, fegni- 
ories, lieutenantfhips, magiftracies, mafterfhips, felowfhips, 
have their coolerable practifes, and nothing is cunning that 
is apparent. The fox preacheth par vobis to the capons 
and geefe, and never worfe intended then when the beft 
pretended. MHoraces, or rather Borgiaes, 

Aftuta ingenuum vulpes tmitata leonem,; the deepeft 
grounde of higheft pollicies, and the very ftratagcme of 
ftratazemes. The glorious Indian conqueftes are famoufly 
knowen to the world ; and what was the valorous duke of 
Parma in his braveft victories but vulpes tmitata leonem and 
a new compounde of old ftratagemes? Jovius Fox, in his 
militar and amorous empreffes, may call himfelfe a fox, 
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but fome learned clarkes and judicious cenfours, profound 
politiques like Macchiavell or Perne (for Macchiavell never 
difcourfed with his pen as Perne devifed with his minde) 
would go very nigh to call him a goofe, that gave for his 
mott, Szmul aftu et dentibus utor. And his griphen, in fome 
Opinions was never a whit the more terrible for that luftie 
pofie, a jolly heroicall verfe in a grammar fchoole, 

Ungutbus et roftro atque alis armatus in hoftem. TY never 
read that Alexanders Bucephalus, or Czfars couragious 
horfe, had any fuch or fuch glorious pofies; and I believe 
Beviffes Arundell was no great braggard with motts. The 
Trojan horfe, or rather the Grecian horfe, was not fuch an 
affe to advaunce himfelfe with any fuch prowde impreffe as 
feandit fatalis machina muros; but miniftred ruthfull and 
tragicall matter of that hawty pofie to the ftately poet. Did 
the flying Pegafus of the redoubted Bellerophon, before his 
adventurous expedition againft the hideous lion-dragon 
chimeera, that is, againft the fierce favages which inhabited 
that fier-vomiting mountaine in Lycia, provide to arme 
himfelfe with a brave pofie, or boaft of his horrible mother 
Medufa, or of his owne Gorgonean winges? Did the fiery 
horfes of the funne, that is, of the hoatteft eaft-countryes, 
threaten prince Phaeton, or the world, with a dreadfull 
verfe, 

Tune feict ignipedum vires expertus equorum? May not 
peradventure the prowdeft horfe be countermotted with a 
poore ftagment of Statius /crvzet afper equus? Or may 
not haply the dowtieft affe be emblemed with a good old 
devife, zxfulfo tribulus fapit afpcr afello? The rowgheft nett 
is not the beft catcher of birdes; nor the fineft pollicy a 
profefied termagant. Although Lyfanders oxen faid nothing, 
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yet the fox Lyfander could tell which of them was a flug- 
garde, and which laborious. It is not the verball mott but 
the actuall imprefe that argueth a generous or noble minde. 
Children and fooles ufe to crake ; a€tion the onely embleme 
of Jugurth and the notableft fellowes; whofe manner is, p/urt- 
mum facere, minimum de fe logui, the honorableft devife that 
worthy valour caninvent. The tree is knowen by the fruite, 
and needeth no other pofie; the gallanteft mott of a good 
apple-tree is a good apple; of a good warden-tree, a good 
warden; of a good limon-tree, a good limon; of a good 
palme, a good date; of a good vine, a good grape, and fo 
forth: their leaves their prognoftications, their bloffomes 
their boafts, their braunches and boughes their bravery, 
their fruite their armes, their emblemes their nobility, their 
glory. I dare not fay that Pittacus was as wife as he that 
beginneth like front-tufted Occafion (for Occafion is balde 
behinde), and endeth like Ovids loover, (for Ovids loover 
muft not attempt but where he will conquer) : few refoluter 
mottes then aut nunc, aut nunguam,; and what valianter 
pofie then, aut nunguam tentes, aut perfice? but Pittacus 
was one of the feven famous mafters, and in his fage wife- 
dome thought it a fober leffon, Foretel not what thou in- 
tendeft to atchcive, Ieffe peradventure, being fruftrate, thou 
be laughed to fcorne and made a notable flowting-ftocke. 
Perhaps he was an affe, and f{peaketh like a foole; (for who 
is not an affe and a foole with this Thomas Wifedome ?) 
but fome plaine men are of his opinion, and will hardly 
beleeve that the frankeft braggards are the doubtieft dooers. 
Were I a collectour of witty apothegs like Plutarch, or of 
pithy gnomes like Theognis, or of dainty emblemes like 
Alciat, fuerly Pittacus fhould not be the laft at the leaft in 
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that rhapfody. Meane-while, it is nothing out of my way 
to prayfe the clofe, or fufpicious affe, that will not trouble 
any other with his privy counfell, but can be content to be 
his owne fecretary. There be more queint experiments in 
an univerfitie then many a politique head would imagine. 
I could nominate the man that could teach the Delphicall 
oracle, and the Agiptian crocodile to play their parts. 
His civill toungue was a riddle; his ecclefiafticall toungue 
a hieroglyphique; his face a vifard; his eyes cormorants ; 
his eares martyrs; his witt a maze; his hart a juggling 
fticke; his minde a mift; his reafon a vaylc; his affection 
a curbe; his confcience a mafke; his religion a triangle in 
geometry ; his charity a fyllogifme in ce/arent; his hofpi- 
tality aleven monethes in the yeare, as good as good Fri- 
day; for one moneth or very neere, he was refident upon 
his deanry, and kept open houfe in the ile, like Ember 
weeke. Of an other mans, no man more liberall; of his 
owne, no man more frugall. He deeply confidered (as he 
did all thinges) that good oeconomy was good pollicy ; 
that it was more wifedome to borrow then to lend gratis ; 
that the ravens croking loofeth him many a fatt pray ; 
that the forftalling and engrofing of privy commodities was 
a pretty fupply of privy tithes; that many a little by little 
and little maketh a mickle; that often returne of gaine 
amounteth ; that the fox never fareth better then when he 
is curfed moft ; that a filver picklocke was good at a pinch, 
and a golden hooke a cunning fifher of men; that every 
man was necreft to himfelfe, and the fkinne necrer then the 
fhirt ; that there were many principles and preceptes in art, 
but one principall maxime or foverain cautcll in practife, 
Sz non cafte, tamen caute,; that there was no fecurity in 
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himfelfe with a learned difcourfe of deepeft filence, or come 
better provided then the edge of the rafour, that would be 
valued as wife as that Apollo Doétour, whofe epitaph none 
can difplay accordingly, but fome fprite of the ayer or the 
fier. For his zeale to God and the Church was an aery 
triplicity, and his devotion to his prince and the ftate a fiery 
trigon. And fuerly he was well-advifed that comprized a 
large hiftory in one epithite, and honoured him with the 
title of the thrife-learned Deane. Onely I muft needes 
graunt one fuch fecret, and profound enemy, or fhall I fay, 
one fuch thrife-fecret and thrife-profound enemy? was in- 
comparably more pernicious then a hundred hatchets or 
country-cuffes, a thoufand Greenes or cunnycatchers, an 
army of Nafhes, or Pierces Peniles, a forreft of wilde beaftes, 
or whatfoever Ilias of profeffed evils. It is not the threatener, 
but the underminer that worketh the mifchief; not the open 
affault, but the privy furprize that terrifieth the old foldiour ; 
not the furging floud, but the low water that affrayeth the 
expert pilot; not the high, but the hidden rocke that en- 
dangereth the fkilfull mariner; not the bufie pragmaticall, 
but the clofe politician that fupplanteth the puiffant ftate ; 
not proclaimed warre, but pretended peace that ftriketh the 
deadly ftroke. What hiftorian remembreth not the futtle 
ftratagemes of king Bacchus againft the Indians, of king 
Midas againft the Phrygians, of king Romulus againft the 
Sabines, of king Cyrus againft the Lydians, of many other 
politique conquerours, againft fundry mighty nations, prin- 
cipalities, fegniories, citties, caftels, fortreffes ? Brave valour 
may fometime execute with fury, but proweffe is weake in 
comparifon of other practifes, and no puiffance to pollicy, 
no rage to craft, no force to witt, no pretence to religion, 
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(what fpoiles under colour of religion?) no text to the gloffe, 
what will not the gloffe maintaine by hooke or crooke? It 
was not Mercuries woodknife that could fo eafely have dif- 
patched Argus, the lieutenant of queene Juno, had not his 
inchaunting pipe firft lulled him afleepe. And was not 
Ulyffes in greater jeopardy by the alluring firens, charming 
muficians, then by cruell Polyphemus, a boifterous giant ? 
Undoubtedly Czfar was as fingularly wife as unmatchably 
valiant, and rather a fox then a lion; but in his wifedome 
he was more affrayde of Sylla then of Marius, of Cato then 
of Catiline, Caflus then of Antony, of Brutus then of Pom- 
pey ; to be fhort, of Saturne then of Mars, of Mercury then 
of Jupiter himfelfe. It were a long difcourfe to furvey the 
wily traines and crafty fetches of the old and new world, 
but whofoever is acquainted with ftratagemes, auncient or 
moderne, knoweth what an hourde of pollicies lurketh in 
the fhrowde of diffimulation, and what wonders may be 
atchieved by unexpected furprizes. The profeffed enemy 
rather encombreth himfelfe and annoyeth his frendes, then 
overthroweth his adverfary, or oppreffeth his foes. Alex- 
anders and Cefars fuddaine irruptions made them the lordes 
of the world and mafters of kinges, whiles greateft threat- 
eners got nothing but greateft loffe and greater fhame. 
What fhould I fpeake of the firft founders of monarchyes, 
Ninus and Cyrus? of the venturous Argo-pilots? of the 
worthy Herdes? of the dowtieft errant knights? of the 
braveft men in all ages, whofe mightieit engin (notwith- 
ftanding whatfoever hyperbole of valour or fury) was Scar- 
borough warning; and whofe conqueftes were affoone 
knowen-abroade as their invafions. No power like the un- 
likely affault, nor any mifchief fo peremptory as the un- 
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looked-for affliction. He that warneth me armeth me, and 
it is much that a prepared minde and boddy may endure, 
but unfufpected accidents are hardly remedied ; and in the 
fayreft weather of fecurity to offer the fowleft play of hoftility 
is an incredible advantage. So Czfar Borgia, the foverain 
type of Macchiavels Prince, wan the dukedome of Urbin in 
one day. So the emperour Charles the Fiftes army, paffing 
thorough Roome occurfively, facked the citty and enriched 
themfelves exceedingly. So many invincible ftates have 
bene fuddainly ruinated, and many puiffant perfonages 
eafely vanquifhed. Brave exploites, where the caufe as 
honorable as the effect admirable. But honorable or dif- 
honorable, pollicy was ever a privy councell, whofe pofie, 
dolus an virtus: glory a ravifhing oration, ambition a 
courfer, loove a hoat-fpurre, anger a ficrbrand, hope a graine 
of muftard-feede, courage an errant knight, covetice a mar- 
chant venturer, fury a fierce executioner, whofe word the 
fword, and whofe law Non gud fcd quo. As monarchies, 
principalities, and conqueftes, fo pety-governements, fegni- 
ories, licutenantfhips, magiftracies, mafterfhips, felowfhips, 
have their coolerable practifes, and nothing is cunning that 
is apparent. The fox preacheth far vobis to the capons 
and geefe, and never worfe intended then when the beft 
pretended. MHoraces, or rather Borgiaes, 

Aftuta ingenuum vulpes tmitata leonem,; the dcepeft 
grounde of higheft pollicies, and the very ftratagcme of 
ftratacemes. The glorious Indian conqucftes are famoufly 
knowen to the world; and what was the valorous duke of 
Parma in his braveft victories but az/pes tmitata leonem and 
a new compounde of old ftratagemes? Jovius Fox, in his 
militar and amorous empreffes, may call himfelfe a fox, 
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but fome learned clarkes and judicious cenfours, profound 
politiques like Macchiavell or Perne (for Macchiavell never 
difcourfed with his pen as Perne devifed with his minde) 
would go very nigh to call him a goofe, that gave for his 
mott, Simul aftu et dentibus utor. And his griphen, in fome 
opinions was never a whit the more terrible for that luftie 
pofie, a jolly heroicall verfe in a grammar fchoole, 

Unguibus et roftro atque alts armatus in hofiem. T never 
read that Alexanders Bucephalus, or Czfars couragious 
horfe, had any fuch or fuch glorious pofies ; and I believe 
Beviffes Arundell was no great braggard with motts. The 
Trojan horfe, or rather the Grecian horfe, was not fuch an 
affe to advaunce himfelfe with any fuch prowde impreffe as 
feandit fatalts machina muros; but miniftred ruthfull and 
tragicall matter of that hawty pofie to the ftately poet. Did 
the flying Pegafus of the redoubted Bellerophon, before his 
adventurous expedition againft the hideous lion-dragon 
chimera, that is, againft the fierce favages which inhabited 
that fier-vomiting mountaine in Lycia, provide to arme 
himfelfe with a brave pofie, or boaft of his horrible mother 
Medufa, or of his owne Gorgonean winges? Did the fiery 
horfes of the funne, that is, of the hoatteft eaft-countryes, 
threaten prince Phacton, or the world, with a dreadfull 
verfe, 

Tune fect ignipedum vires expertus cquorum? May not 
peradventure the prowdeft horfe be countermotted with a 
poore ftagment of Statius /crvict a/per equus? Or may 
not haply the dowtieft affe be emblemed with a good old 
devife, zufulfo tribulus fapit afper afello? The rowgheft nett 
is not the beft catcher of birdes; nor the fineft pollicy a 
profeffed termagant. Although Lyfanders oxen faid nothing, 
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yet the fox Lyfander could tell which of them was a flug- 
garde, and which laborious. It is not the verball mott but 
the actuall imprefe that argueth a generous or noble minde. 
Children and fooles ufe to crake ; action the onely embleme 
of Jugurth and the notableft fellowes; whofe manner is, p/urt- 
mum facere, minimum de fe logut, the honorableft devife that 
worthy valour can invent. The tree is knowen by the fruite, 
and needeth no other pofie; the gallanteft mott of a good 
apple-tree is a good apple; of a good warden-tree, a good 
warden; of a good limon-tree, a good limon; of a good 
palme, a good date; of a good vine, a good grape, and fo 
forth: their leaves their prognoftications, their bloffomes 
their boafts, their braunches and boughes their bravery, 
their fruite their armes, their emblemes their nobility, their 
glory. I dare not fay that Pittacus was as wife as he that 
beginneth like front-tufted Occafion (for Occafion is balde 
behinde), and endeth like Ovids loover, (for Ovids loover 
muft not attempt but where he will conquer) : few refoluter 
mottes then aut nunc, aut nunquam, and what valianter 
pofie then, aut nunguam tentes, aut perfice? but Pittacus 
was one of the feven famous mafters, and in his fage wife- 
dome thought it a fober leffon, Foretel not what thou in- 
tendeft to atcheive, leffe peradventure, being fruftrate, thou 
be laughed to fcorne and made a notable flowting-ftocke. 
Perhaps he was an affe, and fpeaketh like a foole ; (for who 
is not an affe and a foole with this Thomas Wifedome ?) 
but fome plaine men are of his opinion, and will hardly 
beleeve that the frankeft braggards are the doubtieft dooers. 
Were I a collectour of witty apothegs like Plutarch, or of 
pithy gnomes like Theognis, or of dainty emblemes like 
Alciat, fuerly Pittacus fhould not be the laft at the leaft in 
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that rhapfody. Meane-while, it is nothing out of my way 
to prayfe the clofe, or fufpicious affe, that will not trouble 
any other with his privy counfell, but can be content to be 
his owne fecretary. There be more queint experiments in 
an univerfitie then many a politique head would imagine. 
I could nominate the man that could teach the Delphicall 
oracle, and the A<giptian crocodile to play their parts. 
His civill toungue was a riddle; his ecclefiafticall toungue 
a hieroglyphique; his face a vifard; his eyes cormorants ; 
his eares martyrs; his witt a maze; his hart a juggling 
fticke; his minde a mift; his reafon a vayle; his affection 
a curbe; his confcience a mafke; his religion a triangle in 
geometry ; his charity a fyllogifme in ce/arent,; his hofpi- 
tality aleven monethes in the yeare, as good as good Fri- 
day ; for one moneth or very neere, he was refident upon 
his deanry, and kept open houfe in the ile, like Ember 
weeke. Of an other mans, no man more liberall; of his 
owne, no man more frugall. He deeply confidered (as he 
did all thinges) that good oeconomy was good pollicy ; 
that it was more wifedome to borrow then to lend gratis ; 
that the ravens croking loofeth him many a fatt pray ; 
that the forftalling and engrofing of privy commodities was 
a pretty fupply of privy tithes; that many a little by little 
and little maketh a mickle; that often returne of gaine 
amounteth ; that the fox never fareth better then when he 
is curfed moft ; that a filver picklocke was good at a pinch, 
and a golden hooke a cunning fifher of men; that every 
man was nccreft to himfelfe, and the fkinne neerer then the 
fhirt; that there were many principles and preceptes im art, 
but one principall maxime or foverain cautell in practife, 
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the world without Epicharmus incredulity, Dions apiftie, or 
Hcywoods faft binde and faft finde; that Bayard in the 
ftable, and Legcm pone, were fubftantiall points of law; 
that many thinges are hypothctically to be practifed, which 
may not categorically be revealed; that two frendes or 
bretheren may keepe counfell, when one of the two is 
away; that Unum neceffarium, and fo forth. For, wincit 
gut patitur would go nighhand to open the whole packe, 
and tell wonderfull tales out off fchoole. Pap-hatchet talk- 
eth of publifthing @ hundrcd merry tales of certaine poore 
Martinifts ; but I could here difmafke fuch a rich mummer, 
and record fuch @ hundred wife tales, of memorable note 
with fuch a fmart morall, as would undoubtedly make this 
pamflet the vendibleft booke in London, and the Regifter 
one of the famoufeft autors in England. But I am none of 
thofe that utter all their learning attonce; and the clofe 
man (that was no mans frend but from the teeth outward ; 
no mans foe but from the hart inward) may percafe have 
fome fecret frendes, or refpective acquaintance, that, in re- 
garde of his calling or fome private confideration, would be 
loth to have his coate blafed, or his fatchell ranfacked. 
Befide, what methodicall artift would allow the encomium 
of the foxe in the prayfe of the affe, unleffe I would proove 
by irrefragable demonftration, that the falfe fox was a true 
affe: as I once heard a learned phyfician affirme, if a goofe 
were a fox, he was a fox. Yet fuerly, by his favour, who 
could fharply judge and durft freely fpeake, he was a fox 
and a halfe in his whole body, and in every part of his 
foule: albeit I will not deny, but he mought in fome re- 
fpectes be a goofe, and after a fort (as it were) an affc; 
efpecially for defeating one without caufe, and troubling 
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the fame without effect, that, for ought he knew, might pos- 
fibly have it in him to requite him alive and dead. Let 
the wronged party not be injuried ; and I dare avowe, he 
never did, nor ever will injury or prejudice any, in decde, 
word, or intention: but if any whofoever will needes be 
offering abufe in fact, or fnip-fnapping in termes, fith other 
remedy fhrinketh, he may peradventure not altogither paffe 
unaun{wered. He thinketh not now on the booted foole, 
that alwaies jetteth in his ftartups, with his ftilliard hatt in 
his droufie eyes, but of another good auncient gentleman, 
that mought have bene his father for age, his tutour for 
learning, his councellour for wifedome, his creditour for fil- 
ver, his catechift for religion, and his ghoftly father for de; 
votion. He once, in a fcoldes pollicy, called me foxe 
betweene jeft and earneft (it was at the funerall of the ho- 
norable Sir Thomas Smith, where he preached, and where 
it pleafed my Lady Smith and the coexecutours to beftow 
certaine rare manufcript bookes upon me, which he defired). 
I aunfwered him betwecne carneft and jeft, I might haply 
be a cubb, as I might be used, but was over-young to be 
a fox, efpecially in his prefence. He fmiled, and replyed 
after his manner, with a chameleons gape, and a very em- 
phaticall nodd of the head. Whofoever, or whatfoever he 
was, certes, my old backfrend of Peter-houfe was the locke 
of cunning conveyance ; but fuch a lock, as could not pof- 
fibly be opened with any key, but the key of opportunity, 
and the hand of advantage. If opportunity were abroad, 
Iodocus was not at home ; where occafion prefented advan- 
tage, pollicy wanted no dexterity; and the light-footed 
fox was not fo fwift of foote as nimble of witt, and quicke 
of hand. Some, that called him the lukewarme doétour, 
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and likened him to milke from the cowe, founde him at 
{uch a fitt overwarme for their ferventeft zeale: and I re- 
member a time, when one of the hotteft furnace, fhewing 
himfelfe little better then a cowe, he, in a quavering voyce 
and a lightning fpirite, taught the wild roe his leffon. Haft 
was not fo forward to runne to a commodity, but Speede 
was {wifter to fly to an advantage ; and where Haft fom- 
what grofely bewrayed his forwardneffe, Speede very finely 
marched in a cloude, and founde the goddeffe Hypocrifie 
as fly a conductriffe as ever was fayre Venus to AEneas, or 
wife Minerva to Ulyffes, in their quecint paffages. We may 
difcourfe of naturall magique, and fupernaturall cada/e, 
whereof the learnedeft and credibleft antiquity hath re- 
corded wonderfull hiftories; but it is the rod of Mercury, 
and the ring of Gyges, that worke miracles ; and no mathe- 
matician, magitian, or cabalift, may countervaile him, that 
in his heroicall expeditions can walke in a cloude, like a 
vapour, or in his divine practifes go invifible, like a fpirite. 
Brave mindes and ventrous harts thanke him for this in- 
valuable note, that could teach you to atcheive more with 
the little finger of Pollicy, then you can poffibly compaffe 
with the mighty arme of Proweffe. Or elfe in my curious 
obfervation of infinite hiftories, Hypocrifie had never bene 
the great tyrant of the world, and the huge Antichrift of 
the Church. The weapon of the fier and aier is lightening ; 
the weapon of the earth and water, cunning. Was not he 
fhrewdly encountred that was preftigioufly befieged, and 
invifibly undermined with that weapon of weapons ? What 
other fupply could have feconded or refcued him, but 
Death; that had often bene the death of his life in his 
worthieft frendes, and was eftfoones the death of his Death 
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in his wylieft enemy? whofe fpite was intricate, but de- 
tected ; and whofe fubtility marvelous, but difvailed: and 
he that difclofed the fame is, perhaps, to leave an immortall 
teftimoniall of his Indian difcovery. In the meane time, 
as the admirable geometrician Archimedes would have the 
figure of a cylinder or roller engraved upon his toombe, fo 
it were reafon the thrife-famous devine fhould have the 
three-fided figure, or equilater triangle, imprinted upon his 
fepulchre: with this, or fome worthier epitaph, devifed ac- 
cording to the current method of 7ria /equuntur tria. 


The Coffin fpcaketh. 


My treafure is three faces in one hood: 


A fke not, what newes? that come to vifite wood: 
, chaungling triangle, a turnecoate rood. 


A three-oard galley, a three-footed fioole, 


A lukewarne Trigon, a three-edged toole, 
iZ threc-wing a weathercock, a three-tongu'd {choole. 


Three hedded Cerberus, wo be unto thee ! 
ier lies the onely trey and rule of three ; 

Of all triplicities the A. B.C. 
Some-body oweth the three-fhapen Geryon a greater duty 
in recognifance of his often-promifed curtefies, and will not 
be founde ungratefull at occafion. He were very fimple, 
that would feare a conjuring Hatchet, a rayling Greene, or 
a threatening Nafh; but the old dreamer, like the old 
dogge, biteth fore, and no foe to the flattering Perne, or 
pleafing Titius, that have fugar in their lippes, gall in their 
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ftomackes ; water in the one hand, fier in the other ; peace 
in their fayings, warre in their doings; fweetnes in their 
exhortations, bitterneffe in their canvaftes; reverence in 
their titles, cooven in their actions; notable men in their 
kinde, but pitch-branded with notorious diffimulation ; 
large promifers, compendious performers; fhallow in cha- 
rity, profounde in malice; fuperficiall in theory, deepe in 
practife ; mafters of fophiftry, doctors of hypocrifie ; formall 
frends, deadly enemies ; thrife-excellent impoftours! Thefe, 
thefe were the onely men that I ever dreaded ; efpecially 
that fame od man 7rium Litterarum, that for a linfy- 
woolfie wit, and a cheverell confcience, was A Per fe A: 
other braggardes or threatners whatfoever I feare, as I feare 
Hobgoblin, and the bugges of the night. When I have 
fought-up my day-charmes and night-fpelles, I hope their 
power to hurt fhal be as ridiculoufly fmall, as their defire to 
affright is outragioufly great. I never ftood ftifly in defence 
of mine own hability or fufficiency; they that empeach me 
of imperfection in learning, or practife in difcourfing, or en- 
dighting, in any art or profeffion, confute me not, but con- 
firme mine own confeffion. It is onely my honefty and 
credit that I endevour to maintaine: other defecétes I had 
rather fupply by induftry then cloake by excufe, and re- 
ferre the decifion of fuch points to the arbitrement of indif- 
ferency : to which alfo I preferre the prayfes of my dif- 
praifers, and befeech equity to render them their due with 
a largeffe of favour. Judgement is the wifeft reader of 
bookes ; and no art of diftin¢étions fo infallible as grounded 
difcretion, which will foone difcerne betweene white and 
black; and eafely perceive what wanteth, what fupera- 
boundeth; what becommeth, what misbecommeth ; what 
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in this or that refpeét deferveth commendation; what 
may reafonably or probably be excufed ; what would be 
marked with an afterifke, what noted with a blacke coale. 
As in mettals, fo in ftiles he hath flender fkill that can- 
not defcry copper from gold, tinne from filver, iron from 
fteele, the refufe from the rich veyne, the droffe from the 
pure fubftance. It is little of value, either for matter or 
manner, that can be performed in fuch perfunctory pamflets, 
on either fide; but how little foever it be, or may appeare, 
for mine owne part I refufe not to underly the verdict of 
any curteous, or equall cenfure that can difcerne betwixt 
chalke and cheefe. Touching the mattcr, what wantcth or 
might be expected here, {hall be particularly and largely 
recompenfed, as well in my difcourfes, intituled Nafhes S. 
Fame, which are already finifhed, and attend the publication; 
as alfo in other fupplements thereof, efpecially thofe of the 
above-mentioned gentlewoman, whom, after fome advife- 
ment, it pleafed to make the Straunge Newes of the railing 
villa[i]n, the cuffionct of her ncedles and pinnes. Though 
my fcriblings may fortune to continue awhile and then have 
their defert, according to the laudable cuftome, (what 
fhould toyes or dalliances live in a world of bufineffe ?) yet 
I dare undertake with warrant, whatfoever fhe writeth muft 
needes remaine an immortall worke, and will leave in the 
activeft world an eternall memory of the fillieft vermin that 
fhe fhall voutfafe to grace with her bewtifull and alle¢tive 
ftile, as ingenious as elegant. Touching the manner, I take 
it a nice and frivolous curiofitie for my perfon to beftow 
any coft upon a trifle of no importance; and am fo over- 
fhaddowed with the floorifhing braunches of that heavenly 
plant, that I may feeme to have purpofcly prevented all 
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comparifon, in yeelding that homage to her divine witt, 
which at my handes fhe hath meritorioufly deferved. Albeit, 
I proteft, fhe was neither bewitched withentreaty, nor juggled 
with perfuafion, nor charmed with any corruption, but 
onely moved with the reafon which the equity of my caufe, 
after fome little communication, in her unfpotted confcience 
fuggefted. They that long to advaunce their owne fhame 
(I alwayes except a phenix or two) may bravely enter the 
liftes of comparifon, and do her the higheft honour in defpite, 
that they could poffibly devife in a ferviceable devotion. 
She hath, in my knowledge, read the notableft hiftoryes of 
the moft fingular woomen of all ages, in the Bible, in 
Homer, in Virgill (her three foverain bookes, the divine 
archetypes of Hebrue, Greeke, and Roman valour), in 
Plutarch, in Polyen, in Petrarch, in Agrippa, in Tyraquell, 
in whom not, that have fpecially tendered their diligent 
devoir to honour the excellenteft woomen that have lived 
in the world ; and commending the meaneft, extolling the 
worthieft, imitating the rareft, and approoving all according 
to the proportion of their endowments, envieth none, but 
art in perfon and vertue incorporate, the two precioufeft 
creatures that ever floorifhed upon earth. Other woomen 
may yeelde to Penelope, Penelope to Sappho, Sappho to 
Arachne, Arachne to Minerva, Minerva to Juno, Juno to 
none of her fexe; fhe to all that ufe her and hers well ; to 
none of any fexe that mifufe her, or hers. She is neither 
the nobleft, nor the faireft, nor the fineft, nor the richeft 
lady, but the gentleft, and wittieft, and braveft, and in- 
_vincibleft gentlewoman that I know: not fuch a wench in 
Europe to unfwaddle a faire baby, or to fwaddle a fowle 
puppy. Some of you may aime at her perfonage, and it ts 
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not the firft time that I have termed her ftile the tinfell of 
the daintieft mufes and fweeteft graces; but I dare not parti- 
cularife her defcription according to my conceit of her beau- 
defert without her licence, or permiffion, that ftandeth upon 
mafculine not feminine termes, and is refpectively to be 
dealt withall, in regarde of her courage, rather then her 
fortune. And what if fhe can alfo publifh more workes in 
a moneth then Nafh hath publifhed in his whole life, or 
the pregnanteft of our infpired Heliconifts can equall? Could 
I difpofe of her recreations and fome others exercifes, I 
nothing doubt, but it were poffible (notwithftanding the 
moft curious curiofitie of this age) to breede a new admira- 
tion in the minde of contempt, and to reftore the excellent- 
eft bookes into their wonted eftate, even 27 integrum. Let 
me be notorioufly condemned of partiality and fimplicity, if 
she fayle to accomplish more in gallant performance (now 
she hath condefcended to the fpinning-upp of her filken 
tafke) then I ever promifed before, or may feeme to in- 
finuate now. Yet she is a wooman, and for fome paffions 
may challenge the generall priviledge of her fexe, and a 
fpeciall difpenfation in the caufe of an affectionate frend, 
devoted to the fervice of her excellent defert, whom he hath 
founde no leffe then the handmayd of art, the miftres of 
witt, the gentlewoman of right gentleneffe, and the lady of 
right vertue. Howbeit, even thofe paffions she hath fo 
ordered and managed with fuch a witty temper of violent 
but advifed motions, full of fpirite and bloud, but as full of 
fenfe and judgement, that they may rather feeme the marrow 
of reafon, than the froath of affection ; and her hoatteft fury 
may fitly be refembled to the paffing of a brave career by 
a Pegafus, ruled with the reanes of a Minervas bridle. Her 
28 
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pen is a very Pegafus indeede, and runneth like a winged 
horfe, governed with the hand of exquifite fkill. She it is 
that muft returne the mighty famous worke of Superero- 
gation with benet and collect. I have touched the booted 
Shakerly a little, that is alwayes riding and never rideth; 
alwayes confuting and never confuteth; alwayes ailing 
fomething and railing any thing; that fhamefully and 
odioufly mifufeth every frend, or acquaintance, as he hath 
ferved fome of his favorableft patrons (whom for certain 
refpectes Iam not to name), M. Apis Lapis, Greene, Mar- 
lowe, Chettle, and whom not? that faluteth me with a 
Gabrielifime Gabriel, which can give him the farewell with 
a Thomaffifime Thomas, or an affiffime affe; yet have not 
called him a filthy companion, or a fcurvy fellow, as all the 
world that knoweth him calleth him; that in his Pierce 
Penniles and Straunge Newes, the bull-beggers of his 
courage, hath omitted no word or phrafe of his railing dic- 
tionary, but onely Zu cs Starnigogolus ; and hath valiantly 
vowcd to have ¢he laft word, to dye for't. 


Plaudite vi€tori, Fuvenes hic quotquot adcfits ; 
Nam me qui victt, doctior eft Nebulo, 


The beft is where my aunfwere is, or may be deemed, un- 
fufficient (as it is commonly over-tame for fo wilde a bul- 
locke), there She, with as vifible an analyfis as any anatome, 
ftrippeth his art into his doublet, his witt into his fhirt, his 
whole matter and manner into their firft principles; his 
matter 27 materiam priman, his manner iz formam primam, 
and both zz privationem ultimam, id eft, his laft word, fo 
glorioufly threatened. I defire no other favour at the 
handes of curtefic, but that art and witt may be her readers, 
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and equitie my judge, to whofe unpartiall integrity I humbly 
appeale in the premiffes, with dutiful recommendation of 
Nafhes S. Fame, even to S. Fame herfelfe, who with her 
owne floorifhing handes is fhortly to ere¢t a Maypole in 
honour of his victorious /af? word. Doubt ye not, gallant 
gentlemen, he shall finde the guerdon of his valour and the 
meede of his meritorious worke. Though my pen be a 
flugplum, looke for a quill as quicke as quickfilver, and pitty 
the foary fwaine, that hath incurred the indignation of fuch 
a quill, and may everlaftingly be a miferable fpectacle for 
all libelling rakehelles that otherwife might defperatly 
prefume to venture the foyle of their cranke folly. The 
ftay of the publication refteth onely at my inftance; who 
can conceive fmall hope of any poffible account, or regard 
of mine owne difcourfes, were that faire body of the fweeteft 
Venus in print, as it is redoubtably armed with the com- 
pleat harneffe of the braveft Minerva. When his neceffary 
defence hath fufficiently accleered: him whom it principally 
concerncth to acquitt himfelfe, fhe fhall no fooner appeare 
in perfon, like a new ftarre in Caffiope[i]a, but every eye of 
capacity will fee a confpicuous difference betweene her and 
other myrrours of eloquence; and the wofull flave of 5. 
Fame muft either blindfilde himfelfe with infenfible per- 
verfitie, or behold his owne notorious folly with moft fhame- 
full shame. It will then appeare, as it were in a clecre 
urinall, whofe witt hath the grecne-fickuefse; and I would 
deemc it a greater marvell, then the mightieft wonder that 
happencd in the famous yeare 88, if his caufe should not 
have the falling-ficknefse that is encountred with an arme 
of fuch force. M. Stowe, let it be enchronicled for one of the 
fingularities, or miracles of this age, that a thing lighter 
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then Tarletons Toy, and vayner then Shakerlyes Conceit, 
that is, Nash, should be the fubjeét of fo invaluable a worke; 
and be it knowen to impudency by thefe prefentes that his 
brasen wall is battred to pinduft, and his iron gate shaken 
all to nothing. It is in the leaft of her energeticall lines to 
do it more eafely then a fine thread cracketh a Jangling 
bell. A pretty experiment, and not unlike fome of her 
ftraunge inventions and rare devifes, as forcible to moove 
as feat to delight! The iffue will refolve the doubtfulleft 
minde, and I am content to referre incredulity to the vifible 
and palpable evidence of the terme probatory, when either 
the light of nature and the funne of art muft be in eclipfe, 
or the shining rayes of her fingular giftes will difplay them- 
{elves in their accuftomed brightneffe, and difcoover the bafe 
obfcurity of that mifchievous planet that, in a vile ambition, 
feeketh the exaltation of his fame by the deprefiion of their 
credit, that are hable to extinguish the proudeft glimze of 
his lampe. Her rare perfections can livelyeft blafon them- 
felves ; and this penne is a very unfufficient oratour to ex- 
preffe the heavenly bewties of her minde; but I never knew 
vertue a more inviolable virgine then in her excellent felfe, 
and the day is yet to come wherein I ever founde her witt 
a defective or eclyptique creature. She knoweth I flatter 
not her fortune; and if I honour her vertue, whofe confirmed 
modeftie I could never fee difguifed with any glofe of com- 
mendation, who can blame me for difcharging fome little 
part of a greater dutie? She hath, in meere gratuity, be- 
{towed a largeffe upon her affectionate fervaunt, that im- 
puteth the fame as an exceffive favour to her hyperbolicall 
curtefie, not to any merite in himfelfe. But the leffer my 
defert the greater her liberality, whom I cannot any way 
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reacquite, farther then the zeale of a moft-devoted minde 
may extende; as inceffantly thankefull as infinitly debtfull. 
For to addreffe a plaufible difcourfe, or to garnish a pane- 
eyricall oration in her prayfe as occaffion may prefent, will 
appeare to be a tafke of civill juftice, not any peece of civill 
curtefie, when her owne filver tractes shall publish the 
precious valour of her golden vertues, and decipher the in- 
eftimable worth of the autor by her divine handyworke. 
At the firft vewe whereof, as at the piercing fight of the 
amiableft bewtie, who can tell how fuddaine paffions may 
worke ? or what a {ting fome tickling interjection may leave 
in the hart and liver of affection? I am ever prone to hope 
as I wish, even the beft of the worft; and although wilfull 
malice be a ftiffe and ftubberne adverfary to appeafe, yet I 
have feene a greater miracle then the pacification of paper- 
warres, or the attonement of inkhorne foes. There She 
ftandeth that, with the finger of induftry and the toungue of 
affability, hath achieved fome ftraunger woonders upon as 
rough and harsh fellowes as, 


The noddy Nafh, whom every ferving fiwafh 
With pot-jcftes dafh, and cvery whip-dog lafh. 


(For the ryme is more famous then was intended,) and, with 
the fame caufes emprooved, why may she not directly or 
violently accomplish the fame effectes? or what is impoffible 
to the perfuafive and patheticall influence of reafon and 
affection? It is a very difimall and caitive planet that can 
finde in his hart to encounter thofe two gracious ftarres 
with malitious afpectes, which he muft defpitefully en- 
counter, that will obftinatly oppofe his peevish rancour to 
her fweete civility. In cafe nothing elfe will prevayle with 
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infatiable envy and unquenchable malice (for fo I am eft- 
foones informed, whatfoever courfe be taken for the mitiga- 
tion of his rage) yet Iam vchemently perfuaded in phy- 
fique, and refolved in pollicy, that the oile of fcorpions will 
finally heale the woondes of fcorpions. I know one that 
experimentally prooved what a rod in lye could do with 
the curfteft boy in a citty; and founde the imparative moode 
a better oratour then the optative. It may fortune the fame 
man hath fuch a whipfy-doxy in ftore for a jack-fauce, or 
unmannerly puppy, as may fchoole him to turne-over a new 
leafe, and tocry the pittifullest peccavi of a wofull penitent. 
For my part, whom at this inftant it fmartly behooveth to 
be refolute, I confeffe I was never more entangled and 
intricated in the difcourfe of mine owne reafon, then fince I 
had to do with this defperate Dick, that dareth utter and 
will cogge any thing to ferve his turne. Not to confute 
him in fome refpectes were perhaps better ; to confute him 
is neceffary. Were it poffible to confute him in not con- 
futing him, I am of opinion that it would be done; (for in- 
folency or any injury would be repreffed by order of law, 
where order of law is a fufficicnt remedy ; and filence, in 
fome cafes, were the fineft eloquence, or fcorne the fitteft 
anfwere) and haply I could wish not to confute him in 
confuting him (for the difcovery of cunnycatchers doth not 
greatly edifie fome bad mindes) ; but feing he is fo defperate 
that he will not be confuted with not confuting, I muft 
defire his patience to be a little content to be confuted with 
confuting, rather after his or others guife then after my 
manner. Aunfwere nota foole according to his foolifhneffe, 
left thou alfo be like him: aunfwere a foole according to his 
fooli—fhnucf{c, lft he be wife in his owne conectt. They are 
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both proverbes of the wifeft mafter of fentences, of whom 
alfo I have learned, that to the horfe belongeth a whipp, to 
the affe a fnaffle, to the fooles backe a rod. Let noman be 
wifer then Salomon: the fooles-head muft not be fuffred to 
coy itfelfe, the colt muft feele the whip, or the wande, the 
affe the fnaffle or the gode, the fooles backe the rod or the 
cudgell. Let the colt, the affe, the foole beware in time, or 
he may peradventure feele them indeede ; with fuch a ¢z 
autem, as hath not often bene quavered in any language. 
If peace or treatie may not be heard, warre fhall commaunde 
peace; and he mufle the mouth of rankeft impudency, or 
fierceft hoftility, that can do it, and do it otherwife then is 
yet imagined: and yet nothing like that infpired gentle- 
wooman, whofe penne is the fhott of the mufket, or rather 
a fhaft of heaven, fwifter then any arrow and mightier then 
any hand-weapon, when curtefie is repulfed and hoftility 
muft enforce amity ; but otherwife how gratioufly amiable, 
how divinely fweet! Gentlemen, looke upon the lovely 
gliftering ftarre of the morning, and looke for fuch an 
orientall ftarre when fhe difplayeth the refplendifhyng 
beames of her bright wit and pure bounty. Meane-while, 
if fome little shimering light appeare at a little crevife, I 
have my requeft; and fome pretty convenient leyfure to 
take order with an other kinde of Straunge Newes in Weft- 
minfter Hall. It is fome mens fortune to have their handes 
full of unneedefull bufineffe attonce; and for mifelfe, I 
should make no great matter of two or three fuch glowing 
irons in the fier, were it not fome fmall griefe, or difcourage- 
ment, to confider that nothing can be perfectly or fufficiently 
performed by halves or fragments. Which neceffary inter- 
ruption hath bene the utter difgrace of the premiffes, and a 
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great hinderance to my larger difcourfes, more ample trifles. 
I can but crave pardon, and prepare amendes as Icyfure 
and occafion may affourde opportunity. Leaned wittes can 
fkilfully examine, and honeft mindes will uprightly confider 
circumftances with courteous regarde of favour, or due re- 
{pect of reafon ; in whofe onely indifferency, as in a fafe and 
{weet harborough, I repofe my whole afhance and fecuritie 
as heretofore. And fo for this prefent I furceafe to trouble 
your gentle curtefies; of whofe patience I have (according 
to particular occafions) fometime unmannerly but modeftly, 
often familiarly but fincerely, moft—what freely but con- 
fideratly, alwayes confidently but refpcctively, in every part 
fimply, in the whole tedioufly, prefumed under correétion. 
I writ onely at idle howers that I dedicate onely to idle 
howcrs, or would not have made fo unreafonably bold in 
no needfuller difcourfe then the Pray/fe or Supercrogation of 
an Affe. This 27 of Aprill: 1593. Your mindefull debtour, 
G. #1. 


FINIS. 
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ERROURS ESCAPED IN THE PRINTING. 
With certaine Additions to be inferted. 


Page. Fauttes. A mended. 
26. For angoy, read agony. 
31. fcholeth, fchooleth. 
49. bewixt, betwixt. 
67. railing ftile, without the two prickes, or colon. 
85. very minifter, every minifter. 
90. inftringment, infringement. 
98. not will, will not. 
107. looker-on, lookers-on. 
12t. fuch fweating, fuch a fweating. 
139. or difcourfer, or a difcourfer. 
147. thy riot, by riot. 
201. fuprifes, furprifes. 
205. at the leaft, or the leaft. 
219. Orientall, Orient. 


Know alfo, gentle Reader, that it was the Writers 
meaning to devide this treatife into three bookes; the 
Second beginning at the Advertifement to Pap-hatchet, and 
Martin Mar-prelate, the Third at, So then of Pappadocio ; 
but in the originall, or uncorrected, coppy there was not any 
fuch divifion exprefly fett-downe: neyther were the addi- 
tions following inferted in their proper places, but annexed 
to the end of the Third booke, and noted thus. 

In the Furf? Booke, page 46, after Cloude, infert. What 
{peake I of one, or two Inglifh paragons? or what fhould I 
blafon the gallant and brave meeters of Ariofto and Taffo, 
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alwayes notable, fometimes admirable? All the nobleft 
Italian, French, and Spanifh poets have in their feverall 
veincs Petrarchifed, that is, looved wittily, not grofely ; 
lived civilly, not lewdly ; and written delicioufly, not wan- 
tonly. And it is no difhonour for the daintyeft, or divineft 
Mufe to be his fcholler, whom the amiableft invention and 
bewtifulleft elocution acknowledge their mafter. All pof- 
PORICIGs:sieaitedsleiacie vec Newwcraveduatnbatewieantuonetoresouiees wien es 

In the Second Booke, page 77, after edifieth, infert. Plato 
comparing Ariftotle and Xenocrates togither ; Xenocrates, 
quoth he, needeth a fpurre; Ariftotle a bridle. And if 
princes or parlaments want a goade, may not fubjects or 
admonitions want a f{naffle? Is there pretence for libertie 
to advife the wifeft, or for zeale to pricke forward the high- 
eft, and no reafon for prudence to curbe rafhneffe, or for 
autoritie to reane licentioufnefle? May judgement be 
whoodwinked with frivolous traditions, and cannot phan- 
tafic be enveigled with newfangled conceites ? Superftition 
ANG CRCGWIINIE sic occsssicnnns amsamehonesnctacuneaseseuwnswectedenes ues 

In the fame booke, page 87, after Junovation, infert. And 
I hope he was not greatly unadvifed that, being demaunded 
his opinion of the elderfhip in queftion, anfwered, he con- 
ceived of the e/derfhip (as it is intended, and motioned in 
England) as he thought of the e/der-tree, that whatfoever it 
appeared in fhewe, it would in triall proove fruteleffe, 
feedeleffe, bitter, fraile, troublous, and a friend to furging 
waves and tempeftuous ftormes. And being further preffed 
touching the forward zeale of dowtie Martin Seniour, lively 
Martin Juniour, pert Penry, lufty Barrow, and fome other 
bragge reformiftes (for that rowling ftone of innovation was 
never fo turled and tumbled as fince thofe bufie limmes 
began to rowfe and befturre them more then all the prag- 
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matiques in Europe) when young Phaeton, quoth he, in a 
prefumptuous refolution would needes rule the chariot of 
the funne, as it might be the temple of Apollo, or the 
church of S. Paule, or fome greater province (for the greater 
province, commonwealth, or monarchy, the fitter for Phae- 
tons reformation) his fuddaine ruine miniftred matter of 
moft lamentable teares to his deare mother and loving 
fifters; in fomuch that they were pittifully chaunged, as 
fume write into e/der-trees, as fome, into poplars. Sic flevit 
Clymene fic, et Clymeneides alte: as it might be the mourne- 
full church, and her wailing members, wofully tranfmewed 
into elders, or poplars. Good my mafters ........cccccsccevees 

In the Zhird booke, page 205, after Pollicie, infert: that 
learning was to be commended, but lucre and preferment 
to be ftudied ; that he foweth in vaine which moweth not his 
own advantage ; that nothing was to be beftowed without 
hope of ufance; that love or hatred availe not, but where 
they may prevaile; that affections were to be fquared by 
occafion, and reafons to be framed by proffit; that names 
of partialities, fe¢tes, and divifions, either in civil or reli- 
gious caufes, were but foolifh wordes, or pelting termes ; 
and all were to be eftimated by their valuation zz eff ; 
that the true fquire, and right geometricall compaffe of 
things, is habilitie, the onely thing that by a foveraine pre- 
rogative deferveth to be called /uéflance ; that according to 
Chawcers Englifh, there can be little ad/ing without much 
gabbing, that is, fmall getting without great lying and 
COCCING > Chat Ib WAS “a iccinasranseatesssaareoleutasnorcaveteetde ens 

Thefe fower additions in their feverall bookes I com- 
mende to the correction of the curteous reader; and fo 
take my leave. 

FINIS. 
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TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL 
my very good friend, AM. Doctour Flarvey. 


Good M. Doétour Harvey, promife I account debt, 
efpecially to fo efpeciall a frend; and therefore I have now 
againe laboured to difcharge mifelfe of it. I would I were 
of defert to fet forth your long-deferved prayfe, and of ha- 
bility to expreffe your fingular habilities in ftile, knowledge, 
and other moft commendable vertues. What is in my 
power the leaft of your frendes fhall commaunde; what is 
not, I can but with; which I would moft earneftly with, if 
that might ferve, though I never fhould wifh more. I will 
not trouble your graver ftudies, but pray for your healthes 
continuaunce; and will moft willingly performe more, if 
occafion ferve. 

Oxford, this 10 of July, 1593. 

Yours ever to commaunde, 
JOHN THORIUS. 


SONET. 


Defam'd by one who moft himfelfe defameth, 
Write, worthy Harvey, for the wife applaude thee: 
Shame be his hyer that fowly himfelfe fhameth, 
And would of thy deferved right dcfraude thee. 
And tf you force the undcfervcd wrong, 
Whereurith fome fimple ignorant diftaincs thee, 
You tn your wifedome may cxccede as long, 

Ashe in folly foolifhly difdaines thee: 

For fharpe-eyde E-quitie hath dcfcride to all 
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TH injurious vayne that fettes his penne to [choole, 

Whofe ratling tendes unto your wifedomes fall, 

And prooves all fonde to proove himfelfe a foole. 

Which monftrous folly would be leaft in haft, 

As wifecdomes age will make him know at laft. 
JOHN THORIUS. 


INCLOSED IN THE SAME LETTER. 


And that I might not be held laft in remembraunce, 
though abfent, that in your prefence have fought the felfe- 
proffering caufe of after-memory, I have once more (as he 
that devoteth himfelfe and his poore labours to your good 
liking), how badly you may fee, but how hartcly I would 
you could fee, or I could fay, writ thefe my pure devotions 
and zealous lines, with as true defire to honour yourfelfe, 
according to your worth, as I have bene wanting the de- 
fert, which your curtcous nature hath affourded me. I re- 
queft, fir, but your acceptance and your favour, which if I 
gaine, I have got more then my due: and fo wifhing your 
continuall bliffe, I ende, as one with oft prayers defiring to 


be held 
Your bound by much defert, 


ANTONY CHEWT. 


SONET. 


Proccede, moft worthy lines, in your difdaine 
Againft the falfe fuggeftions you abufe, 
Whofe rafcall ftile deferved hath to gaine 
Lhe hatefull titl of a railing Mufe. 
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Doubtleff[e the wifcft, that fhall chaunce to rcad you 
In true gudiciall of a quiet thought, 
Will give applaufe unto the wit that bread you, 
And you fhall winne the good that you have fought. 
Weune more: and fince the foole defames you Still, 
The foole whom fhame hath ftained with fowle blott, 
Performe on him your difcontented will: 
Fame /hall be your mcede, Shame fhall be his lott: 
And fo proceeding, you fhall fo redecme 
The name that he would drowne in blacke efteeme. 
Subscribed SH. WY. 
Jor SHORES WIFE. 


SUR L’APOLOGIE DE MONSIEUR LE TRES-DOCTE ET 
TRES-ELOQUENT DOCTEUR HARVEY: PAR LE 
SIEUR DE FREGEUILLE DU GAUT. 


Celuy qui provoqué publie fa defenfe 
Peut avecques ratfon fa caufe débloyer ; 
La Loy de Talion ne peut moins qu ottroyer 
Fufte permiffion de repayer l offence. 
Mats celuy qui enflé a efcrire commence 
A diffamer autruy, tachant a semployer, 
De droit ne peut pretendre adveu ou bon loyer, 
Ains linfame intenté luy vient pour recompense. 
Fraime pourtant par tout un ftile moderé, 
Mefmes fi on refpond au fot demcfure, 
Car on n'a point raifon @imiter fa fottife. 
Marri fui mon &@ Harvey de te voir provogue, 
Mais tres-atfe queftant indignement pique, 
La docte refpoufe eft eloguente et rafife. 


“Slama S Seeing son, 
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HIS SONET, THAT WILI. JUSTIFIE HIS WORD, AND DEDI- 


CATETH NASHES S. FAME TO IMMORTALITIE. 


A dame, more fweetly brave then nicely fine, 

Yet fine as fineft gentlewomen be, 

Brighter then diamant in every line, 

Ts Penntles fo witleffe [till ? quoth fhe. 

If Nath will felly gnafh, and rudely flath, 

Snip-fnap a crafh may lend S. Fame a gafh. 

Skill read the ryme, and put it in Truthes purfe: 

(Experience £:f/eth Reconcilements hand) 

If warning-pecce be fcorn'd, Spite may heare worfe: 

Though Loove no warriour be, Right leades a bande. 

How faine would Curtefie thefe jarres furceafe 1 

flow glad would Charitie depart in peace ! 

But if Sir Rafh continue ftill Sir Swath, 

He lives that will him dafh, and lafh, and fqwafh. 
Hzec quoque culpa tua eft : haec quoque poena tua eft. 


AN OTHER OCCASIONALL ADMONITION. 


Fame rows d herfelfe, and gan to fwafh abowt: 
Boyes fwarm'd, youthes throng'd, bloudes fwore, brutes 
rear ad the howt ; 
Her meritorious worke, a wonderclowte | 
Did ever Fame fo bravely play the lowte ? 
I chaunc’d upon the ryme, and wondred much 
What courage of the world, or mifter wight 
Durft terrible S. Fame fo rafhly tuch, 
Or her redoutable bull begging knight. 
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Incontinent I heard a piercing voyce, 
Not Ecchos voyce, but fhriller then a larke :-— 
Sith Deftiny allottes no wifcr choyce, 
Paftime appofe the Pickle-herring clarke. 
Quiet thy rage, imperious Swifh-fwath, 
Or woe be to thy horrible trith-trafh. 
Eft bene, non potuit dicere: dixit, Ere. 


AN APOSTROPHE TO THE HEALTH OF HIS 
ABUSED FRENDES. 


Live, father fweete; and mtfcreant varlets dye, 

That wrong my parent hart, and brother cye. 

Decreft of eyes, contemne thy caitive foes: 

Kindcft of hartes, enjoy thy firme rcpofe. 

Sky, with a patron cye afpect thy eye, 

That cye efpoufcd to the virgin fky : 

Art, wth a loover hart preferve that hart, 

That hart, devoted to the heavenly art. 

Bleffings, defcend from your cmpyreal throne, 

And lend a bountcous eare to fuppliant mone. 
Ambrofiall fpringes of cleereft influence, 
Fountaines reftorative of cordiall bliffe, 
Deigne, zcale, proftrate your tendreft indulgence, 
And foverainly redreffe that is amiffe. 


L’ENVOY. 


Volumes of thankes and prayfe your flore combine, 
In pafsionateft hymnes and pfalines divine. 
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THE PRINTERS POSTSCRIPT. 


Sweet gentlemen, having committed the premiffes to the 
preffe, and acquainting certaine learned and fine men with 
fome other of the commendatory letters and fonnets of M. 
Thorius and M. Chewt, there was fuch an efpeciall liking 
conceived of two other their writings, that I was finally | 
entreated, or rather overtreated, to give them alfo their 
welcome in print ; as not the unfitteft lines that have bene 
publifhed to interteine lafie howers, or to employ drowfie 
eyes. Sometime in the braveft fhowes there is little per- 
formed ; and fometime a poore publicane may worke as 
great a worke of Supererogation as a proude Pharife. I am 
not the meeteft to blafe other mens armes, and they are 
beft furnifhed to be their owne tongues, that can fo well 
pleade for themfelves and their frendes. I can but recom- 
mende their learned exercife and mine own unlearned 
labour to your gentle acceptation. 


TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL, MY VERY ASSURED 
FREND, M. DOCTOUR HARVEY. 


My filence thus long, good M. Doétour Harvey, was not 
occafioned either by forgetfulneffe or by negligence, but 
but rather for want both of convenient leafure and of fuf- 
ficient argument, being very unwilling to fpend time often 
in writing of unmateriall lines, or to trouble any efpeciall 
frend with reading them. Yet becaufe amitie is maintained 
by this looving kinde of intercourfe, and becaufe cuftome 
hath allowed that affection induced to expreffe a carefull 

30 


234 Pierces Supercrogation. 


memory of the continuance of frendfhip, by writing even 
upon {mall or no occafion, though the letter were figned with 
nothing elfe but, Sz wales, bené cft, ego valeo, \eft longer 
filence might caufe me to incurre juft reprehenfion, and that 
you may receave fome flender token of my often thinking 
on you, I fend you enclofed three /tansacs: though fimple 
in conceit, or other regard, yet were they equall to my good 
‘will, they would undoubtedly excell, and fhould be fome 
way futable to your right excellent giftes. If they pleafe, 
or not difpleafe, you, and may feeme worthy, or not alto- 
gither unworthy to ferve as foiles with my other fonnets, 
which you receaved before, to thofe much worthier verfes 
which you have of much happier poets then mifelfe, you 
may therein do your pleafure, whereto onely they are con- 
fecrated. Thus hoping that you are perfuaded of me, as of 
one affeétionatly your owne to ufe and commaunde at your 
appointment, I leave you with my moft harty and humble 
recommendations. 
Oxford: the 3 of Auguft, 1593. 
Yours alwayes at commaunde, 
JouUN THORIUS. 


STANZAES. 


Among the Greckes, fweete Homers copious verfe 
Foregoing times to Fames fwift winges commended : 
The Latins Virgils noble worke rchcrfe: 

Nor yet in thefe were auncient prayfes ended. 
Demofthens rich flile thorough Greece was blazed, 
And Tullyes forcing toungue made Roome amased. 
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Our moderne age to cgall with the paffed, 
The Italian pleafing Mufe hath done her beft: 
The learncd French pennes have themfelves furpaf{cd ; 
And worthy Englith wittes have banntifht reft. 
Midft whom who not emblafon Harveys name, 
Wrong him, themfelves, and Englands growing fame. 
Yeelding fond Nafh, thy glory fhalt not ftaine, 
But rather fhalt encreafe thy prayfe hereby: 
Thy friendes shalt know thy judgement not fo vaine, 
But thou difcernes where true dcfert doth fly. 
And thy dcfert by fo much shall feeme greater, 
By how much thou art knowne to know thy better. 
JOHN THORIUS. 


Sir, fuch a patheticall affe have I found deciphred in your 
moft learned and witty difcourfe of that poore creture, as I 
know will prove the eternall memorative of one M. Nath, 
yet I, by experience, have found more, that it is the nature 
of a true affe (to which affe peradventure this was dedicated) 
that a greene figge being handfomly tyed to his chappes, he 
no fooner fmelleth it, but he followes his nofe fo farre, that 
he fcapeth fayre in uneeven ground, if he breaketh not his 
necke. And this note I would not but impart unto you, 
as a caveat worthy to be remembred amongft other fecrets 
of that beaft; for doubtleffe your philofophicall affe will 
make alchimy upon it. I pray you difpofe of it at your 
beft pleafure. When any other fuch memorandum fortunes 
into my hand you fhall fee it ; and fo in haft recommending 
you to your better ftudies, I reft, Sir, 

at your fervice, 


AN. CIL. 
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THE ASSES FIGG. 


So long the Rhcnnish furte of thy braine, 
Lucenft with hot fume of a ftilliard clime, 
Lowd-lying Nash, in liquid termes did raine, 
Full of abfurdities, and of flaundrous ryme: 


So much ¢hy pot-jefts, in a tapfter humour, 
(For that’s the quinteffence of thy Newgate fashion) 
Lhy toffcpot majefty, and thy fame did rumour, 
In wondrous agonyes of an alehoufe paffion : 


So well thy wydemouth da, or thy otfterwhore phrafe 
(Yet gentry bragges her of thy lowfte degree) 
Aptly hath knowne thine armory to blafe 
In termes peculiar unto none but thee: 


So foone five penniworth of thy grofer witt 
(Yet thou art witty as a woodcock would be) 
More then autenticall hath learn'd to gett 
Thy Mufe intitled as tt truly should be: 


And now /o neatly hath thy railing merit 
(1 should have fatd Ramme-ally meditations) 
Procur'd applaufe unto thy Clarret fpirit, 
And fack-fopt miferies of thy confutations : 


That now each ivy-buth weepes her teares in ale: 
The fifh-wives commonwealth, alack / forlorne, 
Moornes in fitall drink, sharp, fingle, fowre, and ftale ; 
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And thy \ong-booted gentry, ragged and torne, 
Watles new petitions to the divels good grace, 
Although the laft, God knowes, gott little meede. 


But thow'lt to hell, when shiftes can have no place, 

Perhaps to hanging too, when time shall neede, 
Yet firft wilt ride, ratle, ryme me downe to hell! 

(Oh! but beware ftrange bugges at fuch a game) 

I have a trick to teach a goofe to fpell, 

Himfelfe an Affe, out-off his Affes name. 


AN. CH. 
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